ERSERE "+ —E BRENLIEH

SLhC TN
T AU

A Comprehensive Course Book for English Majors







E B 7RS4 B (CIP) ¥ 7

SACERBEEHAR. 5 4/ ATHEE, GOEMIGHE . — Jbat: INEBCESHTHREL, 2007.6
ISBN 978 — 7 - 5600 — 6670 — 7

e . Off-e @ . WEB—ESHFER—EM N. H31
A B 548 CIP B+ (2007) %5 077674 5

H R A THEER

BERE: L5 K 5
HEigit: HRT

HAREIT: SMEHE SR H

# b JEECHTVE =LK 19 5 (100089)

g HiE: http://www. fltrp. com

B Rl dbatstmER S A FRA

F A& 787x1092 1/16

Ep 3: 26.5

KX %&k: 200746 A% 1R 2007 4% 6 H % 1 ENk
# B ISBN 97875600 — 6670 — 7

E i 34.90 T

T EUR R TR B R B B o A
IR 2R A 92325
FRALPRD I 2 264 FRL TG : (010)88817519



__

Bl B

FUTE A 30 [ GO R 2 S S0, B S e e B, o [ 1 47 S I 3 2 o
b B B LS UG kT BN B E ) AR B BE 4D o SHNGHT A & 3535 ) GIF 7 1Lk 4
B, RS T LK S A ) ——— X B HOE B T 3 AR R S S S

AP B RIIE ALY (English Through Culture) R ELREVERE , & —E4%1Y)
AR AL Z T KR 9E IS FIRE T 978 DB R OIS FH T i A i & b2 , 3 F T
EL i 3 K 2 T DU % R ) JE DB %l 2 A — 5 PB4 [ Vs 3B T o

M OLE T HIEAME SR AR B AUE PP SRR B 25 5 b, AR 4
AT MR DRI BEIE L AT 1 AR TR A 4R 08 5 PRl . LA LB o 2 B58 4% , 1T 22 LIk
PEREHEE , AR TR IGE 2 #E )

B F I RIBZAE B SR A TG S B B 2 S T A BB MG, B M
R, 45T TR B BURA L SCAL R . A 4 G B e 3 2 S R TR M 2005, A e o
S B KA SEBR 2 0, DR ) BB b 1, e B & 5 SO RO B 36 2R LI %,

5 [ Y BUA 1 RIS O AR LE » AR 0b 6 HAT AR =AM 4

1. AEREOM RS AN 38 25 PRG0S Ay PR R BT IR . W7 L83 B, 1
6 1 2R SCALIESE AR R KUK BE S0 UPE S F AR ELE &+ A R T2 A ki e i A L 2
HER FOE = R

2. YIABGESAHI AR AN 5 75 98 35 ch 4 15 22 A 1015 = B AE 0 F5E
BT B VR B R I R ML S B E i HEFT S AU SR ORE , AT R b it 4000 T 35
FAUHRREAL,

3. WRAIGESCAL 5 45 S5HAE TP A ST 25 53 b S AU 25 ) M 3 1 3638, 17 FLA 25 T
FEARLEF I8 & BB o XM N SALTEA A BT R R SCIL R . A, SR
SCHRAS IR 45 >0 38 VR EL 30 AR 2 AR AR 2 S S A N BES SRR 3

AN, T B R AR T S RS A VR F R W B A T R A1 2 E S Ak, Fhrh o
BIEAREBGE L. T4 SCEE A 1 35 B D » B 00 M S A AR B
B AL I8 5 SO R 568 32 R A A AR 1)

TEBO 4 5 1 R, G280 1 35 [ 22 (0 00 55 SR B (9% 50 2 3 00T R 7
SRAFAIZSE . 4 I AT 1365 B0 (R

Yo
2004 47 A



fift i 15 1)

fie At B

(AL BN IIEH L) (English Through Culture) — I3 FE 0L YA S M HIBE LA
KRBV SR L.

AR BT B B HITEI S — AN SR R, BTt BRSO A AR R £ B E R
[7] ¥4 J2 T %o [)— U R T .

BAHICAE T Close Reading, Further Reading, Listening il Writing U84},

Close Reading DAYIZR2% Az 1 B4 2 ERAR RE 1 2 B AR FFBCA — & S8 09 R0 B Ay
R4~ .

