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ABSTRACT

Under the background of civilization and industrialization,
we are facing the questions, does agriculture in and around the
city have the necessity to exist? Is urban agriculture sunset agri-
culture or sun-rising agriculture? These questions need persua-
ding answers,

In a sense, cities and agriculture are not compatible, so cit-
les and agriculture can not realize sustainable development. Due
to the disharmonized relations between city and agriculture, in
quite a long period of time, cities grow in a malformed way, ag-
riculture is abandoned in big cities, therefore cities become the
forest of armored concrete, overloaded buildings and thin space
and grassland, the environment goes deteriorated. So people
start calling for the biological functions of agriculture.

Meanwhile, because of the income increasing, people’s fun-
damental needs are met, and spare time gets more, material con-
ditions are improved, especially in some developed countries,
population gets down, the phenomenon of hollow city becomes

common, so people begin hoping to back to the nature, leisure
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and holidays, experience the agricultural civilization and educate
the offspring. With the development of urbanization, agriculture
needs to be more multifunctional, so how to develop modern ur-
ban agriculture becomes an issue which needs thinking and dis-
cussing. In order to solve these problems, make our life and liv-
ing environment near to nature, agriculture should contribute
more. Urban agriculture represents a modern agriculture produc-
tion style which is compatible with urbanization and industriali-
zation. Developing urban agriculture is the result of reflecting
three hundred years industrialization and urbanization, is the ex-
ploration of a new life under the highly development of urbaniza-
tion, industrialization and agriculture moderation.

This research chooses urban agriculture field to study, tries
to establish an integrate theoretical and analysis structure, there-
fore analyzes the development of urban agriculture in our coun-
try, puts forwards the countermeasures, which will be consum-
mate the macro economy theories, develop a new field of agricul-
tural economy which meets the needs of the development of mod-
ern agriculture economy, develop the socialism agriculture econ-
omy with Chinese characters. Because of these, this research is
of great theoretical and practical value.

Chapter one is the introduction. It introduces the research
background, and makes a literature review of urban agriculture
research of home and abroad, puts forwards that urban agricul-
ture is the regional economy when urbanization develops to cer-
tain period. Urban agriculture is a special production and econo-

my model, which is the important field of urban economy, and is
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ABSTRACT

the new period of agriculture economy.

Chapter two discusses the processes of civilization and urban
agriculture. It gives the definition of urban agriculture, analyzes
the styles of urban agriculture around the world, and symmetri-
cally sets forth the connotations of agriculture. On the basis, it
analyzes two types of inducement mechanism of civilization to ur-
ban agriculture (spontaneous urban agriculture and inducement
urban agriculture) , and from the three aspects, namely, supply,
demand, factors escalation, it sets forth inner reasons of the ur-
ban agriculture’ s formation, dialectically analyzes the relations
between urban agriculture and civil economic activities.

Chapter three sets forth the theories of urban agriculture
and its significance. It states the theories of urban agriculture,
such as Marxist agricultural theories, comparative advantage
theory, and regional theory of agriculture layout, the theory in-
tegration of urban and rural area theory, urban demand theory,
and agriculture multifunction theory. Therefore it puts forward
the realistic significance of developing urban agriculture.

Chapter four is the basic theories of urban agriculture. It
states the basic characteristics of urban agriculture, including
compatibility, multifunction, intensives, openness, externality,
and feebleness. It also sets forth the three main functions of ur-
ban agriculture, economic, social and biological functions. It
discusses the industrial structures, organizational forms, human
capital, science and technology and policy mechanisms, therefore
puts forwards the evaluation system of urban agriculture.

Chapter five concludes the international experiences of urban
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agriculture. It analyzes the main models of overseas urban agri-
culture, thus concludes their experiences, including using ad-
vanced science and technology, government support and fine
management, stipulating laws and regulations and using them to
govern the development of urban agriculture, and utilizing the
regional resources. At the end of this chapter Japanese urban ag-
riculture is taken as the example to analyze.

Chapter six concludes the Chinese practice of developing ur-
ban agriculture. It systemically analyzes the process and the
main characteristics of Chinese urban agriculture, discusses the
six bottleneck problems of Chinese urban agriculture, including
proper scales, the unbalance development of cities and country-
side, the feebleness of local labor resource, low profitability of
agricultural capital, lack of developing planning, and manage-
ment mechanism.

Chapter seven makes a comparative study between urban ag-
riculture in china and abroad. Since the differences in social po-
litical system, economic development, natural recourses, the
process of urban agriculture’s evolution varies in every country,
development forms differ and functional positioning has its own
emphasis. This chapter makes deep comparative study from
many angles, including the origin, regime, industrial structures,
region, developing modes of urban agricultures.

Chapter eight takes shanghai as an example, from the as-
pects of industrial structures, organization, multifunction, hu-
man capital, farmers’ income, leading function, it discusses the

developing trend of urban agriculture.
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Chapter nine discusses the expectations and countermeas-
ures of urban agriculture. It states the expectation and strategic
positioning, and then puts forward the countermeasures of how
to develop the urban agriculture. The countermeasures includes
strengthening the management of the development of urban agri-
culture, scientifically planning the urban agriculture, promoting
the technological innovation in urban agriculture, establishing
multi-channels investing system, establishing the mechanism of
land transferring, innovating the promotion mechanism of agri-
cultural products, and establishing the benefit compensating
mechanism,

On the basis of former achievements, exerting the theories
of agriculture economy, civil economy and environmental econo-
my, using the methods of systematic analysis, positive analysis,
comparative analysis, and case study, this research makes a sys-
tematical study of urban agriculture, establishes the analytic
framework in this field, and tries to make some innovations in
the following aspects.

Firstly, it studies the origin, evolvement, significance,
functions and characteristics of urban agriculture, and sets forth
the basic definitions of urban agriculture, and then objectively
puts forward the basic rules of the development of urban agricul-
ture.

Secondly, it uses the basic theories of agriculture economy,
civil economy and environmental economy, and states the neces-
sity, feasibility and developing trends of agriculture economy,

civil economy and environmental economy.

——e 5 ——



