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UNIT 1

Family Life

I Changes in Family Life mm—————

1. Warm up — Discussion _

Work with a partner, taking turns to ask and answer the following questions.

1) How many people are there in your family? What are they?

2) When you were a baby, who looked after you? Were you brought up by your grandpar-
ents?

3) Do your parents have many brothers and sisters? If so, where do they live? Do you have
any cousins?

4) Do you have any married brothers or sisters? If so, do they live with you?

5) How often do you see your relatives?

6) Suppose (¥ #) you live with your grandparents. your uncles and aunts and cousins,
how would you think? Do you think you’d be happy or unhappy about that? Why?

2. Reading — Family Life in Britain

1 A “typical” British nuclear family (#%.>% k£ )used to be made up of a mother, a father
and two children. But in recent years there have been changes in family life. Some of these
have been caused by new laws and others are the result of changes in society. For example,
since the law made it easier to get a divorce, the number of divorces has increased. In fact,
one marriage in every three now ends in divorce. This means that there are a lot of one-
parent families. Society is now more tolerant than it used to be of unmarried people, un-
married couples and single parents.

2 Another change has been caused by the fact that people are living longer nowadays.
Many old people live alone following the death of their husbands or wives. As a result of
these changes in the pattern of people’s lives, there are many families that have only one
person or one parent with children.

3 You might think that marriage and family are not so popular as they once were. How-
ever, most of the divorced people would choose to marry again.
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1 Grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces and in-laws are still considered
as members, or relatives of an extended family. But they are outside the basic duties that
people have to their immediate families. These family members keep in touch, but they see
less of each other than they used to. This is because people often move away from their
hometown to work, so families live in different places. Christmas is for family gatherings.
Family relatives often travel many miles in order to spend the holiday together.

t

5 In general, young people would rather live on their own than live with their parents

when setting up their own family units. This is because they are eager to have their own
family and become “heads of families”. As a result, the older generation often lives alone
after their children’s marriages. So who looks after the older generation?
& The British government would take care of the older generation. It gives them some money regu-
larly to support their lives. But in the future it will be more and more difficult for the national econ-
omy to support the increasing number of elderly. At the present time, more than half of all old peo-
ple are looked after at home. Many others live in Old Peoples’ Homes.
¢ Relationships within the family are different now. Parents treat their children more as
equals than they used to, and children have more freedom to make their own decisions.
The father is helping more with bringing up children, often because the mother goes out to
work. There are more chances for family members to take part in different activities out-
side the home. Although the family holiday is still an important part of family life (usually
taken in August, and often abroad) many children have holidays away from their parents,
often with a school party or other organized groups.

(Adapted from Spotlight on Britain)

Notes to the Text
1. ... since the law made it easier to get a divorce ... (Para.1) f FEE{FE S IHE T M

to get a divorce: RNER, BN “KEHIE”, £ /E made HEIFEIE.
2. ... one marriage in every three now ends in divorce. (Para.1)%F one marriage out of
three now ends in divorce. & =M il B30 A — R LIBS IS4 4%,
end 7EA]PRFNE, BAGEER KIE”, 5418 in R B R Lo HR” G R 7,
Biin .
If you drive as carelessly as that, you’ll end in hospital. f1ERIFZEX AR/ DL
R B 4 SR R BT Y

The football match ended in a draw. X3 R RBELEERENFIT TN EFE,
3. Society is now more tolerant than ... unmarried people ... (Para.1) BU7E, 4t &%t ARt
AEBON RIBFRBERB LU ERELEDO RS ERET .
to be tolerant of sth. /sb. Xf------ FARRE; XABRKEHERFN A ... more tolerant of
unmarried people than it used to be, FEREE A/ -AMEIE of ... KiK,A ¥ than M5
[iif: )0 % g: g2 N
used to TRt BRI EIE . BI40 .1 used to go there quite often. FRLARTL % IEIL
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10. ...

11.

