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Courage is resistance to fear, mastery BRI B AL, R,
of fear — not absence of fear. T 4E 7% A 2L,
— Mark Guwain — o, % - ek ia

Text The Dinner Party

I. Cultural Notes
1 Mona Gardner and “The Dinner Party”

“The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner, an American woman writer, is
selected from The Saturday Review of Literature, Vol. 25, No. 5, January 31, 1941.

2  India in colonial period

During the time this story took place, India was a British colony, and the
colonial officials worked for the British government in India. In 1610, the
British chased away a Portuguese naval squadron, and began its presence in
India with a few trading centers at Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta, and the East
India Company created its own outpost at Surat. During the 18th century and
the first half of the 19th century, many British people went to India as Army
officers to make their fortunes. The British were more or less welcome (indeed,



there were a number of highly connected Anglo-Indian families) until the re-
bellion in 1857-1858, and the British influence had been dominant and profound.
However, along with the desire for independence, in 1915, Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi eventually led the country to independence, and the Brit-
ish promised that they would leave India by 1947. In 1947, the British rule in
India ended.

3 Equality between the sexes

Prejudice against women has long been a hot social issue, and many argue
that women still have not achieved real equality with men, since women are

still discriminated in many fields, especially in their career and family life.

4 The cobra

The cobra in India, which can often be seen in novels or movies about
India, is an extremely venomous snake with smooth shiny skins of different
color and patterns, but not as dangerous to humans as commonly thought. It
does not want to bite a human, so it alerts the human of its presence just like a
rattlesnake does, but in a different way.

The strong slender bodies of the cobra are yellow, brown, or almost black.
The common Indian cobra is 5 to 6 feet long. The longest poisonous snake in
the world is the king cobra, which can grow to be 18 feet long. The 12-inch
babies can spread their tiny hoods and poison their prey.

These cobra snakes are considered slightly more intelligent than the aver-
age snake and they are also very adaptive. That’s why they are sometimes found
in agricultural land and near human inhabitations. These are dangerous snakes;
their bites are poisonous and they ecasily hit a person in the eyes at a distance of
two meters.

5 Rupee

The Rupee is the common name for the currencies used in India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Mauritius. An Indian rupee is equivalent to one hundred

new paisc or pice (singular: paisa).
6 Naturalist

A naturalist is someone who studies animals and plants.



1. Stylistic Features

AT A —ALEM PR EF,. ZHF LT — ARk £ @ iR bt e §
HAAT 69 £, Mitrid T XA A3 & R AL — AiIAA M dok 3, {2
ol A2 & 4L R SRR FIAE T AR ILE B B . KRR H @8 T a4 R &
Lt 280 FE, 4 A4 (a colonial official and his wife, and the guests). F4
(how the hostess showed her great courage and presence of mind when facing
danger). # 8 (during the colonial period). #.% (India).

M — AT AR 20, F BRI A ILAER AT T 3, MmitfF
HEF AL TE, fHELP RS MFRATTHE, o I AR AN
8 3R A LA B8 —F —AT, b AN B LA R . KF 55
ZHAFIRITA, L H#ETRE —4) “Because it was crawling across my foot”,
AL E AW FERRAREL., I LHFELE O. Henry R %42 5% 3L E 0, Bp
HELEGIRE. HX R TEM, Bl Fi A RRMA. it fTmy 5
#9315 X 8 T

1) In what order is the story presented? (chronological order i I8t &)

2) The author gives a detailed description of the environment and the
characters involved. What are they?

(See the table below)

spacious dining room, a bare marble
2 the environment floor, open rafters and side glass

doors opening to a veranda

a strange expression comes over the

face, staring straight ahead, her

5 the hostess muscles contracting slightly, whis-
pers something
bare, three corners are empty, in the
7 the environment fourth the servants are waiting to
serve the next course
: : out of the corner of his eye, jumps
10 the American’s action ¥e: Jop
to slam the veranda doors safely shut
a faint smile lights up the woman’s
13 the hostess b .1

face



11l. Summary of the Text

The story tells how the hostess got the cobra out of the dining room.
Though people consider that men are generally braver than women, the hostess,
a colonial official’s wife, showed her great courage and presence of mind. A fatal
cobra crawled across the hostess’ foot; the hostess, however, did not scream.
She asked the servant to get a bowl of milk, bait for a snake, and finally got the
cobra out of the dining room successfully with the help of an American.
Structure of the Story

B84 (Para. 1): XFI T, NMBTHFORR.