Further Reading 9% — i & M 53 Sb—™ A B X [ — A6 & BB i 45535, TR 32 i 44 kL A
P AE VR EE_E 28 202 S0 % R TS B (8 5 485 — 80 0 AT 1 S VI 2 Ay sk ) i B ) 1
HHt

Listening %4 — W IR —FHEFERO LS . 300 A Ab Rk B £ B A 5 — 3ok
BB ISRE . IR T WS , A Fe SRR , 7T LVE R RRWT BEI 2R B bkt .

Writing &4 —i& WA R B E RN SRS . 2 IRIE 7 Wi sk 50, S 1E S i 8 M
B B B B AR 6 SO B DI 45

A BATTH B E] — R — JE . ST T LA AR 8 2 A R BE R DGR ) 352 L T 7 B A4S
RO RN AT E . BT LA HE 10 F 14 ANREF. AN 858 5 DY ok 36 43 1T LA
[F)— AT A2 , AL AT LA el JUA O 43 5 FEAT: , (5 B i A 1) 1R 280 280 0[] £ 6 28 A0 3

AEHBILT 6 M, A ERIE A . BEERR 6 M H— 2 =R,

(HUTFM)EHA 5 Close Reading B 4k~ % % . Further Reading ' Passage [l f9%:3
%% Listening W7 J7 B 5 2] (& € WT SIMORH SCAS LA B2 Writing 455 IS 24 R,



CONTENTS

CONTENTS

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

The Ambivalence of Abortion

Close Reading  The Ambivalence of ADOrtion — ssssssssecesscereeceseierecacacacacnnas 1
Further Reading I. Putting Women Back into the Abortion Debate «+«+eseeeeeeee 11

Il. The Abortion Clinic Shootings: Why? — ceeceerceraaiancannnns 15
Listening One Woman’s ADOrtion  seeeesececcscsccsscscccccscccccccccssscncnncs 19
Writing Nine Reasons Why Abortions Are Legal «seseeeesesceseeceranannan. 22

Contested History

Close Reading Jefferson and the Equality of Men «eeceeecereecnniinaiiinnni, 20
Further Reading |. Why | Am Optimistic About America «+=ssssssssesasecererannns 40

[I. I Won't Be Celebrating Columbus Day «esseseseeserannannnne 46
Listening Japan’s Revisionist HiStory «eseseeeesesneenentiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie.. 49
Writing Jefferson, Hemings Affair Can't Be Denied «sessesesesesncennaes 52

Capital Punishment

Close Reading Death and Justice: How Capital Punishment Affirms Life ««+«-- 95
Further Reading |. The Death Penalty «+seseeseeseecencesiuiiniiiiiiiiiiiininnnennenn. 67

Il. Rolling the Dice to Decide Who Digs +«+eseseeeeseccncaannnnnns 72
Listening Considering the Penalty for a Murderer ««seesesseseecnseinnnnnas 76
Writing Death Penalty’s False Promise  «teseesererecesiseiiiiireceneennnns 79

Gender and the English Language

Close Reading Who's in Charge of the English Language? — «+esssseeseeseecenes 83
Further Reading |. Sexism in English: A 1990s Update  ++sssreeesentucainnneans 96

[l. Against the Theory of “Sexist Language”:«+«++s+eseseseeannes 107
Listehing Against the Theory of “Sexist Language” ««+«+++++eseeseresaes 113

Writing Some Notes on Gender-Neutral Language +esessssesesesesennes 113

i



v

ENGLISH THROUGH CULTURE

Unit 9

Unit 6

Unit 7

Unit 8

Unit 9

Images on the Screen

Close Reading  The Living ROOM «esesesreteetrestnmtatnimtiiiiiuiiiiiiiiniiieia. 119
Further Reading |. Not in My Living ROOM  «sssessessesrustuntuiiiiiiiiniinneenanees 138
Il. The New Hollywood Male «+eseeseseesensnsniinneennininiiannes 141
Listening The Power of the Media: Asian American Images on
TeleViSION  cececrecseccccscssencnscsscsscccocscciccscscccsccccccascsees 144
Writing Hollywood Forsakes History for Events — seceeceecencceccnceaces 147

