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UniT 1

Clothing

Do you know...

1. What do most Americans wear to school?
2. What do teachers wear?
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lace—A cloth that is
made of fine threads
and looks like net

nightgown—A
piece of women's

clothing, like a loose
dress to sleep in

fool—A person who
acts unwisely
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Dress of Lace

Read the story.

My name is Linh. I'm an eighteen-year-old girl. My ethnic
background and native language are Vietnamese. This is a story
about what happened to me on my first day of school in America. I
was nine years old.

A few weeks before school started, my aunt, my uncle, and
some of my dad's friends came to visit us and they brought a lot of
presents. I was surprised when I found clothing in one of the boxes.
The clothes were nice but ordinary. They weren't special or fancy
except for one dress. It was a dress of lace. There was lace
surrounding the neck and the sleeves and lace on the bottom. I was
very happy when I saw this dress.

On the first day of school I wanted to look my best and impress
the other students. I wanted them to make friends with me, so I put
on my fancy dress of lace. But when I got to school, all the students
stared at me. They were laughing and saying something in English.
I didn't know why they were doing this. I thought that maybe they
had never seen an Asian girl in a dress before or that they wanted to
make friends with me but were embarrassed to come over.

In the classroom an American teacher spoke English to me and
pointed at my dress, but I didn't know what she was saying so I just
smiled. The whole morning she didn't let me walk around or stand
up. I had to sit all the way in the last row in the back of the room.
During lunch, when all the other students had gone, an Asian
teacher came into the room. The minute she saw me she spoke to
me in Vietnamese. She told me that I shouldn't wear a nightgown to
school, that in America people only wear nightgowns to sleep in! I
was so embarrassed that I almost burst into tears. That morning
when I left home, I thought I looked good, but I didn't. Instead, I
embarrassed myself on my first day of school. I felt like not going
to school anymore.

This embarrassment taught me not to try to impress others or I
might end up making a fool out of myself. I also learned the
difference between a fancy dress and a nightgown!



Comprehension

. 1

A. Tell whether these sentences are true or false.

1. Linh came to the United States when she was eighteen years
old.

. Linh and her parents have other relatives in the United States.

. Linh wore her dress of lace in a store.

. Linh wore her dress of lace on the first day of school.

. Linh's schoolmates were surprised when they saw her because
they had never seen an Asian girl in a dress before.

. The American teacher put Linh in the back of the classroom.

. As soon as the American teacher explained the problem, Linh
understood.

8. Linh did not enjoy her first day of school.
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B. Answer these questions.

1. How did Linh get her dress of lace?

2. Why did Linh want to wear the dress of lace to school?

3. What did Linh's schoolmates do when they saw her?

4. What did the American teacher have Linh do? Why?

5. When did Linh find out she was wearing a nightgown?

6. How did Linh feel when she found out she was wearing a
nightgown?

C. Give your opinion.

1. Do you think Linh's classmates behaved badly toward her?

2. What do you think Linh's teacher should have done?

3. Linh says she learned that she should not try to impress others.
Do you agree with Linh's conclusion? Why or why not?

4. What kind of clothes would you wear on your first day of
school or work? Explain your choice.

5. Suppose you were going someplace and you did not know.
what would be appropriate to wear. What would you do?

Clothing 3



D. Now add your own ideas to the story.

1. What did some of the students say to each other about Linh in
her nightgown? .

2. What did the teacher think about Linh? Did she like her or
dislike her? Did she think Linh was smart or stupid? Did she
feel sorry for Linh?

3. What did Linh's mother say to her when she came home so
upset?

4. How did Linh feel when she returned to school the next day?

5. How did the students treat Linh when she returned the next
day?

E. Compare yourself with Linh.

1. What did Linh learn?
2. What did you learn from Linh's story?

MR

Vocabulary /!

Complete the sentences with the appropriate words. Circle the
letter of the correct answer.

