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Prelfacé‘

The object of this book is an attempt to interpret the )spiﬁt and show the
value of the Chinese civilisation. Now in order to estimate the value of a
civilisation, it seems to me, the question we must finally ask is not what great
ciﬁes, what magnificent houses, what fine roads it has built and is able to build;
what beautiful and comfortable furniture, what clever and useful implements,
tools and instruments it has made and is able to make; no, not even what
institutions, what arts and sciences it has invented: the question we must ask, in
order to estimate the value of a civilisation, %is, what type of humanity, what
kind of men and women it has been able to produce. In fact, the man and
woman, —the type of human beings—which a civilisation produces, it is this
which shows the essence, the personality, so to speak, the soul of that civilisation.
Now if the men and women of a civilisation show the essence, the personality
and soul of that civilisation, the language which a man and woman speak, shows
the essence, the personality, the soul of the man and woman. The French say of
literary composition, “Le style, ¢’est I’ homme.” 1 have therefore taken these three
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things, the Real Chinaman, the Chinese woman and the Chinese language, —as
the subjects of the first three essays in this volume to ﬂlustrate the splrlt and‘
show the value of the Chinese civilisation. .

I have added to these, two essays in which I have tried to show how and
why men, foreigners who are looked upon' as authorities on the subject, do not
really understand the real Chinaman and the Chinese language. The Rev. Arthur
Smith, who wrote the Chinese Characteristics, 1 have tried to show, does not
understand the real Chinaman, because, being an American, —he is not deep
enough to understand the real Chinaman. Dr. Giles again, who is considered a
great sinologue, I have tried to show, does not really understand the Chinese
language, because, being an Englishman, he is not broad enough, —he has not
the philosophic insight and the broadness which that insight gives, I have wanted
to include in this volume and essay I wrote on J. B. Bland and Backhouse’s book
on the famous late Empress DoWager, but unfortunately I have not been able to
find a copy of that essay which was published in the “National Review” in
Shanghai some four years ago. In that essay, I have tried to show that, such men
as J. B. Bland and Backhouse do not and cannot understand the real Chinese
woman, —the highest type of woman produced by the Chinese civilisation viz the
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late Empress Dowager, because such men as J. B. Bland and Backhouse are not :
simple, —have not the simplicity of mind, being too clever and haﬁng, like all
modern men, a distorted intellect. In fact, in order to understand the real
Cln'namank and the Chinesé civilisation, a man must be deep, ’hroad and simple,
for the three characteristics of the Chinese character and the Chinese civilisation
are: depth, broadness and simplicity.

The American people, I may be permitted to say here, find it difficult to
understand the real Chinaman and the Chinese civilisation, because the American
people, as a rule, are broad, simple, but not deep.
The English cannot understand the real Chinaman
and Chinese civilisation because the English, as a
rule, are deep, simple, but not broad. The Germans
again cannot understand the real Chinaman and the
Chinese civilisation because the Germans, espeally
the educated Germans, as a rule, are deep, broad,
but not simple. The French, —well the French are
the people, it seems to me, who can understand and
has understood the real Chinaman and the Chinese
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) c1vﬂ1satlon best. The French, it is true, have not the depth of nature of the
Germans nor the broadness of mind of the Americans nor the simplicity of mind
of the English, —but the French, the French people have to a preeminent degree
a quality of mind such as all the people I have mentioned above as a rule, have

not, —a quality of mind which, above all things, is necessary in order to
understand the real Chinaman and the Chinese civilisation; a quality of mind viz:
delicacy. For, in addition to the three characteristics of the real Chinaman and

Chinese civilisation which I have already mentioned, I must here add one more,

and that the chief characteristic, namely delicacy; delicacy to a preeminent degree
such as you will find nowhere else except perhaps among the ancient Greeks and
their civilisation. ~

It will be seen from what I have said above that the American people if they
will study the Chinese civilisation, will get depth; the English, broadness; and the
Germans, slmphclty, and all of them, Americans, English and Germans by the

study of the Chinese civilisation, of Chinese books and literature, wi]] get a
: quahty of mind which, I take the liberty of saying here that it seems to me, they

Call of them, as a ule, have not to a preeminent degree, namely, dehcacy The; e

French people ﬁnally by the study of the Chinese civilisation, will get al, —
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THE great war at the present moment is absorbing all the attenﬁon of the
- world exclusive of everything else. But then I think this war 1tself must make se—
rious thinking people turn their attention to the great problem of civilisation. All

civilisation begins by the conquest of Nature, i.e. by subduing and controlling the
terrific physical forces in Nature so that they can do no harm to men. The modern

civilisation of Europe today has succeeded in the conquest of Nature with a suc~

L cess, it must be admitted, hitherto not attained by any other civilisation. But there

is in this world a force more terrible even than the terrific physical forces in Na—
ture and that is the passions in the heart of man. The harm which the physical
forces of Nature can do to mankind, is nothing compared with the harm which
ﬁuman passions can do. Until therefore this terrible force, —the human passions—
.is properly regulated and controlled, there can be, it is evident, not only no civili—
sation, but even no life possible for human beings.

