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A Red, Red Rose
S ARANF26

O my love is like a red, red rose,
That's newly sprung in June;

O my love is like the melody,
That's sweetly played in tune.

As fair you are, my bonny lass,
So deep in love am I;

Till the seas gonna dry, my dear,
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And I will love you still, my dear,
Till the seas ganna dry.

And the rocks melt with the sun;
And I will love you still, my dear,
While the sands o' life shall run.
And fare you well, my only love,
And fare you well a while;

And 1 will come again, my love,

Though it were ten—thousand miles!
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Relationship That Lasts

If somebody tells you, "I'll love you forever," will you
believe it?

I don't think there's any reason not to. We are ready to
believe such commitment at the moment, whatever change may
happen afterwards. as for the belief in an everlasting love,
that's another thing.

Then you may be-asked whether there is such a thing as an
everlasting love. I'd answer I believe in it. but an everlasting
love is not immutable.

You may unswervingly love or be loved by a person. but
love will change its composition with the passage of time. it
will not remain the same. in the course of your growth and as
a result of your increased experience, love will become some—
thing different to you.

In the beginning you believed a fervent love for a person
could last indefinitely. By and by, however, "fervent" gave
way to "prosaic". Precisely because of this change it became
possible for love to last. then what was meant by an everlasting

love would eventually end up in a sort of interdependence.

LIS Ve

....................



We used to insist on the difference between love and liking.
the former seemed much more beautiful than the latter. one
day, however, it turns out there's really no need to make such
difference. liking is actually a sort of love. by the same token,
the everlasting interdependence is actually an everlasting love.

I wish I could believe there was somebody who would love
me forever. That's, as we all know, too romantic to be true.
Instead, it will more often than not be a case of lasting

relationship.
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Right Beside You
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The passengers on the bus watched sympathetically as the
young woman with the white cane made her way carefully up
the steps. She paid the driver and then, using her hands to feel
the location of the seats, settled into one. She placed her
briefcase on her lap and rested her cane against her leg.

It had been a year since Susan, thirty—four, became blind.
As the result of a medical accident she was sightless, suddenly
thrown into a world of darkness, anger, frustration and self—
pity. All she had to cling to was her husband Mark.

Mark was an Air Force officer and he loved Susan with all
his heart. When she first lost her sight, he watched her sink
into despair and he became determined to use every means
possible to help his wife.

Finally, Susan felt ready to return to her job, but how
would she get there? She used to take the bus, but she was
now too frightened to get around the city by herself. Mark
volunteered to ride the bus with Susan each morning and
evening until she got the hang of it. And that is exactly what
happened.
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For two weeks, Mark, military uniform and all, accompa—
nied Susan to and from work each day. He taught her how to
rely on her other senses, specifically her hearing, to determine
where she was and how to adapt to her new environment. He
helped her befriend the bus drivers who could watch out for

her, and save her a seat.
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Each morning they made the journey together, and Mark
would take a taxi back to his office. Although that meant he
had to travel through the city and the routine was costly and
exhausting, Mark knew it was only a matter of time before
Susan would be able to ride the bus on her own. He believed
in her.

Finally, Susan decided that she was ready to try the trip
on her own. Monday morning arrived. Before she left, she
embraced her husband tightly. Her eyes filled with tears of
gratitude for his loyalty, his patience, and his love. She said
good—bye and, for the first time, they went their separate
ways. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday... Each day
on her own went perfectly, and a wild gaiety took hold of
Susan. She was doing it! She was going to work all by herself!

On Friday morning, Susan took the bus to work as usual.
As she was exiting the bus, the driver said, "Miss, I sure envy
you." Curious, Susan asked the driver why.

"You know, every morning for the past week, a fine
looking gentleman in a military uniform has been standing
across the corner watching you when you get off the bus. He
makes sure you cross the street safely and he watches you until
you enter your office building. Then he blows you a Kiss, gives
d :“alks away"."“ You are one lucky lady," the
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