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JONATHAN SWIFT

B K A%

CEF DY BMIEETHER - HiE k4 (Jonathan Swift, 1667—
1745) A HEBRE-AKEBRRE. BHIEHE, hEHNRAY, &
WEAR=—ZRIEL. BEVE, A—I1EE. BRIZERE  BL
RUMMARS, RFEETHRFAETHES. A 2B RS RE—
MFIE, EHTHEBSE, XIMENEREH. RiIMERLERRE
STRAMEMEEMELANER: (ABNEEY (XTEEHDX
ITH. REEFNBBZRAONGHE) M (PEZHR (XTHRES
MERERLSIERAEE).

b, EETXEEASNRS, EZREIMKE, FHbE®
o 1707%, hERKERT XML, HHR. FREELHER, S0
XEEH. MEBE EARBTERR, SRENEMN LIS, BER
ST CEREY MTE, RARFRNRLAE. RNFAXBERB
B, RAEXBHEE, NMbNREARSEEE, BhThEMIE,
BRALAN SR, MZfb?E KABMKEY FRBNSENAAIERN AL
FRER, MMRERFENERESFEXA—MEBEELSHR



MR XTERRBHAT FREXENERZNE L, BARABL. B
e, E1713F, HFAXFRREZRE, ERHAZRELTRELE
BEH, HEMEITS FXHE.

BEREFERE, HHAXFNTERNBREARFETEIUNE
&, FERATREMMNRFOEXSF.

BX, BREZARR—NMEEFENREK. BERESRR=ZH—K

I, M THAFERRHRRES, LAXENE—ABRE. A

BEE, FTEREEANTRHARR, B—IERLR, HREEGRE
EMABRIARIEE. FH. MRHHNR. KEEREFARESL
H, FRRERRABELF, TRZS; REIT THEERENDGEA,
MRHRMBR MR, ERRHHREN; REBFERRLER=F&
B0, FEBRETRY>SHNEMEE; BREARNEFTRR,
BRFRE. WIN, BREARKBHEMORER, ZERPER. BR
ZARZEBERTEER, RERTSN, THENERDR, AMEEE
R

HERFRIAMS ARFFEZNRESR, BEMKZE, FH—
RIXTERINXE. REXE, GHRHI “BREBEL” (the Irish
Pamphlets), S5hAARME (BT HHEY —ERSETHARBHNEEAR
B, MAEXLBRPREDARSIBNUE HEEFY (The Drapier’s
Letters) FLLAETNRH (HZE S (A Modest Proposal).

(CEREILY EME, SFI1724F, SN—NBUEHR  AENKE
EFAREENEATE, RENT, SEREFENEELHET
(Wood’s Halfpenny ), E&EZRERE, KBNUARENRF. FARX
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BRE-TZRZNFOBX, RRTEHBBEENEE, BFREMN
RE. higd: MREAXFHED, ABREERZARNHE—FARE,
A, EEEERATICRERREIEZIMRERT. BEAOXEHE
BREMNGUAMBEHRR, FFEREZAREEACERNGIE. (TH
By —H, REmE, AZREZLEMRERENHRK. RELZER
RIHX/IHENERIEER. BN, REAAMEEEII], A%
BT ARGFERFHNEE. XREBFAETRHIEC2RAEENS
K.

ATEREZMREND, HFRXBHORE, STHEXE, &Y
WHEEW, REFBZEARTESRXN, BRENALIREEEREFMR, A
RKRBEKRKAZS, ZHHREE, RGBEF, KLARTEIMNKRE.
XBZ X REHFHERFE HAERBRACHBILZEEREI (1729).
ARBEXESD, FEREA-—TEOXEREAERRNEL, XA—8F
REAABERZARNOY, RHECHAZRZEAN “Eig” M
‘B, REEHRN “EEREFSAFEXIEFHEREXSERMA
RAHRER WATR—FEREREBIGEBRESANNET, B “H
B, —ERLRERTIRANERLNEMEXARBEAMHT
E, ERA-FMHHKATTNEGEA TR, BEMNR, F&—HF+5
TENEE—H. AW, EXFERMUE, KEERERATXHEA
HEHREBRERT!