B84 (Paras. 2—13): REAM K F S 4ckif & FEEFiTiE, ML EA
W A% 2 T a9 IR B 5| Bl £ oh, R T Mt I AAA .

IV. Key Words & Expressions

I alicated discussion ... (Introductory Remarks)
heated: a.
a) fierce, spirited, lively #2l4Y, #2i4Y
[{7] 4] We were engaged in a heated debate about the situation in the
Middle East. A3k F &K 695 %247 T 2 69t
b) angry, excited {7449, #3h4Y
[{7] 411 George grew heated as he spoke of the hardship in his childhood.
WE|F S, s RIFsFR K.
4 JE] M3k 47 heated 2 heat #n bk ed 4Tk, mA—ANF R,
2 .. in arather unexpected way. (Introductory Remarks)
unexpected: a. not expected; unforeseen Z4h4Y, B RE|4Y
[7] %] His unexpected arrival made all of us at a loss.
et Tl B RARBAFTA ARETE R TS FT 35
[# J&] unexpected 5 expected £ R i, RAA:
expectation: n. anticipation #1%, 18%
3 .. shortly before the First World War (Para. 1)
shortly: ad.
a) soon, not long 1k, RA
[714]] Police arrived at the scene shortly after the car accident.
FREAETN, BRHAZTAY.
b) briefly and rudely 42 f R &4 38



/1 “I don’t have time to talk with you. I'm in a hurry,” he said
shortly, “Come next time.”
CRRA AR, REALARF,” TAHIUEKL, “TRAR
g,

I have never been able to rrack down. (Para. 1)

track down: find after a long search or hunting (£ZiTKBf 196938 %) €37

3|, it&3

[/ 41] The girl had spent several years trying to track down her parents
and brothers.

AU T U e it 8] & 2] T 4 sLF o U L6 T %

A colonial official ... (Para. 2)

colonial: a. of or related to a colony or colonies 74 & 349

[l 4] The oil painting was created in the colonial period.

X i @ A AF T I R AT .

[4 JE ] colony: n. a place that is controlled by another country 74 K3
colonize: vt. take control of another country by settling down there
t1:40
colonialism: n. a situation in which one country rules another 74 &, 50
colonialist: n. someone who supports colonialism 74 K, £ 3 #

They are seated with their guests. (Para. 2) '

be seated: sit down # &, 4TF

[7/4]] When he finally got to the dinner party, all the guests were already
seated at the table.

LA R R, AANEARCERRIART.

[#47] be seated 3% “A” #94KZ; sit down MEF “4” e93h4k.

... their spacious dining room ... (Para. 2)

spacious: a. big, vast, having a lot of space i ##9

[f7]4]] Our new house has a spacious living room and an exquisite kitchen.
KM ETH RO ETAATG R 5.

... a bare marble floor ... (Para. 2)

bare:

(1) a

a) not covered LB £ 49, ey, LEKH
[{#1 47] If you are interested in yoga, you can start practising it on
bare feet. 4o RARA oAy 3648, ARTARE B 4643 .
b) containing nothing = #9
[ 411 My fridge was bare apart from three smelly eggs.
KROKMERT AL ECEHAHERT.




10

11

¢) basic, with nothing extra A A& a9. {XH #)
[{7]4]] The public wants more than just the bare facts of the event.
IR B AL TR AR F .
(2) vt. reveal, expose %, FHRFE LI
[714]] The fierce large dog barked and bared its teeth to the strangers.
A XGE KM@ EASER, BFET FHE.
[#47] bare, empty (JL% 3] III. Vocabulary Activities 1)
A spirited discussion springs up... (Para. 3)
(1) spirited: a. heated, lively #7449, #7249 (A ZF) heated)
(2) spring up: appear or grow suddenly and quickly /A3, ®Amikikib
B, Ak
[ %]] My hometown has changed a lot. Many new factories and com-
panies are springing up every day.
ROK G TAMRK, F 33 L) Foor 8] f R A4 MG A F R
B
A woman’s reaction ... (Para. 4)
reaction: .
a) the way of reacting; response K&
(7] 4] The initial reaction of people to bad news is shock.
A B 3R0K &t 5o — R sk AR IF.
b) a bad effect caused by food, medicine or another substance & B RN
[#74]] Some people’s skin has an allergic reaction to certain types of
fabric. A 36 A Bk 3T 3R AY 4F 4 487 So A L BB .
c) a process in which a chemical change happens 1£% & &
(9] %] Experts are studying reactions between a number of metals and
acids. & RAEAH R — 245 BRI 69103 R .
[4 K] react: vi. act or behave in a way in answer R
[ %]] Women workers react violently to the unequal treatment of the
factory. % TAS L) 4T ¢ Ron-F A58 R 3% 2L,
(44 7] react #o reaction B F 541 to £ A, /& @KL ARFIA4) ing H K.
... iInany crisis ... (Para. 4)
crisis: n. an urgent, difficult or dangerous situation &AL (F4H X # crises)
[#]%]] Negotiations have so far failed to solve the political crisis.
EF) RS R AL AR IX B BUS AL,
[{41i2] economic crisis (ZF/&M) , family crisis (REEEA) , mid-life
crisis (F /&) , energy crisis (&R ) 5.




