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Preface

This collection of history readings in English is for all who want to improve their English
skills and enjoy history. The need of history students for such a collection was originally recom-
mended to the editors by Professor Wang Tianyou, Chairman of History Department, Peking Uni-
versity. With this encouragement Professor Sha Luyin of Peking University and I planned a collec-
tion of history readings in English intended for both students and general reades who have a strong
interest in history and are at an advanced level of English usage. Study and discussion of these se-
lections in class or by self will improve the reading and spoken English of specialists in history as
well as general readers with interest in social sciences, literature and the global situation. Readers
who want to increase fluency in reading and ease in discussing historical subjects will find this col-
lection of short readings interesting and worthwhile.

In order to provide acquaintance with a variety of historical topics and periods and methodolo-
gies, the editors have chosen short selections from histories and articles in English by well known
historians who are authorities in various specialty fields. There are also some selections which are
primary sources from the past, such as Martin Luther King’ s speech.

The plan the book follows is to assist the reader in increasing English language skills and to
encourage the broadening of the reader’ s view of the historical literature in English. The book is
arranged in two sections. In the first, following each of the readings, there are extensive notes of
explanation on vocabulary and information. The second section includes additional supplementary
readings with short vocabulary notes. Although all of the selections are short they introduce ideas
and concepts about the past and the study of the past that will lead students into further reading,
research, and historical analysis. In the first section in notes 1 and 2 following each of the selec-
tions there is information about the author and the significance of the work the excerpt was taken
from. Extensive notes for each selection and a glossary provide extra help but all advanced readers
should become accustomed to using a dictionary, either an English dictionary or an English-Chi-
nese dictionary. If one wants to explore and study independently, the personal use of a dictionary
is absolutely necessary. Language exercises are included for each selection to help the student
check comprehension and English usage. Language teachers will use these exercises directly or u-
tilize them as models for classroom use.

In the main section, the first unit on concepts and meanings introduces some ideas about
what history is and what historians do. Of course, to some extent we are all historians in our

thinking. The second unit of this main section offers several readings on World History, a new



and very lively field of historical study. Next the reader will find a unit on the ancient world of
Greece, then two selections on China. Next comes a unit on Japan, followed by units on South
Asia, the Islamic World, Sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, Russia, and the United States. Then
there is a separate unit on Environmental History and finally in the main section, a unit on some
basic aspects of the practice of historical writing. The specialties of the historians who wrote the
selections include geography, economic history, comparative history, history of science, political
history, social history, popular cultural history, environmental history, intellectual history as well
as the basic tools of writing and publishing. Following the main section is the supplementary sec-
tion of very interesting readings for further study.

None of the selections are simple, nor were they originally prepared or rewritten for students.
This is the real thing, real historical writing. There are many challenges and many rewards in this
volume for the student, whether a general self-study reader or a university student. The world of

history is ahead!

Mary G. Mazur
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Unit 1

\/ Introduction to Concepts
of History and Historical
Writing

REN+F, ~AAS BHRHLADL HEEEA AT |
BHE, Ad—H5  FALAHTAARL - H LG~ M |
 mALETHR, B2 ARIMET HR&H LG L RO H
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THREHARFRAL AR T TR, |

1. The Meanings of the Term History'

from Encyclopedia Britannica

HISTORY?

The word “history” is used in two senses. It may mean either the record of
events or events themselves. Originally limited to inquiry and statement, it was only
in comparatively modern times that the meaning of the word was extended to include
the phenomena which form or might form their subject. ... Now indeed it is the com-
moner meaning’. The “history of England” is used without reference to any literary
narrative. Kings and statesmen are termed the “makers of history”* and sometimes it
is said that the historian only records the history which they make. History in this

connection is obviously not the record, but the thing to be recorded. >



History in the wider sense is all that has happened, not merely all the phenome-
na of human life, but those of the natural world as well. It includes everything that
undergoes change; and as modern science has shown that there is nothing absolutely

static, therefore the whole universe and every part of it has its history.
HISTORY AND HISTORIOGRAPHY