(BERIMAERZEET). Xin.1 do not swim so often as I used to. FRILFEA U LLATHR
FEZ 8 Wk T . 31N Parents treat their children more as equals than they used to.
(Para.7) SCREXRE Tt HLLARTE P25 T

Grandparents, aunts ... are still considered as members, or relatives of an extended

family. (Para.4) A SRR BB MR RREN R SGER.

to be considered as: #IAR BE B , B,
He was considered as one of the best students in his class. fb#iA N EH F EiFr0
FHZ—,

extended family. JLRFEH KR E

But they are outside the basic duties that people have to their immediate families.
(Para.4)

that people have to their immediate families £ 515 M%), #&Hi the basic duties, HXE
EMETEILES 11 #0T,

outside the basic duties & ¥ “ AR A FEMEA T, outside B R “#Eit----- {5F)
Bl

This is because people often move away from their hometown to work. (Para.5)
because people often move away from their hometown to work ZFi&E M4, HXEKiE

MATTEILEE — BOTIRER ST

. Young people would rather live on their own than live with their parents ... (Para.5)

ERATEECHETNABEEMLE—RE.
would rather ... than ... : RR“F/E- - MARE ", FRENAEIE . B0
He would rather listen to others than talk himself. fbTEHAGEAR ) A,
X
He would rather play than work. f7*EHith A T4E.
onone’s own: FEHC M7, FiA:
I’ve been living on my own for four years now. JREZMr A FENET,

. Tt gives them money regularly to support their lives. (Para.6) BUR & 8 #1248 i fi]— 26

BB TR AT .
BN E Bk 52 N AETE TR A5k £ 4, old age pension,

. it will be more and more difficult for the national economy to support the increas-
ing number of elderly. (Para.6) BAEFEANBHKBEE, HREFERILE AN EFERE
A NE
to support: AE . FEAIHE will be more and more difficult EE £i&. it REERX
Fif.
children have more freedom to make their decisions. (Para. D F{ 1A E L H/EHR
EMAR.
to make: NEXIEREE B freedom, AR EEIE MG UL 4 B8 50 i3 vt
War.

There are more chances for family members to take part in different activities outside

the home. (Para.7) R L HIPL LB NSMETESD
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for family members to take part in: NEXME ALEH, LHAEXETPIEER, B

chances,

Phrases and Expressions

1. as a result of i F - AZER 2. one-parent family HEREE
3. tobe made up of L&A . A 5 4. keep in touch with somebody 5++++= 1
5. would rather ... than ... F[&-=-fli b RFERR

Jereens . 6. look after FEEB
7. in the future $3% . ‘ 8. have freedom to do sth. % B Hifi----+-
9. make one’s decision H A {EthE 10. bring up & 3%.WW KHEZH

11. onone’sown SEHC .

2.1 Reading Comprehension

Read the text carefully and choose the best answer for each question.
1) The text is mainly about
A. a typical British family
B. changes in British family life
C. the older generation in British families
D. family members in British families
2) According to the text, all the following statements are true EXCEPT that
A. Christmas is the only season for family gathering
B. more divorces have led to more one-parent families in Britain
C. older people are helped by the government
D. young people would like to have their holidays away from their parents
3) From the text, one can infer(FEWT)that
A. there are fewer and fewer families in Britain
B. British people still like to have a family
C. young couples don’t like their parents anymore
D. there would be no Old People’s Homes in the future
4) The underlined phrase immediate families in Paragraph 4 refers to (F§#J &)

A. people who are closely related to you, such as your parents, your children
B. people who will get married at once
C. families that are living nearby
D. families that are leaving for somewhere right away
5) According to the text, to end a marriage is
A. not allowed by law
B. not accepted by the society
C. more and more difficult
D. easier and easier
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2.2 Vocabulary Exercises

2.2.1 Meaning-matching
Read the following sentences carefully. Match the meaning of the underlined words with the
Chinese in the right column. Write the letter at the space provided.

1) It was typical of him to get angry about it. a. ERHY

2) __ Seatbelts must, by law. be worn by passengers. b. E#L

3) __ All of us should not do anything bad to our society. c. FEMA

4)  Her first marriage was not very happy. d. SLAIH

5) ___ This newly married couple has decided to live in the countryside. e¢. HH

6) __ Computer game is very popular in the school. f. Brduh

7) ___ When the family was out to the cinema, Brian was left to do the g. #4%
housework alone.