12 while a man may feel like it ... (Para. 4)
feel like: have a liking for, wish for 2% (feel like sth. or feel like doing sth.)
[/ 4]] None of the soccer fans feel like going to sleep when the World
Cup is going on. # R K EA, REMATR L.
13 ... what really counts. (Para. 4)
count: vi. be important, make difference £2X %, RAEA, &L
(7 %11 What really counts is whether you have really realized your mistake.
A EERMRGAT LEINRE T R 4R,
It seemed that my opinion did count for nothing in their cyes.
Ak, EAARY, Ko)FEILE LML
[{% /L] count for nothing —X R, £AMA
14 . join in the argument. (Para. 5)
argument: .
a) a discussion or debate #i&, it
[ %] The strike triggered a new round of argument over/about the
role of the government.
EILNATH—4ex TBHA A &y ik,
b) a reason or reasons given to support or disapprove sth. 1, #©4#, &%
[#71%]] The current low mortgage rates are an argument for buying a
house now. JAT &9 KT 5T KA F R MK F 5 T 694RIE .
(9 ] argue: v. disagree and quarrel 4-it, it
argumentation: n. the presentation and elaboration of an argument or
arguments #3E
argumentative: a. having the quality of arguing %£49
(3 TE #AT] argument, dispute, controversy
argument 5% &7 A F e3P dy ok T AF A T8 SR B BB 5 g idA,
#]4=: Emotions are seldom swayed by argument.
RS LR Fh,
dispute 3% B FHBRARLF FHANEMFHENL LM, FHEsEE.
ffl4a: A dispute arose among union members about the terms of the
new contract. T4 {1 EHEF 695375 @/ £ $ ik,
controversy 369 % A KA, AEANRIALENLE A AE 0 o B 4 ik,
#l4e: The use of nuclear power is the subject of widespread
controversy. £ 3) /2 —ANH JTZ 4 F A,
IS .. her muscles contracting slightly ... (Para. 5)

contract:

(1) vi.




a) make or become tighter or narrower §%, %%
My father always contracted his brow when he was think-
ing of something serious.
HLFADH — 50 ey P &2 F 8B K.
b) make or become shorter or smaller 4<%, %> (42)
Metal contracts as it cools. 4 /&% 208 20047
(2) vt. become infected with a disease &
| Unfortunately, the old artist contracted flu and died before he
finished his masterpiece.
BELERRAERT AL, LEAAFRAREAMEHERT.
(3) n. a written legal agreement between two people or businesses 4,
24
| Under this contract she was not allowed to work for any other
dress company.
RABIZE R, WA VAR A AR 5] T4E,
contraction: n. the process of becoming smaller #4&, %
contractor: n. a person or company that provides services at a speci-
fied price K&A, RHFA
16 She nmorions to the native boy... (Para. 5)
motion:
(1) vt. move the hand or head to point to somewhere or get someone’s attention
AFxkT&. 3B°F motion (for) sb. to do sth.
(#1471 T motioned (for) the waiter to bring the bill after the dinner.
A R TERSE R LK,
(2) n.
a) signal by hand or head 04k, F%
[ 4]] The dancer made a fluttering motion with her delicate hands.
FHERRAARFHT — MR IE.
b) the process of action or moving £3), #3)
[#7]4]] The wind from the car’s motion blew her long blond hair.
AFFHE, RARRT e EHKL.
c) a formal proposal to be discussed and voted on at a meeting )i,
X
(7 %] The Opposition is going to bring a no-confidence motion
against the government. K 5647 F-42 th — R xF B RZ1EE.
5 0t] 5 motion A X #9425 go through the motions #4477 ¥; set
sth. in motion &#------ , A PR A,