Environmental Protection

Close Reading  Carrying Capacity: Earth’'s Bottom Ling ssseseeesseerecneceecees 151
Further Reading I. A Logger's Lament  ssecesessscetesnceaiitaiiiaiieiiininennann, 159

[l. Don't Say It's Global Warming seeseeseesseesessaeteaneaeananns 162
Listening A Fable for TOMOIMOW.  ceesseessscecesceccescscssssssccssesccccccces 165
Writing Not Seeing the Forest for the Dollar Bills +seseeeeeeeececececenas 168

Regulating the Internet

Close Reading  The Laws of Cyberspace: What Colleges Need to Know «+««+««-- 171
Further Reading |. Young Cyber AddiCtS +eseseseereseseseeratmntiiniiiinininninnane. 181

Il. Keep the Internet Safe for Families «eeesesercerececceccaccaens 185
Listening IN LOVE ONliNE sseesessseessescsssossccesstctasscennnsnssossesnnnssanns 188
Writing The [nternet AdVOCATE:  icsrsesstsssssansessssusnsssnssioasssesssesoses 191

lconic Figures

Close Reading  The King Of NarciSSiSm seseesesesesesterettnsretetrnnaaniannannnns 195
Further Reading |. The Age of the Female Icon  «+++ssssssrereeesssnaniunnineennnn. 207

[I. Banking ON SPErm ceecesseseecseeruserantesessnsaneotnnnannns 212
Listening The Cosby Show: U.S. Situation Comedy <eseseeserercecenceee 215
Writing The Age Of EINStein  «eeeeeseesenstnatmiitiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiin, 217

Sexual Harassment

Close Reading  The Reasonable Woman Standard — sseeseeseeceereescecaccannens 221
Further Reading |. Sex and Violence: A Perspective seeseeseeceeceecceciaecaenans 229
Il. The Price of Admission: Harassment and Free Speech in
the Wild, Wild WESt seeseescescesetcctcintosassnrtonsasescensanans 236
Listening Sexual Harassment: A Legal Explanation — eseeeceesecececenees 241
Writing SANAY'S StOry seeeeseeseretseteettenititetititititiiiiiiiiieine. 243



Unit ¥

CONTENTS

Talk Shows

Close Reading Tuning in Trouble  seeseesseeseeseistasestntnsinsinntnsnennecnnen. 247
Further Reading I. Town Hall TeleviSion «ssssssseessenesensetntnninnnininieninann. 259

[1. Dumbing Down: TV Talk-show Talk sesseseeeseccencencencenee. 266
Listening The TV Host: Oprah WiInfrey «sesseeseseeensttuianniineennnnnnn. 270
Writing Talk SNOWS ¢eeeeecccccscceccseescscerssssssnsssssssssssscssscscccsscane 273

AAAAA

Close Reading Symptoms of a Deeper Malaise ««+=+ssssessesessasnaraneanacnnn. 277
Further Reading I. Our Current Drug Legislation: Grounds for Reconsideration
........................................................................... 289
Il. The Case Against Drug Testing  seeseeseseeseseeresaaencannnns 204
Listening Why Drug Tests FIUnK — seeseesseseesreetuemeanieniiniiiiiniiniinan, 300
Writing Why Drug Testing IS Needed «+«++seseeseereastaneaniitiniininnnan, 302
Rights in Question
Close Reading What Rights Do We Have? — ssseesessesesrasetenintniiiinnnnnee. 305
Further Reading |. Rights in CONfliCt «esessesseseeensearureinuineiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnen, 321
Il. What's Wrong with Animal Rights «esessesececesecencccacennes 328
Listening Refusing to Work When Conditions Are Dangerous «««««+«+«+= 331
Writing From Animal Rights to Animal Liberation ssseseeeececeecececaees 333
The Paradox of Cloning
Close Reading Second Thoughts on ClONiNg +++ss+ssssesssessssserseresauaseannne 337
Further Reading |. The Paradox oOf CIONING +«++sssseseessesaesataisanseusnnenacennns 345
[|. EWEQENICS #esvesresrersnstnetnetuntnituiititeetiteiiinneinene, 351
Listening Dolly and the Cloning Controversy — sesseseseececcecencececannee 355
Writing Of Headless Mice. .. and MEn «ssseesessessecesnteccnnsccennnanes 358