RUEESNE R BFRIIZIBXE, FERFEELSTHE BER
HEXREE “BRAKHAN. BRERRMAZR. LRI LLBEER
NRT . B, CEMEEXFRE) NREEUXNARPHRE Rk
HERAFYTRELE. BEEM. AOXS. BNRER. EMXEH



MBREZARMARE NENFEEENMN. REBEROEEHEH5H
B—b A E IR KEMEERBGF TIEX A E R 62 355 M 254
FTT7. R, ABASHHARTRXS, TRREARFNEMB T,
HREXBFE(ERSID PAAISMSARILESERY, ﬁl%ﬂ%lﬂ?‘f (&3
ABE) FREMAA—H, MREESESTFEMLESBEH#TKE
RAREZE, BEKMMEE, OBENREA—F HOZi7,

&R, PRA—ROE: FRIABHEXELR. A L2PEREE
RKWE. EREREENRIKITZ—,
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A MODEST PROPOSAL

For Preventing the Children of Poor People in Ireland from Being a
Burden to Their Parents or Country, and for Making
Them Beneficial to the Public

Itisa melancholy1 object to those who walk through this great town” or
travel in the country, when they see the streets, the roads and cabin
doors crowded with beggars of the female sex, followed by three, four,
or six children, all in rags and importuning every passenger for an alms.
These mothers, instead of being able to work for their honest livelihood,
are forced to employ all their time in strolling to beg sustenance for their
helpless infants, who, as they grow up, either turn thieves for want of
work, or leave their dear native country to fight for the Pretender’ in

Spain, or sell themselves to the Barbadoes".

I think it is agreed by all parties that this prodigious number of children in
the arms, or on the backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and frequently
of their fathers, is in the present deplorable state of the kingdom5 a very
great additional grievance; and therefore whoever could find out a fair,
cheap, and easy method of making these children sound, useful members

of the commonwealth would deserve so well of the public6 as to have his

1 melancholy: sad, gloomy.

the Pretender (fB{rE, HREEMH4ENE).
2 this great town: $5& /% 2 & £ Dublin, 4 the Barbadoes: FREDEFBES SRg— 815, KEM

3 the Pretender: $53 T James 11f5 )|, % James Edward
Stuart, 1688 FRE “HHFER" B, HLNEEL
JAETEUEE (William, Prince of Orange) fh 2 H
EEx. FRERHERREEN, BRFICESE
B¥, James Edward Stuart 5 5% E BB FRIZIS T
BERETIT8 R 17ISFRE, ¥ERK, iRk

ERM . YR AEENEM S ENBREASHREH
ENEERER H B EHE T,

5 the kingdom: 3§ B /R,

6 deserve so well of the public: deserve to be treated
well by the public (BBFZEHLER).
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RMAZAKBHESHEL BIRTHOA, EEFLHXL. B, b
BIAKHTRES, RARE=ZTA. ARMNMNETF, SEHREER,
RERIBARS, BEE—MESHNRE. ZEMEENA, TEXH
IMERESMNET, RERREMER, IBPERREESHEILT
—0fRz; MXERLKKME, TERAEITHHEME, E2F
SEREZABEOATNEREILRTN, BFARAREBEEFZEE
2P

BB, EHALES-BER, REFRN (HEBREEMN) &
2HE. SLEE. HERENZBSRANNEKT, EREYIHTE
RATRER—NMRROFIRME. FHiL, ZEFAEBEE—IEZ. &
%, HRUTHME EERENETHERARRPREFANS T,
AREBANMBRE, EENZCHALYERKRKE, AtbERIBRER.
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statue set up for a preserver of the nation.

But my intention is very far from being confined to provide only for the
children of professed beggars‘: it is of a much greater extent, and shall
take in the whole number of infants at a certain age who are born of
parents in effect as little able to support them as those who demand our

charity in the streets.