History, in its broadest sense, is the totality of all past events, although a more
realistic definition would limit it to the known past. Historiography is the written re-
cord of what is known of human lives and societies in the past and how historians
have attempted to understand them. ® Of all the fields of serious study and literary ef-
fort, history may be the hardest to define precisely, because the attempt to uncover
past events and formulate an intelligible account of them necessarily involves the use
and influence of many auxiliary disciplines and literary forms.’ The concern of all se-
rious historians has been to collect and record facts about the human past and often to
discover new facts. They have known that the information they have is incomplete,
partly incorrect, or biased and requires careful attention. All have tried to discover in
the facts patterns of meaning addressed to the enduring questions of human life. 8

Except for the special circumstance in which historians record events they them-
selves have witnessed, historical facts can only be known through intermediary
sources. These include testimony from living witnesses; narrative records, such as
previous histories, memoirs, letters, and imaginative literature ; the legal and finan-
cial records of courts, legislatures, religious institutions, or businesses; and the un-
written information derived from the physical remains of past civilizations, such as ar-
chitecture, arts and crafts, burial grounds, and cultivated land.  All these, and
many more sources of information provide the evidence from which the historian deci-
phers historical facts. © The relation between evidence and fact, however, is rarely
simple and direct. The evidence may be biased or mistaken, fragmentary, or nearly
unintelligible after long periods of cultural or linguistic change. Historians, there-
fore, have to assess their evidence with a critical eye.

... Moreover, the purpose of history as a serious endeavor to understand human
life is never fulfilled by the mere sifting of evidence for facts. " Fact-finding is only
the foundation for the selection, arrangement, and explanation that constitute histori-
cal interpretation. The process of interpretation informs all aspects of historical in-

2



quiry, beginning with the selection of a subject for investigation, because the very
choice of a particular event or society or institution is itself an act of judgment that
asserts the importance of the subject. Once chosen, the subject itself suggests a pro-
visional model or hypothesis that guides research and helps the historian to assess and
classify the available evidence and to present a detailed and coherent account of the
subject. The historian must respect the facts, avoid ignorance and error as far as pos-
sible, and create a convincing, intellectually satisfying interpretation. Until modern
times, history was regarded primarily as a special kind of literature that shared many
techniques and effects with fictional narrative. "2 Historians were committed to factual
materials and personal truthfulness,” but like writers of fiction they wrote detailed
narratives of events and vivid character sketches with great attention to language and
style. The complex relations between literary art and historiography have been and

continue to be a subject of serious debate.

[ Notes ]

(DThese definitions of history are taken from two encyclopedias Encyclopedia Britannica and En-
carta Encyclopedia. The first is from the 1957 Encyclopedia Britannica, the most well known
English language encyclopedia. The second definition is from the 1993 Encarta, the computer
software encyclopedia published by Microsoft.

(D The definition of history is a debated subject. What is history? Some think of it as the origin
and unfolding of the historical process of events in the past through the passage of time. Others
see it, not as the process itself, but the knowledge, and the inquiry after that knowledge ,
which we, in later times, have of the past.

(3the commoner meaning: R B G ¥,
commoner /'komona/ n. FR(FEAMA);(FRAEEM) B 4L; Y H¥ 4, fellow com-
moner 7] 5K R AR LEHKFLE o

@The “history of England” is used without reference to any literary narrative. Kings and states-
men are termed the “makers of history”. .. :
reference n. %% ; ## ; reference book £ # 47 ; reference to. . . $#£ 3, & %, fw:Her spee-
ches have special reference to the African situation. # & EHAENLE AL TN E L
reference to one’ s plan 3£ 2| ¥ A By it Xl
in reference to 3 F ; with reference to % F; without reference to £ g, R Faeeeee- F*x o
term vt. K, Heeeeee W] f , 40 . His life may be termed happy. #b# 4 & T #RZ K #£58,

(B History in this connection is obviously not the record, but the thing to be recorded.
connection Bt % , % % , 41 : There appeared to be no connection between the two crimes. B Rx
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AHELERERARER,
in this connection % FiX — &, T, % : In this connection, the agreement can be seen
as a step toward peace. Z I T, ZH N TR AR Z WA T —F,

(®Historiography is the written record of what is known of human lives and societies in the past
and how historians have attempted to understand them;3X 4] F & B £ 4 5 what f how 5|
BHAAMNM AR ENATHRGE G, 7 what 5| ARG H,HEH 2 is known £
& what 5 ¥ #1454 iE of human lives and societies in the past £ F 7 7
historiography / histomri’ogrofi/ n. Ji ¥ % ¥, ¥ THE; £IF, B ¥,

