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" SACRED IMAGES IN BUDDHIST ART

Chinese Buddhist art has a history of several thousand
years. It is the pride of the Chinese people and symbolizes
the diligence and wisdom of the people. It is a magnificent
and bright pearl in the treasure house of the world.Guiding
by the recent religious policy of the Chinese Government,
Chinese Buddhist culture has rapidly spread to the rest
of the world. Its mystical power has become the focus of
attention. More and more foreign friends, scientists, scholars
and businessmen travel to China’s famous mountains and
rivers and with veneration visit ancient temples and scenic
spots.In Buddhism, the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha are
known as the Three Jewels or Triratna. Essential Buddhist
treasures include ornaments decorated with Buddha
images, a crown decorated with five Dhyani-Buddhas,
jeweled necklaces and strings of ornaments decorating
Buddhist images and precious hairpins. Sacred Buddhist
objects, stupas, relics and scriptures are called Mani
treasures The golden disk, the Precious Parasol, the Seven
Treasures and Eight Auspicious Symbols are knows as
Wish-fulfilling Jewels. In short, all Buddhist articles are




treasures. Treasures, made of indestructible gems, are spotless and without pollutants. These
treasures are precious or sacred images. Sacred images symbolise wealth and honour , that
which is holy, and is believed to expel evil. The Buddha said that the Buddha Realm is a pure
land, a world of shiny gems, full of immeasurable treasures. It is a place that is incorruptible, a
place without disease, old age and suffering. There is no hunger and no war., with only peace
and happiness. Life has no end and it is the ideal world for human beings. Sacred images and
paintings of sacred images symbolise the world of indestructible gems. Since ancient times,
for thousands of years, artisans have industriously depicted sacred images in different decorative
patterns and designs. It has been handed down in the monasteries and amongst common people
and the Buddhist images have already become a part of traditional Chinese culture. It is evident
everywhere in our daily lives, where images can be seen on pavilions, furniture, ceramics, gold,
silver and jade objects and on embroidery. Man’s ideals and aspirations for the future are reflected
in these images. If only there could be more indestructible gems and less pollution and the light
of the gems could spread all over the world. In Sacred Images in Buddhist Art excellent works
of art are selected which depict the Seven Treasures and Eight Auspicious Symbols, and sacred
images of Buddha and Boddhisatvas. Works which are kept by the Zhuhai Buddhist Art Pavilion
have been painted on silk using traditional techniques and methods. The paintings are remarkable
and outstanding, yet dignified and simple, with magnificent colours. May your reading of this
book bring you good fortune, fulfil all your wishes and bring you wisdom, happiness and good
health!
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