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for many years upon this
important subject, and maturely2 weighed the several schemes of other
. 3 . . :
projectors’, | have always found them grossly mistaken in their
computation. It is true, a child just dropped from its dam’ may be sup-
ported by her milk for a solar year, with little other nourishment; at most
not above the value of two shillings, which the mother may certainly
. . .5 .
get, or the value in scraps, by her lawful occupation of begging’, and it
is exactly at one year old that | propose to provide for them in such a
manner as instead of being a charge upon their parents or the parish, or
wanting food and raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall on the
contrary contribute to the feeding, and partly to the clothing, of many

thousands.

There is likewise another great advantage in my scheme, that it will
prevent those voluntary abortions, and that horrid practice of women
murdering their bastard children, alas, too frequent among us, sacrific-
ing the poor innocent babes, | doubt, more to avoid the expense than
the shame, which would move tears and pity in the most savage and

inhuman breast.

The number of souls’ in this kingdom’ being usually reckoned one mil-
lion and a half, of these I calculate there may be about two hundred

8 . 9 .
thousand couple whose wives are breeders’; from which number | sub-

1 professed beggars: professional beggars.

2 maturely: carefully. 5 lawful occupation of begging: R IFEEE 5 =12,

3 projectors: plan-makers, devisers of schemes (A% —HAAEBRMRETHNMARCREEN, B
R)——UHEANRCER RN S, figag T ET (strdy beggars) M.
BRIGIRIT, DUBERAD AFARI. B7ELRA4SULSIBIBE 6 souls: persons, people.
AR ERE R ENDY, 3T RERGAENRE
AEHITOGHR

4 dropped from its dam: dam }§£3 %, dropped IEEI#H
THERERFRRATIESARLT wun  © el FRE A

7 this kingdom: Ireland.
8 couple: XEHAYEEKXRE.



B, AXMBREFETABERLZTERE, BEEETZES,
ERMERNANSGRIBZCREER, BAMMMNHNISRERLMH
M, —mREEHLERHA.

RERAT, MWTXH—AEREE, RALEHTSERS, @
BEEMREAGFBTROHMNEAER, T, REAMNET
EFEREFERRZL. BYLE, — A RIBESLNEIL, RESE
B, REHNNTAFNBITE LEE— REE, HAEESRE
AL, BEEMLE—-AFNBEEE, BRETUEESENEE
ENRRB. BFEREBRONEBEET —AFHNIL. RERR
RXFIE, NFEFERAIRBAKRMNRE, TEAC—%ETFH
TERESS, HE, FRARTARMEIHE—HIRE.

BB, RENMTREF B —FMERNFL, CTMUHEIEERERS
MEREALZFIEECHRERILMBAGTI —TE XERMNEEY +
REMRBRET . BE, BRNERLETRITEZNNEGHIEE, 55
WEATESR, THEEATER. IHENE, IFUEBLEETAHN
HRART, BARER TR EEIBK

ERENAD-BIHEI—BR+TH. BbH, REXAF-+7H
MEBEF, MNZXIMEFEH, REEEREFRFLENEZTH—2
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tract thirty thousand couple who are able to maintain their own children,
although I apprehend there cannot be so many under the present dis-
tresses of the kingdom; but this being granted, there will remain a hun-
dred and seventy thousand breeders. | again subtract fifty thousand for
those women who miscarry, or whose children die by accident or dis-
ease within the year. There only remain a hundred and twenty thousand
children of poor parents annually born. The question therefore is, how
this number shall be reared and provided for, which, as | have already
said, under the present situation of affairs, is utterly impossible by all the
methods hitherto proposed. For we can neither employ them in handi-
craft or agriculture; we neither build houses (I mean in the country) nor
cultivate land. They can very seldom pick up a livelihood by stealing till
they arrive at six years old, except where they are of towardly parts1;
although | confess they learn the rudiments’ much earlier, during which
time they can however be looked upon only as probationers, as | have
been informed by a principal gentleman in the county of Cavan’, who
protested to me that he never knew above one or two instances under
the age of six, even in a part of the kingdom so renowned for the quick-

est proficiency in that art.

| am assured by our merchants that a boy or a girl before twelve years

old is no salable commodity; and even when they come to this age they

will not yield above three pounds, or three pounds and half a crown” at
5 . 6 .

most on the Exchange’; which cannot turn to account either to the

parents or the kingdom, the charge of nutriment and rags having been at

least four times that value.

