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The United Nations estimates that about twenty two million
people in the world are refugees. To honor them, the UN celebrat-
ed its first international World Refugee Day last month. The day
also marked the fiftieth anniversary of an international agreement on
the importance of refugees.

The 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees defined the le-
gal rights of refugees. The agreement also established international
rules for the treatment of refugees. 139 countries have signed the
convention or a similar agreement negotiated in 1967.

For World Refugee Day, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
praised the bravery of past and present refugees. He said refugees
are the greatest 'survivors of our time because they survive even after
losing everything but hope.

The UN headquarters observed World Refugee Day with a
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ceremony at the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor. Events weré
also held at nearby Ellis Island. This is \;vhere millions of people
from other countries arrived in the United States during the first part
of the twentieth century.

Jeff Drumta is a policy expert with the United States Commit-
tee for Refugees. He says the UN refugee agency is facing the worst
financial crisis in its history. He says the budget for the UN agency
has had a deficit of more than one hundred. million dollars in each
of the past two years. Mister Drumta says the deficit is largely be-
cause of reductions in money given by European countries. Refugee
camps have been most severely affected by the lack of money. Mis-
ter Drumta says food and medical supplies have been reduced and
living conditions have worsened.

Another concern is the safety of people living in refugee
camps. Bill Frelick is thé policy director for the United States Com-
mittee for Refugees. He says rebels or militias often attack people
seeking safety in refugee camps.

For example, Mister Frelick says about two million refugees
fled from areas of war in Africa last year. Later they experienced
violence in refugee camps. He says the safety of humanitarian

workers is also an issue. During the past nine years, nearly two
hundred UN aid workers have been killed.
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Directions: The following questions are based on the above passage .

For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and

D). You should decide on the best choice.

1. How many refugees are there in the world today according to the
estimation of UN?

A) 22,000,000. B) 139,000,000.



)

C) 100,000,000. D) 2,000,000.
. How many refugees in Africa had an experience of violence in
refugee camps last year?
A) 22,000,000. B) 139,000,000.
C) 100,000,000. D) 2,000,000.
. When did UN Secretary General Kofi Annan make a speech to
praise the refugees?
A) 1951. B) 1967.
C) 2001. D) 2002.
. What does “but” mean in “they survive even after losing every-
thing but hope” ?
A) on the contrary that B) yet
C) except D) that
. Which country would be most likely to give less financial sup-
port than before to the UN Refugee Agency?

A) USA. B) France.
C) China. l D) Canada.
KEY
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The World Health Organization says the disease tuberculosis
could be brought under control in the next five years if nations
would provide more money. The health agency is asking member
countries to give an additional four hundred million dollars a year to
help fight the disease.

Gro Harlem Brundtland heads the World Health Organization
in Geneva, Switzerland. Doctor Brundtland says tuberculosis will
be a major target in the coming year. About eight million people
around the world are sick,with tuberculosis, or TB. However, only
twenty three percent of these people receive treatment.

Between 1997 and 1999, the total number of tuberculosis in-
fections increased six percent. This rise in TB was seen mostly in
Africa. Experts say this is because the disease AIDS has decreased
the ability of people’s defense systems to fight TB. The WHO esti-

mates that one-third of all the people who die from TB also have
. 5 .



AIDS.

The health agency called for more financial help in a report to
the organization’ s 191 members. The report said about two million
people die each year from TB. Nearly all of these deaths are in de-
veloping countries. The WHO plans to target twenty-two of the
countries most affected by the disease. These include India,
China, Indonesia and Nigeria.

The WHO says the extra money will be used to train more
health workers. The money is also needed to irhprove health sys-
tems in some countries. And it will be used to help officials who
give out and supervise treatment. The cost of treatment for tubercu-
losis is low — only about ten dollars for a full six-month series of
drugs. Patients must take the medicine every day or the treatment
will not be effective. If a patient stops taking the medicine, a new
kind of TB bacteria may develop which is resistant to the drugs.

The World Health Organization says the additional money
could extend TB treatment to seventy percent of infected people
around the world. The health agency believes the number of TB
deaths could be cut in half by the year 2010 (two thousand ten) .
However, without the additional money, the WHO expects tubercu-
losis deaths to increase by one hundred percent over the next ten

years.
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Directions : The following questions are based on the above passage .
For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and
D). You should decide on the best choice .

1.

Where is the headquarters of the World Health Organization?
A) In New York. " B) In Geneva.
C) In Washington. D) In Stockholm.

. If there were 120 people who died of tuberculosis in Africa, how

many of them would be infected by AIDS?

A) 30. B) 40.
C) 50. D) 60.
- How much money would be needed to bring TB under control?
A) 400,000,000. B) 800,000,000.
C) 191,000,000. D) 201,000,000.

. "If a patient stops taking the medicine, a new kind of TB bacte-
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ria may develop which is resistant to the drugs” means

A) The TB patients must take the medicine continually

B) The TB patients must take the medicine, continuously

C) The TB patients must take the medicine continually, or they
will die

D) The TB patients must take the medicine continuously, or the
medicine will be ineffective

. “However, without the additional money, the WHO expects tu-

berculosis deaths to increase by one hundred percent over the

next ten years” means

A) the member countries of WHO should increase their finan-
cial support by one hundred percent over the next ten years,
otherwise tuberculosis deaths will increase

B) the UN members should increase their financial support by
one hundred percent over the next ten years, otherwise tu-
berculosis deaths will increase

C) the member countries of WHO should increase their financial
support, otherwise tuberculosis deaths will surely increase

D) the developed countries should increase their financial sup-
port by one hundred percent over the next ten years, other-

wise tuberculosis deaths will increase
KEY
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