Euthanasia
Close Reading A Crime of Compassion ............................................. 361
Further Reading |. Death and Dignity: A Case of Individualized Decision Making

........................................................................... 369
197 Case Of Assisted Suicide .................................... 375
Listening On Assisted Suicide and the Pain Relief Promotion Act «««-- 380

Writing Who Lives? Who Dies? Who Decides? — ceceereeresrenscanannens 382



vi

ENGLISH THROUGH CULTURE

Unit 19

Metaphors of War

Close Reading Metaphor and the Gulf War (Part ) ceeseeeseesenceciccececaeees 385
Further Reading I. Metaphor and the Gulf War (Part 11) =secececeseccriececececeees 396
Il. Eleven Ways of Looking at the Gulf War «sseceeeeeceececceee. 403
Listening Irag War Lands in the Midst of Vermont's Town Hall Meetings
...................................................... ssessescsscsccsccsces 4()7
Writing Rhetorical Divisiveness in Nation-building and War: An Analysis
Of FDR’S “Pear| Harbor Address” ................................. 410



Unit 1

The Ambivalence of Abortion

CLOSE READING

Pre-reading Questions

T

In the past half a century, abortion has been much debated in the United States. In recent

years, abortion and anti-abortion forces have intensified their attacks against each other.

What, as far as you know, are the basic arguments of both sides on this complex and

emotionally charged issue?

What is your own attitude toward abortion? Why would you feel that way?

The Ambivalence of Abortion
Linda Bird Francke

We were sitting in a bar on Lexington Avenue when | told my husband | was
pregnant. It is not a memory | like to dwell on. Instead of the champagne and hope
which had hegalded the impending births of the first, second and third child, the

” my
husband kept saying to himself, stigring the ice cubes around and around. *Oh,

news of this one was greeted with shocked silence and Sc_gtch. “Jesus,

Jesus.”

Oh, how we tried to ratignalize it that night as the starting time for the movie
came and went. My husband talked about his plans for a career change in the next
year, to stem the staleness that fourteen years with the same investment-banking
firm had brought him. A new baby would put me right back in the nursery just when
our youngest child was finally school age. It was time for us, we tried to
rationalize. There just wasn't room in our lives now for another baby. We both
agreed. And agreed. And agreed.

How very considerate they are at the Women'’s Services, known formally as the
Center for Reproductive and Sexual Health. Yes, indeed, | could have an abortion
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that very Saturday morning and be out in time to drive to the country that afternoon.
Bring a first morning urine specimen, a sanitary belt and napkins, a money order or
$125 cash—and a friend.

My friend turned out to be my husband, standing awkwardly and ill at ease as

20 men always do in places that are exclusively for women, as | checked in at nine
a.m. Other men hovered around just as anxiously, knowing they had to be there,
wishing they weren’t. No one spoke to each other. When | would be cycled out of
there four hours later, the same men would be slumped in their same seats, locked
downcast in their cells of embarrassment.

25 The Saturday morning women's group was more dispirited than the men in the
waiting room. There were around fifteen of us, a mixture of races, ages and
backgrounds. Three didn’t speak English at all and a fourth, a pregnant Puerto
Rican girl around eighteen, translated for them.

There were six black women and a hodgepodge of whites, among them a

30 T-shirted teenager who kept leaving the room to throw up and a puzzled middle-
aged woman from Queens with three grown children.

“What form of birth control were you using?” the volunteer asked each one of
us. The answer was inevitably “none.” She then went on to describe the various
forms of birth control available at the clinic, and offered them to each of us.

35 The youngest Puerto Rican girl was asked through the interpreter which she’d
like to use: the loop, diaphragm, or pill. She shook her head “no” three times.
“You don’t want to come back here again, do you?” the volunteer pressed. The
girl’s head was so low her chin rested on her breastbone. “Si,” she whispered.

We had been there two hours by that time, filling out endless forms, giving

40  blood and urine, receiving lectures. But unlike any other group of women I've been
in, we didn’t talk. Our common denominator, the one which usually floods across
language and economic barriers into familiérity, today was one of shame. We were
losing life that day, not giving it.

