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 Abstract

The “idea” is one of the most frequently occurring terminologies
in Locke’ s Essays on Human Understanding. Tt is also the key to
construing Locke’ s philosophy correctly insofar as it bears and epito-
mizes the basic tenets of Locke’ s philosophic ontology and epistemol-
ogy. On the other hand, the new elements that Locke injects into the
conventional theory of idea are virtually prefatory to the Enlightenment
Movement and thereby occupy a significant position in the entire his-
tory of philosophical development. But domestically, most researchers
are merely concerned with the object properties reflected by Locke’ s
object property and with the empirical tendencies suggested in Lock ' s
theory of idea. Or they are just confined to interpreting Locke from
the single perspective of Hegel’ s system of philosophy. No sufficient
attention has been paid to the unique ideologies connoted in Lock’ s
theory of idea, nor has there been any discussion on the vital role
played by Locke’s theory of idea in the Enlightenment Movement. It
is therefore the intention of this dissertation to offer a fresh perspective
from which the uniqueness of Locke’s ideology is to be examined in
the light of the theory of idea.

Locke’ s theory of idea inherits tradition from the Platonic theory

of idea, but at the same time it absorbs all the novel elements that
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had emerged in the western philosophies of the modern period just pri-
or to Locke under the converging influence of Descartism and Bacon-
Horbus’ s empiricism. A retrospective look at the two-millennium his-
tory of western philosophy would clearly reveal that Locke’ s theory of
idea is traceable to Plato’ s theory, that it is a further extension of the
traditional thinking in this connection, and that it largely expands in
an easily understandable way the social influence of such progressive
elements as humanism, rationality and freedom that are all important
notions in the modern ideological development since the Renaissance.

A threefold significance is found with the term of the“idea” in
Locke’ s Essays on Human Understanding ; 1. The “idea” as a mental
entity, 2. as a medium and 3. as a marker. An analysis of the conno-
tations conferred by Locke on the term The “idea” exhibits that, not-
withstanding some jargons and academic essence by way of heritage,
what influences Locke most is the modern development of natural sci-
ences, particularly atomism; the British nomenclaturism tradition and
Bacon-Horbus’ s empiricism; as well as Descartism.

Locke’ s philosophic ideology is characterized by a large meas-
urement of originality, and it has exercised great influence both on
modern and on contemporary philosophies. To name just a few: the
delimitation of the capabilities of human reason and the revelation of
the agnostic nature of objectivity through a critical evaluation of men-
tality ; the notion of probabilistic truth; the partial inconvertibility be-
tween two languages; the foundationalist view of simple idea, among
others. All these thoughts have proved to be a rich resource for the
development of modern and contemporary philosophies.

The empiricist epistemological principle implied in Locke’s the-
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ory of idea actually contains a rationalist core. Application of such an
empiricist rationalist principle to his religious ideology contributes
considerably to the ideological enlightenment and to the freedom from
the fetters of tradition or of the religious forces in the shape of neo-
Platonists. This is unquestionably one of the significant ideological e-
vents that have shaping influence on the world history.

It must be realized, however, that Locke’ s theory of idea also
sets the trap of skepticism or agnosticism in consequence to its dualis-
tic coloring and to the proclivity of principle-over-individual which is
particular to empiricism. Because of its ingenuity, some portion of
Locke’ s ideology is also liable to confusion and becomes issues that
the later philosophers frequently contend about and that need clarifi-
cation. In spite of this, the extensiveness and profundity of Locke’s
ideology is most evident.

It is believed that a rethinking over Locke’ s philosophic ideology
on his 300" anniversary will be conducive to a clear understanding of

the general trend of the present-day philosophical development.
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