@. . . because the attempt to uncover past events and formulate an intelligible account of them
necessarily involves the use and influence of many auxiliary disciplines and literary forms:
EXARBEREMNG P, EEH 4N the attempt to uncover past events and formulate an in-
telligible account of them necessarily, % & #} 4 # involves the use and influence of many aux-
iliary disciplines and literary forms,
intelligible /in'telidzabl/ adj. ¥ LA AEHy, % HE W, 4 intelligible speech i B ¥y 3 it
intelligible explanation B & # #% % ; make oneself intelligible € A 7 #% B .t & 4 ( =i
4 ; an intelligible account of past events ¥ b Hy # 3% it % ¥ B 4,
many auxiliary disciplines and literary forms ¥ % 3 By # M fn X FiL &,

@. . . patterns of meaning addressed to the enduring questions of human life:
address $# 1 , & L +--- PAG| feeeeee #% & , 4 . address a protest to the faculty senate ] i
W XHWF; £ F, £ % T address oneself to a task # N — B T f, enduring
/in'djuoring/adj. ¥ AW, W AW

(@ These include testimony from living witnesses; narrative records, such as previous histories,
memoirs, letters, and imaginative literature; the legal and financial records of courts, legisla-
tures, religious institutions, or businesses; and the unwritten information derived from the
physical remains of past civilizations, such as architecture, arts and crafts, burial grounds, and
cultivated land, XA K 4] FE —A % 4], §i% include A M A2 FXBEHEAN K
EEE
testimony from living witnesses 177 #% 3 f# % #yif A 8 iE 3, memoir / ‘memwa:/ n. £,
e wX; [pl] 84, BILF; #FA#® X%, unwritten information derived from the
physical remains of past civilizations PR SO L& L EDS Lok

@. . . provide the evidence from which the historian deciphers historical facts:
decipher /di’saifo/ ut. BR(FL%E); BB(ERXFE); HFA, BR(FEFHE),

{@Moreover, the purpose of history as a serious endeavor to understand human life is never ful-
filled by the mere sifting of evidence for facts.
endeavor /in‘'devar/ n. £ hH, K Hs 0. (ErwoXEA)EH, RN, 1. We must always en-
deavour to improve our work. RN A EH Akt B T8 T, sifto. i s R WK
W 4%, 4w ;sift the candidates for the job & % IR 4 W $E 2 A ; sift the evidence #1 '¥ i
$#; by the mere sifting of evidence for facts J i i 1T 41 % il 4% 1 ¥ 5L ¥ AH,
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@Until modern times, history was regarded primarily as a special kind of literature that shared
many techniques and effects with fictional narrative.
share ot. , vi. 3£ ;40 ;3% 4, . Bill and Bob shared the work equally between them. L,
RFn B ¥ AR THEF 4 T . as a special kind of literature that shared many techniques and
effects with fiotionsl narrative 4k % — K7 80 5 % 76 A, G 7 L 4% # 5 459 3 BB 7 5
X4 R AR

[@Historians were committed to factual materials and personal truthfulness. .. : Jj ¥ % XEANT
LW PR A AR S
commit sb. to do/doing sth. F X AR EKEF ;XY TARREH, B LE F % : They
were committed to follow orders. flL {1364 2 4 Mk,

[ Exercises )

I. Comprehension Questions

(1) The Encarta Encyclopedia tells us a realistic definition of “history” would limit it to the
known past. How is it the past becomes “known” to us?

(2) What are the sources listed that the historian can use to know the historical facts? Can you
think of more?

(3) After the fact-finding what process must the historian follow with the evidence he/she has
found? List the steps that the Encarta writer thinks the historian must follow to create an
interpretation.