~ In the first early and rude stage of society, mankind had to use physical
force to subdue and subjugate human passions. Thus hordes of savages had to be
_sub_]ugated by sheer physical force. But as civilisation advances, mankind discov—

ers a force more potent and more effective for subduing and controlling human
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| passions than phyéical force and this force is called moral fofce The moralfowe Y

which in the past has been effective in subduing and controlling the human pas—
sions in the population of Europe, is Christianity. But now this war with the ar—
mament preceding it, seems to show that Chnstlamty has become meffectxve asa
moral force. Without an effective moral force to control and restrain human pas—
sions, the people of Europe have had again to employ physical force to keep civil
order. As Carlyle truly says, “Europe is Anarchy plus a constable.” The use of :
physical force to maintain civil order leads to militarism. In fact militarism is nec—
essary in Europe today because of the want of an effective moral force. But mili—
tarism leads to war and war means destruction and waste. Thus the people of Eu—
rope are on the horns of a dilemma. If they do away with militarism, anarchy will
destroy their civilisation, but if they keep up militarism, their civilisation will col-
lapse through the waste and destruction of war. But Englishmen say that they are
determined to put down Prussian militarism and Lord Kitchner believes that he
will be able to stamp out Prussian militarism with three million drilled and armed
Englishmen. But then it seems to me when Prussian militarism is thus stamped
out, there will then arise another militarism, —the British militarism which again
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will have to be stamped out. Thus there seemsl to be no way of escape out of this
vicious circle. ,

But is there really no way of escape? Yes, I believe there is. The American
Emerson long ago said, “I can easily see the bankruptcy of the vulgar musket
worship, —though great men be musket worshippers; and ’tis certain, as God
liveth, the gun that does need another gun, the law of love and justice alone can
effect a clean revolution.” Now if the people of Europe really want to put down
militarism, there is only one way of doing it and that is, to use what Emerson
calls the gun that does not need another gun, the law of love and justice, —in
fact, moral force. With an effective moral force, militarism will become unnece—
sary and disappear of itself. But now, that
Christianity has become ineffective as a moral
force the problem is where are the people of
Europe to find this new effective moral force
which will make militarism unnecessary?

I believe the people of Europe will find
this new moral force in China, —in the Chinese

XU, 3 2 E A T 3 R B
%, 3k, AT HAT KT I
HEARFR

(B, USRI Dh s A BRMIE— A . EEABRE G P Rk
25 BEDSHEFENHRR , RETE AN BRSRETEE X EW EHT
e, REELME S, T A IE CRIALE, A BRI — A iR, "HR7E , IR
B A LA AR R X, BRA RA — Rk, ARt 2 3R A BT it
—— RS, BT S TE SR A, ik, i, & T —Fi
SN B, EE S URSBERLET ke ANk, BRIk,
AR — R B RE SR B, B4 , KR A OB B 4b 2 F-4R XA A
L U E R 87

FRIRAE , K A B2 oh ], 7 o 1 SO B R B3 R 4 i, R

EHRAE




civilisation. The moral force in the Chinese civilisation which can make mili
tarism unnecessary is the Religion of good citizenship. But people will say to me,
“There have also been wars in China.” It is true there have been wars in China;
but, since the time of Confucius 2,500 years ago, we Chinese have had no mili—
tarism such as that we see in Europe today. In China war is an accident, whereas
in Europe war has become a necessity. We Chinese are liable to have wars, but
we do not live in constant expectation of war. In fact the one thing intolerable in
the state of Europe, it seems to me, is not so much war as the fact that every
body is constantly afraid that his neighbour as soon as he gets strong enough to
be able to do it, will come to rob and murder him and he has therefore to arm
himself or pay for an armed policeman to protect him. Thus what weighs upon
the people of Europe is not s0 much the accident of War, but the constant neces—
sity to arm themselves, the absolute neccessity to
use physical force to protect themselves.

Now in China because we Chinese have the |
Religion of good citizenship a man does not feel
the need of using physical force to protect him—
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self; he has seldom the need even to call in and use the physical force of the po—
liceman, of the State to protect him. A man in China is protected by the sense of
justice of his neighbour; he is protected by the readiness of his fellow men to
obey the sense of moral obligation. In fact, a man in China does not feel the need
of using physical force to protect himself because he is sure that right and justice
is recognised by every body as a force higher than physical force and moral obli—
gation is recognised by every body as something which must be obeyed. Now if
you can get all mankind to agree to recognise right and justice, as a force higher
than physical force, and moral obligation as something which must be obeyed,
then the use of physical force will become unnecessary; then there will be no mil-
itarism in the world. But of course there will be in every country a few people,
criminals, and in the world, a few savages who will not or are not able to recog—
nise right and justice as a force higher than physical force and moral obligation
as something which must be obeyed. Thus against criminals and savages a certain
amount of physical or police force and militarism will always be necessary in ev—
ery country and in the world.

But people will say to me how are you to make mankind recognise right and
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justice as a force higher than physical force. I answer the first thing you will have
to do is to convince mankind of the efficacy of right and justice, convince them
that right and justice is a power; in fact, convince them of the power of goodness.
But then again how are you to do this? Well, —in order to do this, the Religion
of good citizenship in China teaches every child as soon as he is able to under—
stand the meaning of words, that the Nature of man is good.

Now the fundamental unsoundness of the civilisation of Europe today, it
seems to me, lies in its wrong conception of human nature; its conception that
human nature is evil and because of this wrong conception, the whole structure of
society in Europe has always rested upon force. The two things which the people
of Europe have depended upon to maintain civil order are Religion and Law. In
other words, the population of Europe have been kept in order by the fear of God
and the fear of the Law. Fear implies the use of force. Therefore in order to keep
up the fear of God, the people of Europe had at first to maintain a large number
of expensive idle persons called priests. That, to speak of nothing else, meant so
much expense, that it at last became an unbearable burden upon the people. In
fact in the thirty years war of the Reformation, the people of Europe tried to get
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