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Abstract

This dissertation aims at a probe into the manifestations
of explicitation, one of the Translation Universals in C-E and
E-C translation by means of the corpus-based approach. With
the parallel corpus model, the author launches a comprehen-
sive research of both the inter-language and inner-language
comparable explicitation in his research., Taking the idea that
there are differences between different languages in their lin-
guistic formalization on the sentential composition level as the
starting-point, together with direction of translation and genre
as two control variables, he makes an investigation into the
rendering of conjunctions and personal pronoun subjects be-
tween Chinese and English and vice versa in the hope of finding
out the relevance between linguistic formalization and explici-
tation in translations. The fundamental objective is to reach a
more unifying explanation of findings concerning the phenome-
non of explicitation.

Based on the research done by forerunners in this field,
the author attempts to put forward two hypotheses; firstly, in
terms of direction of translation, translations from the lan-
guage with a lower degree of linguistic formalization to the lan-
guage with a higher one demonstrate a remarkable trend for in-
ter-language explicitation as well as a vague trend for inter-lan-
guage implicitation. In the opposite direction, the comparable

explicitation appears more prominent, which means a higher
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level of explicitness of the translated texts compared with the
non-translated texts in the same language; secondly, in terms
of genres, translations from the language with a lower degree
of linguistic formalization to the language with a higher one,
the trend for comparable explication is not so striking in both
fiction and non-fiction texts. In the other direction, a more
conspicuous comparable explicitation can be detected in both
genres.

The empirical investigations into the transferring of con-
junctions and personal subject pronoun according to their num-
ber, frequency and types of conversion show that the differ-
ences in linguistic formalization at the sentential composition
level are actually fundamental reasons for explicitation in
translations of most kinds. This can also be detected in trans-

lations in other language pairs.
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