8)  The living pattern in this country is quite different from that in h. i
their country.

9) ___ During the school holidays, the children enjoyed their freedom. i. ##3

10) _ Teachers should treat students as equals. jo RKFE

2.2.2 Blank-filling
Complete the following sentences with the phrases in the box. Change forms when neces-
sary.

bringup endin » asaresultof cager to ' |
setup . ook after _ inthefutre keep in touch with 1

" on one’s own take part in . ‘ ‘ . ' ‘

1) Although they are studying in different countries, they each other by
e-mails.

2) When the father and mother were out for work, the baby by the neighbours.

3) He is not able to go out to work the heavy snow.

4) My parents were very busy with their jobs so I by my grandmother in the
country.

5) My husband and T would rather live than live with my parents, because my
parents’ house is too small.

6) » more and more couples will prefer to have no children.

7) Generally speaking, students learn the results immediately after the exam.

8) Tt’s a pity that their marriage divorce.

9) It seems that not many students would like to the trip to the countryside be-

cause there will be an exam tomorrow.
10) Before you your own family, you need to do a lot of things, such as looking
for a place to live in. buying furniture (&), etc.
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2.3 Translation

Translate the following sentences into English, using the words or phrases provided in the
brackets.

D REHROMELEHKE . (to bring up)

2) RHRMWERARFEIRT T/EBLEITHEIERIFEKR, (to keep in touch)

3) RN ZIEE T SEFHMARMFRE, (to treat sb. as)

4) FEERARFEHTRACHE, MABMLEERE. (would rather ... than ...)

5) RIEWBAEZE WEIKMLG . (eager to)

6) EXTEFRE, BIFCLEHE M BERE T . (popular)

T) #k.4L ESAHBREESMEEZKE., (in the future)

8) REXBETNET,.RELIMTXBEMAEEERX. (to be used to, pattern)

3.1 Pre-listening Exercises

3.1.1 Meaning-matching
Match the words and phrases in the left column with their corresponding Chinese meanings
in the right column. Write the letter at the space given.

1) play an important role in —_— a. AL

2) earn money — b. EEHEH

3) birth control — c.

4) acceptable — d. REBEEER/MEEEMRA
5) include — e. Bk

6) raise children — f. FREDBA

7) child-care center — g. REPL

8) breadwinner —_— h. JLF&EF

3.1.2 Discussion

Discuss the following questions with a partner:

1) In an American family, who do you think is the breadwinner, husband or wife?

2) If a married couple has children, who is going to look after the children, husband or wife?
3) Do you think older people would like to live with their married children? Why?

4) Is divorce popular in America? What are the usual reasons for divorce?

5) Do people like to have many children after they get married?

3.2 Listening Comprehension

Choose the best answer for each of the questions below.
1) When married women go out for work, their children are looked after by
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A. the children’s father
B. the children’s grandparents
C. someone from a child-care center
2) More people end their marriage when
A. they feel they are not happy about it
B. women go out for work
C. men fail to earn enough money
3) A typical American family usually includes
A. parents and two children
B. parents, children and their grandparents
C. husband and wife and the husband’s parents
4) Fewer old people like to live
A. on their own
B. in the Old People’s Homes
C. with their married children
5) Families are getting smaller now because
A. people don’t like to get married
B. fewer babies are born
C. people divorce frequently

3.3 Listening for Language

Listen to Dialogue 1 again and complete the following sentences with the words and phrases
you heard from the tape.

Asking for information:

1) I'm writing something about family life in America. ?

2) T'm quite interested in the roles men and women play in family.
9

3 So 7 When women go out for work., who looks after the children?

4) Could you ?

5) Generally speaking, ?

Asking for and giving clarification:

1) Isee. __ menand women are now more and more equal in family life.
9

2) Yes, . Husband and wife share their duties at home.

3) marriage is not so popular now?

4) . In fact, three out of four divorced people marry again.