I shall now therefore humbly propose my own thoughts, which | hope

will not be liable to the least objection.

| have been assured by a very knowing7 American of my acquaintance
in London, that a young healthy child well nursed is at a year old a most

delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food, whether stewed, roasted,

1 of towardly parts: & & F#. 5 the Exchange: the market.
2 the rudiments: the rudiments in the art of stealing. 6 turn to account: be useful or profitable.
3 Cavan: B/R2ZALERANERH. 7 knowing: well-informed (GFEEINEE).

4 crown: REI T &, HEES.



®, ASERRARE, BUKSEERLE: DEQL, BREEF
ERNEmE. ABBREAET, SEBENSN, SEE—BE2HE
. BBTRCORI. Z4A—FK SANEFFLRRBT4=T
T, EETENARBAR LS NETF— B4, RESRL, HEH
BBET, ERHANEBERERR, Bh, BINEFEERREN
ZTMES. ME, GFE (REOEST) HENLEE. Fr. 4
MREAS, GEREEATHE, RERLHANETFHISH, B
R, ROFA ERFEGERARGNRERSEREE, T
FEERSAREEEIEET. FXB—REANREY, DEED
A=A MBRIE R RS EANT, RATABAERR, AN T
REBL—F.

BAMNEFRE, T2FUTHBE. XBREARTELT, BIE
HT+2%, iThBAE=%, RL=8T¥=H. INTFKEHE
REXTHTE, BIAEMNABAMBRELXAWIRG, NEx
R EAET .

AL, RERERL, FERESREFRIN.

BRERBINRN—IRANBHEEAN TR, —PMRFSALE
SREI—%/NJL, T, . . X BE—MEFTO. BEx. BEH
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baked, or boiled; and | make no doubt that it will equally serve in a

. 1
fricassee or a ragout .

1 do therefore humbly offer it to public consideration that of the hun-
dred and twenty thousand children, already computed, twenty thou-
sand may be reserved for breed, whereof only one fourth part to be
males, which is more than we allow to sheep, black cattlez, or swine; .
and my reason is that these children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a
circumstance not much regarded by our savages3, therefore one male
will be sufficient to serve four females. That the remaining hundred thou-
sand may at a year old be offered in sale to the persons of quality and
fortune through the kingdom, always advising the mother to let them
suck plentifully in the last month, so as to render them plump and fat for
a good table. A child will make two dishes at an entertainment for friends;
and when the family dines alone, the fore or hind quarter4 will make a
reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little pepper or salt will be very

good boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter.

.5 Oy . .
I have reckoned upon a medium™ that a child just born will weigh twelve
pounds, and in a solar year if tolerably nursed increaseth to twenty-

eight pounds.

I grant this food will be somewhat dear and therefore very proper for
landlords, who, as they have already devoured most of the parents, seem

to have the best title to the children.

Infant’s flesh will be in season throughout the year, but more plentiful in
March, and a little before and after. For we are told by a grave author,
an eminent French physicianﬁ/ that fish being a prolific7 diet, there are
more children born in Roman Catholic countries about nine months

after Lent’ than at any other season; therefore, reckoning a year after

1 a fricassee [frika'si:] or a ragout ['regu:}: XX A 5 upona medium: on an average ( FIKii).
RE, FERWET— LLTHEWER AT 6 a grave author, an eminent French physician: $§7%E
nopmer, ISEXA . K 8 B8 KIERRARE (1494—1553), (B ALY B97EH. fh
R A BRI BREAER, Rt R, 2

2 black cattle: B 2:(oxen of Scotch and Welsh high- RiE.
land breed, originally black), 7 prolific: BB B .

3 our savages: HERZMBA, S HBR" 8 Lent: W%, HEEHHN-HEE, EHAE, X
4 the fore or hind quarter: 3758, FSHR (3g&2%), FHETREGR, Rgrs.