The group képt getting cut back to smaller, more workable units, and finally |

“

4% was put in a small waiting room with just two other women. We changed into paper
bathrobes and paper slippers, and we rustled whenever we moved. One of the
women in my room was shivering and an aide brought her a blanket.

“What's the matter?” the aide asked her. “I'm scared,” the woman said.
“How much will it hurt?” The aide smiled. “Oh, nothing worse than a couple of bad
cramps,” she said. “This afternoon you'll be dancing a jig.”

| began to panic. Suddenly the rhetoric, the abortion marches |I'd walked in,
the telegrams sent to Albany to counteract the Friends of the Fetus. the Zero
Population Growth buttons I'd worn, peeled away, and | was ali alone with my

50
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70

85

90
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microscopic baby. There were just the two of us there, and soon, because it was
more convenient for me and my husband, there would be one again.

How could it be that I, who am so neurotic about life that | step over bugs
rather than on them, who spend hours planting flowers and vegetables in the spring
even though we rent out the house and never see them, who make sure the children
are vaccinated and inoculated and filled with Vitamin C, could so arbitrarily decide
that this life shouldn't be?

“It's not a life,” my husband had argued, more to convince himself than me.
“It's a bunch of cells smaller than my fingernail. ”

But any woman who has had children knows that certain feeling in her taut,
swollen breasts, and the slight but constant ache in her uterus that signals the
arrival of a life. Though | would march myself into blisters for a woman's right to
exercise the option of motherhood, | discovered there in the waiting room that | was
not the modern woman | thought | was.

When my name was called, my body felt so heavy the nurse had to help me into
the examining room. | waited for my husband to burst through the door and yell
“stop,” but of course he didn't. | concentrated on three black spots in the acoustic
ceiling until they grew in size to the shape of saucers, while the doctor swabbed my
insides with antiseptic.

“You're going to feel a burning sensation now,” he said, injecting Novocain
into the neck of the womb. The pain was swift and severe, and | twisted to get
away from him. He was hurting my baby, | reasoned, and the black saucers
quivered in the air. “Stop,” | cried. “Please stop.” He shook his head, busy with
his equipment. “It's too late to stop now,” he said. “It'll just take a few more
seconds. ”

What good sports we women are. And how obedient. Physically the pain
passed even before the hum of the machine signaled that the vacuuming of my
uterus was completed, my baby sucked up like ashes after a cocktail party. Ten
minutes start to finish. And | was back on the arm of the nurse.

There were twelve beds in the recovery room. Each one had a gaily flowered
draw sheet and a soft green or blue thermal blanket. It was all very feminine. Lying
on these beds for an hour or more were the shocked victims of their sex, their full
wombs now stripped clean, their futures less encumbered.

It was very quiet in that room. The only voice was that of the nurse, locating
the new women who had just come in so she could monitor their blood pressure, and
checking out the recovered women who were free to leave.

Juice was being passed about, and | found myself sipping a Dixie cup of
Hawaiian Punch. An older woman with tightly curled bleached hair was just getting
up from the next bed. *“That was no goddamn snap,” she said, resting before
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putting on her miniskirt and high white boots. Other women came and went, some
walking out as dazed as they had entered, others with a bounce that signaled they

95 were going right back to Bloomingdale's.

Finally then, it was time for me to leave. | checked out, making an
appointment to return in two weeks for an IUD insertion. My husband was slumped
in the waiting room, clutching a single yellow rose wrapped in a wet paper towel
and stuffed into a Baggie.

100 We didn’t talk the whole way home, but just held hands very tightly. At home
there were more yellow roses and a tray in bed for me and the children’s curiosity to
divert.

It had certainly been a successful operation. | didn’t bleed at all for two days
just as they had predicted, and then | bled only moderately for another four days.

105 Within a week my breasts had subsided and the tenderness vanished, and my body
felt mine again instead of the eggshell it becomes when it's protecting someone
else. ;

My husband and | are back to planning our summer vacation and his career
switch.

110 And it certainly does make more sense not to be having a baby right now—we
say that to each other all the time. But | have this ghost now. A very little ghost that
only appears when I'm seeing something beautiful, like the full moon on the ocean
last weekend. And the baby waves at me. And | wave at the baby. “Of course,
we have room,” | cry to the ghost. “Of course, we do.”