II. Points for Discussion
In the Encyclopedia Britannica the word “history” is said to have two meanings: one the writ-
ten record or narrative and two, the events themselves called by the author “the thing to be
recorded. ” The passage continues: how much does history include? Give your own examples
to explain the author’ s ideas.
M. Complete the following sentences, using the words or expressions from the passage ac-
cording to the given meaning in brackets. Change the form where necessary.
(1) The same pride in being part of a well-coordinated, successful unit ( come
from) being part of larger collectivity.
(2) We have (associations) with various international corporations in Europe.
(3) At the end of his career in politics, he retired and wrote his ( biography) .
(4) There is a widespread (evidence) that this ominous fact is due to inherent bi-
ological defects in the crowded life of cities.
(5) The municipal government (attempt) to improve the quality of life in the inner
city.
IV. Complete the following sentences with the words or expressions from the passage given
below. Change the form where necessary.
5
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(1) She made frequent to her promotion when we were in the office.

(2) The statement says that they are to a life-and-death struggle against terrorism.

(3) If your friend did something wrong, you should always a warning to him.

(4) Since there were plenty of surprises on that journey our opinions a change.

(5) The data available will help students the present state of the economy.

V. Translate the following from English into Chinese.

(1) The “history of England” is used without reference to any literary narrative. Kings and
statesmen are termed the “makers of history” and sometimes it is said that the historian
only records the history which they make.

(2) History in the wider sense is all that has happened, not merely all the phenomena of hu-
man life, but those of the natural world as well.

(3) The evidence may be biased or mistaken, fragmentary, or nearly unintelligible after long

periods of cultural or linguistic change.

2. An Overview of the Debates about Historical Writing

Peter Burke'

REXENFT - LEREEFEF RO XE, ZBXFLRT 20 #
BEHFEENFEFNARIEML R, XAFARNANEEARECET
BEELE AREESHHL, TEERAR T HORBEEXFELAAANK
BF @,

In the last generation or so’ the universe of historians has been expanding at a
dizzying rate. National history, which was dominant in the nineteenth century, now
has to compete for attention with world history and with local history. ? There are
many new fields, often supported by specialized journals. Social history, for exam-
ple, became independent of economic history only to fragment, like some new
nation, into historical demography, labor history, urban history, rural history, and
so on. *

There has been a shift among economic historians from a concern with produc-
tion to a concern with consumption, a shift which makes it increasingly difficult to
separate economic from social and cultural history. The history of management is a

6



new interest, but one which blurs’. . . the boundaries between economic and admin-
istrative history. Another specialization, the history of advertising, straddles’® eco-
nomic history and the history of communication. Today, the very identity of economic
history is threatened by a takeover bid’ from a youthful but ambitious enterprise, the
history of the environment, sometimes known as eco-history.

Political history too is divided between historians concerned with centres of gov-
ernment and those interested in politics at the grassroots. The territory of the political
has expanded, in the sense that historians (following theorists such as Michel Fou-
cault)® are increasingly inclined to discuss the struggle for power at the level of the
factory, the school, or even the family. The price of such expansion, however, is a
kind of identity crisis. If politics is everywhere, is there any need for political histo-
ry? A similar problem faces cultural historians, as they turn away from a narrow but
precise definition of culture in terms of art, literature, music etc, towards a more an-
thropological definition of the field.

In this expanding and fragmenting universe, there is an increasing need for ori-
entation. What is the so-called new history? How new is it? Is it a temporary fashion
or a long-term trend? Will it—or should it—replace traditional history, or can the ri-
vals coexist in peace?... It may be useful to confront these problems at the start,
and to place them in the context of long-term changes in the writing of history.

What is the New History?

The phrase “the new history” is best known in France. . . it is the history asso-
ciated with the so-called école des Annales, grouped around the journal Annales:
économies , sociétés, civilizations. ’

What is this nouvelle histoire'®? A positive definition is not easy; the movement
is united only in what it opposes, and the pages which follow will demonstrate the va-
riety of the new approaches. It is therefore difficult to offer more than a vague de-
scription, characterizing the new history as total history (histoire totale) or as struc-
tural history. Hence there may be a case for imitating medieval theologians faced with
the problem of defining God, and opting for a via negativa," in other words for defi-
ning the new history in terms of what it is not, of what its practitioners oppose.

The new history is history written in deliberate reaction against the traditional
“ paradigm,” that useful if imprecise term put into circulation by the American histo-
rian of science Thomas Kuhn. * It will be convenient to describe this traditional para-
digm as “Rankean history,” after the great German historian Leopold von Ranke
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