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About the Author

Mark Twain was born Samuel Clemens, Novem-
ber 30, 1835, in Florida, Missouri. When he was
four, his father, an unsuCCesSful ‘ _st,ore!geeper, de-
cided to move his family to Hannibal, Missouri.

This move had a strong effect | ‘o‘n Samuel s
life. Hannibal was a river-edge town through
which many travelers passed: circus troupes, min-
strel shows, religious leaders, and daring settlers
on their way to California—all of whom Samuel
would later use as characters in his books.

But of all the people young Samuel met, he ad-
mired the steamboat captains most of all, and
dearly wished he could pilot a Mississippi river-
boat. Upon his father’s death, when Samuel was
12, he left school to train as a printer. This led to
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Mark Twam is best known for hlsyf ﬁmny story, %
The Celebrated Jumpmg Frog of Calaveras f |
: senous The most famous of these are Tbe Adven-f
'tures of']%anl,Savqyer fThe:zAchnentures cﬂ?lluckdeui;
berry Finn, A Connect1cut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court and The Prince and the Pauper. ‘
In thls last book he poked fun at the old up-
per-:olass in England, and showed how wrong it
was to judge people by outward appearahces. o
~ Mark Twain died in ’April 1910, but to his
many readers around the world, he will live forev-
er in Tom Sawyer,
Edward Tudor, an

ters.
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People You Will Read About

People You Will Read About

Tom Canty

Edward Tudor:

Bet and Nan:
Grammer Canty .
John Canty :
Mrs. Canty .

Father Andrew:

Lady Elizabeth .
Lady Jane Grey:
Henry VIII;

a boy who was born into a poor
family

the prince of England, born on
the same time day with Tom
Tom’s elder twin sisters

Tom’s grandmother

Tom’s father

Tom’s mother

a poor priest who was kind to
Tom and had taught Tom some
knowledge

Edward’ s sister

Edward’s cousin

Edward’s father
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Lord Hertford: | Edward’s uncle
Lord St. John: | person who was sent by the King
to help “Edward” hide his “mad-
ness”
Duke of Norfolk: § King Henry’s political enemy
Miles Hendon: | a knight who had protected Ed-
ward
Arthur: | Miles’s oldest brother
Hugh: | Miles’s youngest brother
Lady Edith; | Miles’s cousin and lover
Humphrey Marlowe: | Edward’s whipping-boy who got
whipped when Edward had done
something wrong or not well
Ruffler: | the leader of the gang of beggars
Hodge, Burns and | members in the gang of beggars
Yokel, Hugo:

Blake Andrews: § an old Hendon family servant
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Clwo Pidferent Vo2lds

One autumn day in the 1500s, two babies were born.
Both were boys, both had the same birthday, and both
were bomn in London, England. Aside from those facts,
life couldn’t have been more different for the two.

Tom Canty was born to a family who wore raggedy
clothes and lived in one crowded room. To them, the
newborn was just another unwelcome mouth to feed.

Edward Tudor, on the other hand, was born in a
palace, to a family who went wild with joy at his
birth. So did all of England, for Edward was a prince.
Cared for by great lords and ladies, little Prince Ed-

raggedy /'reegidi/ adj. A &%
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ward slept through the noisy street parties and bonfires
in his honor.

Tom Canty’s street, Offal Court, was noisy too, and
crowded and dirty as well. His family lived on the
third floor of a rickety house. His fifteen-year-old twin
sisters, Bet and Nan, were good-natured like their
mother. But his father and grandmother, Gammer
Canty, were absolute terrors. He stole and she cursed.
And both drank and fought a lot.

John Canty would roar at his family, “Where is the
stuff from today’s begging?”

Mrs. Canty would timidly hand him the coin she
had gotten, and one of the girls would come up with a
chunk of stale bread.

Then John Canty would turn to Tom. “What about
you, brat? Nothing!” And he would grab his son and
smack him around hard.

Then the grandmother would shriek at Tom, “I’'m
ashamed to call a rotten good-for-nothing like you my
grandson!” And she would give him another beating.

rickety / rikiti/ adj. % s 24 B R | stale fsteilf adj. R #H ¥ L FkRH
timidly / timidli/ adv. B2 3k, # HH : smack /smaek/ v. i1, &



