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NOTES FROM THE EDITORS

Gross Domestic Product is a kernel indicator of system of national accounts, and also
one of the most important indicators that reflect economic power of a country (or region).
It has been widely used in macro — economic analysis and management with the penetration
of reform of economic system and rapid development of economy. In order to meet the
needs of macroeco — nomic analysis and management, we have worked on collecting and
sorting out the historical data of GDP for the entire country and provinces since 1992. Fi-
nally GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT OF CHINA (1952—1995) was finished fhrough the
endeavor of staff involved in national accounts from state and regions. It totally and sys-
tematically describes GDP and ‘its scale, composition and development of production, in-
come and final use of the whole country and regions from 1952 to 1995. Some indicators of

GDP accounting varied in their definition, coverage and sources of basic data with the peri-

od changed, however, the related historical data have now been adjusted in terms of pre-

sent standard, so that the same indicator for different period is consistent except those.

specially noted.

The book consists of three parts. The first part, general survey, includes value and
composition of gross domestic product, gross national product, final consumption expendi-
ture, gross capital formation, net export of goods and services and per capita gross domes-
tic product at current prices from 1952 to 1995. It also shows the growth rate of those
items at constant prices. The second part, data by regions, includes value and composition
of gross domestic product, gross national product, final consumption expenditure, gross
capital formation, net export of goods and services and per capita gross domestic product
at current prices by regions from 1952 to 1995. It also presents the growth rate of those
items-at constant prices. The third part, explanatory notes, make explanation of main: in-
dicators of the book. Furthermore, there are some statistical graphs designed to illustrate
the scale and development of the important aggregate indicators.

In order that readers can make full use of the data of the book, we make some notes
as follows: .

1. We started to estimate GDP from 1985, so the data of previous years are replen-
ished by using the following methods: value added of ag{icul\ture, industry, construction,
transportation, post and telecommunications derives from adjusting net production value
of their corresponding industries in the context of MPS with related business accounts da-
ta; value added of other industries is estimated in terms of the data of relative business ac-
counts, business operations, fiscal accounts and labor salary.

2. The result of the first tertiary industry census in 1993 demonstrated that value
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added of tertiary industry of previous years had been underestimated. So all of the histori-
cal data (except for Guangdong province) have been adjusted according to the tertiary in-
dustry census so as. to objectively reflect the real situation.

3. It is difficult for some provinces to estimate net factor income from other regions,
so GNP of the provinces that do not have such a part is equal to their GDP.

4. In practice, GDP in expenditure approach is not equal to GDP in production ap-
proach due to the difference in data sources and methods. But there are no discrepancies
between the two items above for most regions because net export of goods and services has
been calculated as the balance of the two items above.

5. Industry classification adopted in GDP accounting in the book is basically the same
as national economic industry classification and code (GB/T4754—84) set up by state stan-
dard department in 1984, however, some adjustment has been made according to the real
situation. For example, farming, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery services is classi-
fied into scientific research and polytechnical services in line with the current statistical
coverage of farming, forestry, animal husbandry and fishery; geological prospecting and
water conservancy is also classified into scientific research and polytechnical services; real
estate management, public utility and household and consultant services industry is divid-
ed into such three industries as real estate, public utility and services. Furthermore, we
do not use the full name of some industries on account of the restriction of ‘pages. For ex-
ample, commerce stands for commerce, catering, material’s supply and marketing and
storage.

6. The data of the country as a whole in the book excludes those of Taiwan province,
and the regions of Hong Kong and Macao.

7. The names of some indicators are different from those of previous GDP accounting
because of the revision made according to the standard of SNA 1993, i.e. total consump-
tion is substituted by final consumption expenditure, public consumption by government
consumption expenditure, total investment by gross capital formation, asset formation by
gross fixed capital formation.

8. The value and proportion of all the indicators are estimated at current prices, and
indices at constant prices.

9. The instruction of symbols: space means that we could not get exact data or there

is no such data, 10~ 8 stands for 100000000 due to the restriction of pages.
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