Building Vocabulary

ambivalence (Title) [eem'brvalons ] n. the state of having both good and bad
feelings about something »Ei54s

abortion (Title) [o'bozfan] n. a medical operation-to stop a baby's
development in the womb %=

herald (L. 3) [ 'herald ] vt. to say publicly that something will be
good or important 54

impending (L. 3) ([ 1m'pendi] adj. that is going to happen very soon gli& %
48y

rationalize (L. 7) ['reefanslaiz] vt. to find a reasonable explanation ¥§------&
B, SIRIRE

staleness (L. 9) [ 'sterlnis] i a state that is no longer interesting or

exciting Zo#&, FRBRGS
hover (L. 21) ["hova] vi.  to stay nervously in the same place #f@




slump (L. 23)

hodgepodge (L. 29)

loop (L.36)
diaphragm (L. 36)

denominator (L. 41)

cramp (L. 50)
rhetoric (L. 51)

counteract (L. 52)
fetus (L. 52)

microscopic (L. 54)
neurotic (L. 56)
vaccinate (L. 59)
inoculate (L. 59)
arbitrarily (L. 59)

taut (L. 63)

uterus (L. 64)
blister (L. 65)
acoustic (L. 70)
swab (L. 71)
antiseptic (L. 72)

vacuum (L. 80)
thermal (L. 84)
encumber (L. 86)

bleach (L. 91)

insertion (L. 97)

[slamp]
[ "hodzpods ]

(lup]
[ 'darofreem |

[ di'nominerts ]

[ kreemp |
['retorik ]

[ \kauntor'sekt ]
['fitos]

[ imarkra'skopik ]
[nju'rotrk]

[ 'veeksmert |
[1'nokjulert ]
['abrtrorili |

[tot]

['juttarss]

[ 'blisto]
[o'kustik ]
[swob ]

[ igent1'septik ]

[ 'veekjuom ]
['6aimal |
[1n'kamba ]

(bliztf]

[in'sa:fan]

Vi.

adv.

adj.

adj.

vt.

vt.

adj.

vt.

vt.

Unit 1

to be sitting with body leaning
completely backwards or forwards #3kZ
Y

mishmash, a number of things mixed up
without order or arrangement Zv&(, 89—
i)

is1=37)

FEB.

a general name for a class or type H @)%

E

severe pains in the stomach 855

speech or writing that sounds impressive
but is not actually sincere or useful 4,
ESENE

to prevent the bad effect of something #§
H, X

a young human or animal before birth &
JL

extremely small JEE/)\89

unreasonably anxious or afraid &2 FEHY
BRE

TR EST

not seemingly to be based on reason /()
PRI

tightly drown, stretched tight R#AsHHEY,
KN

womb ¥8

X3

UNE=1E0)

to clean B8

a chemical substance that helps to stop
a wound becoming infected #,&5
BRETRET -

producing or caused by heat {RiE89

to make free action or movement difficult
BE, i

to make something pale or white {555,
=8

the act of putting something inside & A\
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clutch (L. 98) [klatf] vt.  to hold tightly '2ig
Scotch (L. 4) [skot ] n. TS EBT=
Novocain (L. 73) [ 'nsvvokern ] n. HREERE (SEMERZD)

Culturally Speaking

I. The Women’s Services

In context, we learn that the Women’s Services is the name that has replaced the Center for
Reproductive and Sexual Health. We can therefore infer that this is a clinic that treats patients
who have their women health needs. One of the things that the Services does is performing
abortions. From the point of view of anti-abortionists, the name of this clinic is ironic

because, to them, it provides only a disservice to women.

II. What do they mean-*the abortion marches,” “the Friends of the
Fetus.” “the Zero Population Growth”?

As the author/narrator waited for her abortion operation, she was suddenly gripped by fear.
Things she took part in came back to her as if in a movie. She had walked in the “abortion
marches”—these are parades organized to support abortion rights; pro-abortion is also known
as “pro-choice. ” She also remembered how telegrams had been sent to Albany to counteract
the Friends of the Fetus which, as we can infer, must be an anti-abortion organization. Anti-
abortion is also known as pro-life. Another detail that flashed across her mind was that she
had worn the Zero Population Growth buttons. Here, buttons refer to those specially made,
small badges for publicity purposes. Zero Population Growth—that sounds like a slogan for
family planning and it is pro-choice. At any rate, all these past events and details became less

meaningful as the author anxiously waited for her turn to go into the operation room.

