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ORI 4P

Part I Writing (30 minutes)

Directions: For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a composition on the
title Should Olympic Athletes Get High Salaries. You should write at least 120 words
following the outline given below in Chinese:

1 M BRIE G, KR TIRRIEH) R mH M RBE IR T & F KT ZRE

2. FEAZRIXME, NS RIS HIRE, NS maER; AL AN
RO R

3. FHIM A

Part Il Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning)

Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and
answer the question on Answer Sheet 1
For questions 1-7,mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the
passage;

N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the
passage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

ACID RAIN: What’s the Solution?

One of the wildest regions in the U.S., far from civilization, is the Adirondack area of
northern New York State. For years this isolated spot has had the reputation of being one of
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best fishing spots in the U.S.

As a boy 30 years ago, Bill Marleau first through the Adirondack wilderness near his
small cabin on Woods Lake. Thousands of sportsmen have stayed at his father’s lodge
nearby.

But now Bill’s 134 hectares (335 acres) of lakefront land have only scenic value.
Gone are those huge trout that used to swim in the turbulent, nutrient-rich water a short
distance from his doorstep. Gone from the cool nights are the sounds of thousands of frogs
and toads.

And gone are the birds that once fed on those water creatures.

Occasionally Bill sees a lone fisherman fruitlessly cast his bait into the empty waters
of old lake. “I just don’t have the heart to tell,” he said. “This old lake’s dead. It was killed
years ago by acid rain.” What is acid rain?

Acid rain is a popular term for precipitation in the form of rain, sleet, snow or hail that
is more acidic than normal. Acid rain is produced when atmospheric moisture combines
with pollutants from power plants, factories and automobiles.

When fossil fuels such as coal and oil are burned, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide
are produced. These two gases react with the water and oxygen in the atmosphere to form
droplets of weak sulfur and nitric acid.

Carried by prevailing winds and weather conditions, clouds containing these droplets
travel hundreds, sometimes thousands, of kilometers from the source of the pollutants,
Recently scientists found that acid rain now affects huge areas of the North Hemisphere.

Power plants and factories in the heavily industrialized regions of Ohio and Indiana
are believed to be the source of the acid rain that killed Woods Lake along with hundreds of
others in New York State and eastern Canada. Acid haze over Alaska is believed to come
all the way from Japan. And precipitation as acid as vinegar that falls on Scotland and
Scandinavia probably originates in England.

How Acidity Is Measured

Scientists measure the acidity of rain in pH units. A pH scale from 0 to 14 is used.
Depending upon its chemical composition, a solution is either acidic, alkaline (basic), or
neutral. Distilled water, which has a pH of 7, is neutral. Substance with pH values less than
7 are acidic, while those over 7 are alkaline.

Normal rain water with a pH of 5.6 is slightly acidic. But after reacting with industrial
pollutants, particularly sulfur dioxide, the pH of rain quickly drops.




