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Individual and Community
——the Evolution and Meaning of Citizenship

Abstract

As an important concept in political theory, citizenship postulates
who is or is not a member of a certain socio — political community. In oth-
er words, citizenship refers to the mutual reciprocal rights and duties be-
tween individual and community. But what is citizenship? How has it de-
veloped as an institution? How does it relate to the main social institutions
such as the state?

This book attempts to theorize citizenship from the perspective of the
evolution of citizenship as an institution in the West. It focuses on how
citizenship limited in small — sized Greek communities of city — states is
transferred into its universal modem counterpart, i. e. the transformation
from ancient citizenship emphasizing morality to modern citizenship stress-
ing material interests. Moreover, citizenship development in the current
global age is also briefly discussed. At the same time, the author hopes
the discussion offers an institutional and ideal way to understand the rela-
tionship between state and individual as citizen.

The book consists of seven chapters. Chapter 1 briefly explains sev-
eral models of understanding citizenship and proposes that citizenship
should be regarded as an institution taking on historical traditions and
practices. Then, a universal definition of citizenship is put forward.
Chapter 2 analyzes the character of ancient citizenship putting morality
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uppermost based on the literature about ancient Greece and Rome. Chap-
ter 3 analyzes citizenship in the middle age. The citizenship of City of
God and the citizenship of City of Earth coexisted in the middle age, but
citizenship also changed slowly and indiscemibly in the autonomous cities
at the same time, which provided the basis for modem citizenship chasing
material interests. Chapter 4 discussed the four main conditions for the
transformation: (1) Political conditions: absolutist state with unification
of territory and power centralization. (2) Social conditions; the formation
of market economy and the change of social structures. (3) Idealistic
conditions: the emergence of secularism, conception of sovereignty and e-
galitarianism. (4) The emergence of capitalist public sphere and ‘other
factors. Chapter 5 interprets three formation models of modem citizen-
ship: the top — down passive model of Britain with the character of indi-
vidualism; the universal revolutionary model of America with federation —
state dualistic citizenship; the bottom — up active model of France with
collectivism. Chapter 6 analyzes the development of citizenship rights and
its mechanics. The development of citizenship is actually that the mem-
bers of certain socio — political community change from the object of rule
to the subject of rule. Claim — making is the inner mechanism of this de-
velopment. Yet modem citizenship as an equal status independent from
property takes on a character of materialism with lack of morality. Chapter
7 discusses the developing direction of citizenship. Citizenship has in-
cluded participation rights, gender rights and cultural rights, public
morality is also included as one aspect of citizenship. In the globalization
context, citizenship will develop towards a direction concocting universali-
ty and difference.

Key words: citizenship, socio — political community, rights,
morality, materialism.
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