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Preface to the Inaugural Issue

The contribution of Judeo-Christian culture to the structure of
world civilization has been recognized more and more by the
academia since modern times. In western countries, Hebrew and
Greek civilizations are the ‘two breasts’ O that have together
nurtured the development of culture in the future generations.
Extending to the whole world, the Hebrew —Christian culture,
together with Hellenism, Chinese and Indian cultures, have become
the four pillars which uphold the grandiose palace of world
civilization. Tracing back to the origin, the grand organization of
Hebrew—Christian culture is based on one canon, the Bible. This
historical fact reveals that, in order to understand world civilization,
one has to study the Bible intensively.

The Bible is a canon of theology—ethics, history and literature.
These three—fold qualities of the Bible lead to three approaches to
biblical studies; theological—ethical, historical and literary. In fact,
these three categories of studies have been getting along without

contradictions; except that they have occupied varying degrees of

@ Zhu Weizhi, “Status and Particularities of Biblical Literature”, Foreign Litera-
ture Studies ,4th volume, 1982 ,45.
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significance at different times.  Generally speaking,  Biblical
hermeneutics on theology and ethics has been going on and has bheen
in the leading position before the Nineteenth Century. Historical
criticism has surged since the Eighteenth Century and has acclaimed
certain achievement. Literary studies have had a long standing
status. That people have paid attention to “Literature in the Bible”
quite early was due to a series of stories and poetry in the text itself.
Since the second half of the Eighteenth Century,  historical
investigation methodology has been used to show the history and the
canonized process of the biblical texts. After the mid Twentieth
Century, pluralistic approaches have been adopted to study the
multi —dimensions of the Bible with modern perspectives. Studies
have been made on the “biblical elements in world literature”.
Among them, a group of papers and works on biblical literature
have subsequently been published which were in the forefront of the
leading trend.

As early as in early part of the Twentieth Century, Chinese
modern scholars have made critical discussions on biblical literature.
However, due to the long discontinuation of academic studies in the
Mainland from 1950’s to 1970’s, biblical literature studies in fact
have just started from scratch in the 1980’. Since then till now,
scholars in the Mainland have made tremendous achievement in this
field in the past twenty years. Nevertheless, compared with the
present situations of international biblical literature studies, our
academic standard is still of a lower level. There is the need to seek
breakthroughs by various means.

The purpose of publishing the first Chinese academic journal

Biblical Literature Studies is to pursue research which can interface

4
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with that of international scholars’ by means of the journal. This
journal will provide a platform of a higher level where quality papers
from the Mainland as well as overseas scholars can be published,
which will guide and promote the research on biblical literature
studies of China Mainland toward greater development, in order that
biblical scholars of Hong Kong, Taiwan, South East Asia and even
international scholars of Chinese descent can continue to advance to

a higher level.
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The Bible and Literary Study

Leland Ryken, Chinese trans. by Liang Gong

Abstract : The literary nature of the Bible is today wide-
ly acknowledged by both literary and biblical scholars. While
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there are legitimate concerns about current literary approach-
es to the Bible, it remains indisputable that the Bible is a
predominantly literary book. Traditional methods of literary
criticism can unlock the literary treasures of the Bible. The
idea of the Bible —as -literature began with biblical writers
themselves, and it is possible to trace how scholars and liter-
ary authors have interacted with the literary aspects of the
Bible throughout history. This essay covers what it means that
the Bible is literature, how literary approaches to the Bible
can enhance our understanding of the Bible, and a history of
the idea of the Bible-as~literature.

Key words: the Bible; literature; literary approach;

the Bible—as—literature ; influence
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