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PREFACE

Sika deer (cervus nippon)once were widely distributed throughout China, but due to eco-
nomic development and their high value in traditional Chinese medicine , they have extincted
from most of their native habitat and currently are classified as an internationally endangered
species,

Large captive populations of Sika deer exist in China and elsewhere, but at present there
are only four isolated populations and totally more than 1000 individuals left in the wild in
China at last (Sheng Helin, 1992). Over 300 Sika deer are distributed in Pengze County,
Jiangxi Province which are the largest wild population of southern China subspecies of Sika
deer.

First formal document about Sika deer existed in Pengze was reported by Yan Li of
Jiangxi Forestry Department according to specimen identification (1980, 1983), Jiangxi
Provincial Government established the Sika deer Reserve in 1981, one of the first 6 nature re-
serves at provincial level in the province.

Since establishment, the Reserve has made many efforts in scientific researches, the
population surveys are as follows: the survey conducted by Yan Li etc in 1980. and estimated
about 50 Sika deer in the reserve; Liu Zhiyong etc. of Jiangxi Nature Reserve Management
Office investigated and estimated about 60 Sika deer by driving methods in 1983; In 1987,
Yang Jing , East China Institute of Forest Inventory and Planning , Ministry of Forestry,
Ding Tieming , Jiangxi Nature Reserve Management Office and Hu Pingxi of Taohongling
Nature Reserve surveyed by sampling methods to estimate 112(77—147) Sika deer ; the sur-
vey in 1990 estimated 150 deer by the reserve; 312 (232—392) Sika deer were estimated by
Tu Xiaobin etc. of Jiangxi Nature Reserve Management Office in 1998 by sampling methods.
There are other basical surveys, for example, the survey on plants and vegetation carried out
by Liu Xinzhong , Wu Yinghao of Jiangxi Nature Reserve Management Office and Yao
Shanyu of the reserve in 1988, bird and beast survey conducted by Ding Tieming , Yang Jing
and Hu Pingxi in 1987 ; insect survey in 1999 conducted by Ding Dongshun ete. of Jiangxi
Forest Insect Pest Prevention Station; Ma Changxin, geology expert investigated geology and
geomorphy in Tachongling area in 1999. Further surveys on ecological habits of Sika deer
are : preliminary investigation on habitat, movements and reproduction made by Ding Tiem-
ing , Yang Jing in 1987; Professor Sheng Helin , Shanghai East China Normal University ,
investigated Sika deer in the Reserve, During 1992—1996, Dr. Wang Haibin systematically
studied the behavior ecology of Sika deer,and the food habits of large canids. These research-
es have collected many effective datas for future management plan and sustainable develop-
ment in the Reserve .

The book is divided into six chapters, the first chapter introduces the natural geography

and the social economy, the part of geology and geomorphy was composed by Ma Changxin,



— 2 — i & B eh A L R P K

the social economy was written by Liu Wuhua, Liu Xinzhong wrote others. The second chap-
ter concerns the plants and vegetation was composed by Liu Xinzhong . The third chapter re-
ports on wild animals, the part of the bird and beast was written by Yang Jing , Ding Tiem-
ing and Hu Pingxi, Ding Dongshun composed the insect part, Wang Haibin composed the spe-
cial reports on the large canids,small carnivores as well as porcupine ,ferret badger and grass
owl. The fourth chapter focuses on Sika deer surveys, composer are Yan Li (1980), Yang
Jing, Ding Tieming, Hu Pingxi (1987); Tu Xiaobin (1998), Wang Haibin wrote the behavior
ecology. The fifth chapter was composed by Liu Xinzhong , Wang Yesheng and Liu Wuhua
etc. on divisions and management in Tachongling Reserve, the report on hunting condition
was written by Wang Haibin. Wang Yesheng , Yan Wen composed the sixth chapter —devel-
opment plan. The plant list was compiled by Liu Xinzhong and Wu Yinghao, the animal list
was compiled by Hu Pingxi , Yang Jing and Ding Tieming . The whole book was edited inte-
gratedly by Liu Xinzhong . Yan Wen translated.

The scientific investigations in Taohongling Nature Reserve continuously get the firm
supports from Jiangxi Nature Reserve Management Office , Division of Scientific Education ,
Division of Finance and Division of Forestry Policy of Jiangxi Forestry Department, and Jiu-
jiang Forestry Bureau, Pengze Forestry Bureau. The units taking part in the investigations
are Jiangxi Nature Reserve Management Office , East China Institute of Forest Inventory
and Planning ., Ministry of Forestry, Jiangxi Agricultural University, Jiangxi Forestry A-
cademy, Jiangxi Forest Insect Pest Prevention Station, Biology Department of Nanchang U-
niversity and Jiujiang Geology Bureau etc. 42 persons attended the investigations, 17persons
took part in composition. As a result, the accomplishment of this book gathers the efforts
from many aspects, Here we will give sincere thanks to the leaders ,friends, experts and au-
thors whom supported and concerned with the Reserve all the time.

It is the first comprehensive book since establishment, undoubtedly there are some
shortcomings and mistakes in it because of our lack of experience. Aﬁy criticisms and sugges-
tions will be welcome.

Appendix .

Participating explorers of investigation

Cao Zhenwen Chen Qijun Ding Dongsun Ding Tieming Gao Muxi

Gao Yimin Guo Yongjian Han Huiyuan Hu Pingxi Hu Xiakui

Huang Xiaofeng Liu Chuan Lin Jin ILiu Gengshen Liu Xiaohong

Liu Xinzhong Li Xiyin Liu Wuhua Liu Zhiyong Ma Changxin

Shen Guangpu Shi Changjiu  Shi Mingqing Song Yuzan Tian Lanzhi

Tu Xiaobin Wang Yesheng Wang Haibin Wu Guang Wang Yue

Wang Zhiwen Wu Jiandong Wu Jiangtian Wu Yefei Wu Yinghao

Xie Xuexian Yan Li Yan Bingfang Yan Wen Yang Jing

Yao Shanyu Ye Juxin Yu Bin Yu Zhixiong Zhang Jishi

Zhang Yifang Zhu Jianhua Zhu Meiyu Zhou Zhide Zeng Zhijie
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