III. A Dixie cup

A Dixie cup is a paper cup with Dixie as its trade mark.

IV. Hawaiian Punch

A cocktail made of tropical fruit juices.

V. Bloomingdale’s
Bloomingdale’s is a chain department store under one management and can be found all over
the United States. Typically, you will find in Bloomingdale’s such things as perfumes,

jewelry, clothing, furniture, appliances, and so on.
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. IUD

IUD stands for “intra-uterine device” and it is a contraceptive device.

VII. Baggie

If the word is spelled without capitalizing the initial letter, then it is simply a plastic bag.

But, with a capital B, it is a plastic bag with Baggie as its trade mark.

Questions for Group Discussion

L.

1.

Reading Comprehension
What is the setting in which the author broke the news to her husband that she was

pregnant? Do you think that her husband received the news well?

. What reasons did the husband give for not wanting another child? Why did the author feel

it was a bad time for herself as well?

3. Describe how those men felt while waiting at the abortion clinic.

=

© N o oo

10.

INE

12,

13-

14.
15.

I
1.

That morning a women’s group was there. What is the purpose of its presence in the
clinic?

Were all the women waiting for abortion there pretty much alike? How so?

What was the author’s attitude toward these other women?

What is the feeling that the women in the group share?

In the past, what was the author’s viewpoint concerning women’s rights to having
abortions? What textual evidence tells you that?

Do you assume that the author still holds that view? Why?

What examples does the author give to illustrate that she begins to become more “pro-life”
(meaning anti-abortion)? Are these examples convincing?

When she was in the examining room, what did she do to deal with her anxieties about the
abortion?

What did the other woman mean when she said to the author, “That was no goddamn
snap”?

How did the author know that the operation has been successful?

How successful is the author in explaining the ambivalence named in the title of the essay?
What would you say is the overall tone of the essay? The author uses repetition in the
essay to help set the tone. What is the effect of repetitions such as “We both agreed. And
agreed. And agreed.”?

Further Discussion
The author describes some very intimate personal emotions and experiences in her attempt

to explain what makes her ambivalent toward abortion. On the basis of the textual evidence
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presented, do you think she is justified in feeling ambivalent? Do you think she should have
been more definite one way or the other? Explain your position.

Much controversy about abortion revolves around modern definitions of life and death.
Some people argue that life begins at conception; others argue that life begins at birth.
With which group do you agree? How has modern science complicated our concepts of life
and death?

Exercises

I. Paraphrase the underlined words or expressions in each sentence.

1.

10.
11,

12,

13.

Oh, how we tried to rationalize it that night as the starting time for the movie came and

went,

My husband talked about his plans for a career change in the next year, to stem the
staleness that fourteen years with the same investment-banking firm had brought him.

My friend turned out to be my husband, standing awkwardly and ill at ease as men always

do in places that are exclusively for women.

When I would be cycled out of there four hours later, the same men would be slumped in

their same seats, locked downcast in their cells of embarrassment.

There were six black women and a_hodgepodge of whites, among them a T-shirted

teenager who kept leaving the room to throw up and a puzzled middle-aged woman from
Queens with three grown children.

Our common denominator, the one which usually floods across language and economic

barriers into familiarity, today was one of shame.

Suddenly the rhetoric, the abortion marches I'd walked in, the telegram sent to Albany to
counteract the Friends of the Fetus, the Zero Population Growth buttons I'd worn, peeled

away, and I was all alone with my microscopic baby.

I concentrated on three black spots in the acoustic ceiling until they grew in size to the

shape of saucers, while the doctor swabbed my insides with antiseptic.

What good sports we women are.

Ten minutes start to finish.
Other women came and went, some walking out as dazed as they had entered, others with

a bounce that signaled they were going right back to Bloomingdale’s.

At home there were more yellow roses and a tray in bed for me and the children’s curiosity

to divert.
Within a week my breasts had subsided and the tenderness vanished, and my body felt
mine again instead of the eggshell it becomes when it’s protecting someone else.