1. When Linh described her ethnic background she was referring
to

a. part of a picture or painting
b. the cultural group to which she belonged

2. If Linh's native language is Vietnamese, that means
a. it is the language she first learned as a child -
b. it is a language she learned later on in life

3. When Linh found ordinary clothes in the box she was
describing something
a. unusual
b. usual

4. Linh's fancy dress was
a. plain
b. elegant

4 UNIT 1



5. If Linh's dress had lace on it, that means it was
a. probably pretty
b. probably not pretty
6. When Linh wanted to impress the other students, that meant

a. she cared what they thought about her
b. she didn't care what they thought about her

7. When Linh felt embarrassed, she felt
a. happy
b. unhappy

8. Linh was worried about making a fool of herself. That means
she feared that
a. others would have respect for her
b. others would have no respect for her

9. When the teacher pointed to Linh's dress, she was .
a. using her finger to direct attention to the dress
b. drawing a picture of the dress _

10. Linh wanted to make friends with the students. She wanted

them
a. to like her
b. to like someone else but not her

CULTURE CAPSULE

Students usually wear casual, not formal, clothes
to school. Jeans, T-shirts, and sneakers are popular
among both girls and boys. It is also acceptable to dress
up more. Students dress according to their personal
preferences and sometimes are influenced by fads, or
the latest fashions. :

In some private schools and religious schools,
students wear uniforms. Although public schools do
fads—short-lived popular interests 1Ot use uniforms, they sometimes have "dress codes,"
K or practices or rules about what clothes may not be worn to school.j

Clothing 5
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A. Tell whether these sentences about the United States are true

or false.

1. Students wear uniforms to public schools.

2. There are no rules, and students can wear whatever they want.

3. Wearing a nightgown to school is acceptable.

4. Students cannot wear sneakers to school.

5. Students are not allowed to wear the latest fashion clothing to
school.

. Answer these questions about your country in writing or

aloud. What kinds of clothing do you usually wear when you
go to...

1. School?

2. Work?

3. The market?
4. A restaurant?
5. The movies?

6. Bed?

. Discuss these questions with your classmates.

1. What clothing would you wear indoors in your country, but
never outside in public?

2. Is there any clothing from your country that you would not
wear in public if you visited the United States?

3. From what you know about American clothing customs, is
there anything you would not wear because you do not like it
or because it is against the clothing customs of your country?

4. In what ways are American clothing customs similar to
clothing customs in your country? In what ways are they
different?

5. What American clothing customs do you especially like or
dislike?



6. Do American students dress more formally or more informally
than students in your country?
7. Did anything surprise you about this story?

ExpanSlon To. increase your vocabt.tlary about clothmgi solve
e @ this crossword puzzle with words from the list below.
i ;

bikini necktie shoes sweatsuit
bracelets nightgown sneakers tuxedo
hat purses suit
jacket sandals sunglasses
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Across Down
1. Good for the beach but not for the office 1. Good for job interviews
4. Good for outdoors but not for indoors 2. Some people wear them indoors;
5. Good for sleeping but not for school others take them off
7. Good for exercising but not for a wedding 3. Good for the summer but not for
9. A person can wear many of these at the the winter
same time _ 6. Good for a business meeting but
10. Most women carry these, and some wear not necessary for school
them on belts around their waists 8. Good for a wedding but not
12. Good for the winter but not for the summer for work
13. Good for the gym but not for church 11. Good for the beach but not to go
shopping

tuxedo—A man's formal evening suit, usually black

Clothing 7



Follow-

Up:

A. Give a brief oral or written report. Choose number 1 or 2.

1. Tell about a special occasion when you were either
underdressed or overdressed.

2. Tell about a time when you tried to impress someone by
your appearance but it did not work out as expected.

When you describe the event, consider including some of
the following details:

When did this happen? Where did it take place?
Why did the event occur?

What happened? What went wrong?

How did you fee!? How did others feel?

What did you learn from this experience?

B. A friend from your native country is planning a two-week
visit to the United States. He or she can bring only one

suitcase. In a letter, tell your friend what clothing he or
she should and should not pack.

8 UNIT1



UNiT 2

Holidays

') Do you know...

, 1. How do children celebrate Halloween?
2. What are three other American holidays?




