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UNIT SEVEN

1. Interpreting the Picture

Directions: Read aloud the poem and use it to help you understand the picture. Then work in
pairs to discuss the followiﬁg questions .

1) What is the man in the center of the picture trying to do?

2) Whgt kind of person is he?

3) Are you and the man alike in some ways?

But he with a chuckle replied

That “maybe it couldn’t,” but he would be one
Who wouldn’t say so till he tried.
— Edgar A. Guest
Note:

chuckle / 'tfakl/ n. an act or sound of laughing quietly

(The poem is from The American Anthology by Robert R. Potter, Globe Book Company, Inc,
1983)

2. How Different Are You from Your Parents?

STEP ONE Answer the questionnaire in the following page .
STEP TWO Compare your answers in small groups.

STEP THREE Discuss what the major differences are between your generation and your parents’



generation .

Questionnaire

1) When reading a newspaper, the first column I read is

The f_irst column my parents may read is

2) My favorite pastime is

My parents’ favorite pastime is

3) I would like to choose (e. g. law, medicine, teaching, etc.) as a

profession.

My parents would like me to choose

4) When choosing a job after graduation, I think the most important factor is

My parents think the most important factor is

5) When choosing a future husband or wife, the most important quality I will look for is

The most important quality my parents looked for was

6) The most important thing in my life is

The most important thing in my parents’ life is

7) My biggest dream is

My parents’ biggest dream is

8) My biggest worry is

My parents’ biggest worry is

3. Finding the Joke

Directions: Two different stories are told in the sentences. The sentences are jumbled up.
Find the complete version of each story. Then tell your neighbor one of the
stories , and get him or her to tell you the other.

1) When our oldest son decided to attend his father’s alma mater, West Virginia University in
Morgantown, the family toured the campus.

2) Enjoying the spring semester of our senior year at Harvard, my classmates and I came up with
what we thought were imaginative excuses for not delivering term papers.

3) The dormitories now have air conditioning, he said.

4) He paused, then added, “Just kidding!”

5) On the way home, a traffic accident caused us to stop on a bridge. Seizing the opportunity for
a geography lesson, my husband asked, “Does anyone know what river this is?”
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6) “Actually, I finished the speech early, printed it out and slipped it under your doors three
nights ago. Didn’t you get it?” . '

7) My husband lectured the entire day on how much easier college life would be for our son than
it had been for him.

8) After stepping to the platform to deliver the keynote address, he said, “I’ve labored for days
on the speech you asked me to prepare for tonight, and it’s a masterpiece. Unfortunately, the
printer on my computer is malfunctioning, so I’ll have to give it to you tomorrow or the next
day.” ‘

9) Our son wouldn’t have to walk or hitchhike to classes in bad weather the way he had because
there was now a rapid-transit system.

10) “Probably the one you had to swim across every day,” our son replied.

11) One good-natured professor found a way to turn the tables on us at a year-end dinner for the

senior class.

Notes:

alma mater /,zelma'matta(r)/ n. the school, college, or university which one attended B &

keynote address a speech, given at a convention or.other gathering, that presents important issues,
principles, policies, etc. FEPiE

turn the tables on someone reverse an unfavorable situation, especially by gaining the advantage over an oppo-

nent %% & i ; % MO0 it

The order of the sentences in the first story is: 1),

The order of the sentences in the second story is: 2),




Exercise 1

Amanda

Libby

TODAY’S YOUTH

[1i 1ot |r VEE & 48 A

Girl Scout

literacy administrator

Directions: Listen to the tape and decide whether the statements are true or false. Write “T" for
true and “F” for false.

n_ T

Exercise 2

2y __ |

3) T~

4 __F

Directions: Listen to the interview again and complete the table below. Then compare your an-

swers with your partner’s .

olo

(e,

Why did they get mvolved?

What did they do?

1) They had read about

Last year: ///J U/O'\

% ctvrber/and 'Hecnded H{a 3) They raised money to 7ot
young people punf Al 1t Jr’f one S : rnd
e R ' )
2) They had noticed that the parks in | 4) They /... fee  Aloness

their town _, . .x gy in the sp/ring.
Amanda orn & Jprn “"0 and they knew the Parks | 5) On Make a “Difference Day”, they
Department fetd oy
A /\atf Huwr  Ponef ZI: /‘"'/\117" vnd  Glenequipmen T
Improve  —he This year:
6) They 7, /4 - “for the
other park.
7) Her friend in the local hospital com- | 9) She visited /4 f
plamed that har ad Sepae  ghmp  and asked for only
. 7 h]f/ ~ for t toed new books so that~ (o k  c* 7
Libby 8) She loves to read and thmks g
=7 \/ 10) She _(o/k a P60 _buohs
b Torcm] p = for the hospital.
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Exercise 3

Directions: Discuss in groups the following question .

What can you do to make a difference in your city?
c(mq jﬁhj’gx‘ﬁm? jCh(M ng //djfhjv'\/ﬁlﬁ j}:{h
peet —driven £ 15 #ASE P

e w € “(r\ e PVZKT

r‘\‘

ﬂ
lv\ /( AL s i oo "ty
bright-eyed videogame itld (adj.) reb)ell'lousJ ’abuswe tattoo | baggg ‘
&EV" e bJ‘H;S;v/ . ’2’{‘@] a- 4’#.})'1’3;;
For- Bl ﬂiéh}m'
Exercise 1 W EVE 6.

Directions: Read the information given below first. Then, aZv'&yLo}il'lﬂiosten to the tape, put a tick
in the TRUE column if the information you hear corresponds to the information given
below, or in the FALSE column if it does not. Compare your answers with your

neighbor’s .

Characteristics of Today’s Teens TRUE | FALSE

Today’s teens:
1) have the same values, habits and outlooks as teenagers of earlier genera-

tions;

2) are strongly peer-driven;

3) are more spiritual than their parents; \

4) are more ambitious than teenagers of earlier generations;

5) are more rebellious and more abusive of alcohol or drugs than past teenage \/
generations; =i ’
6) do not have the ability to deal with the problems that confront them. \/

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage again and answer the questions. Then check the answers with

your neighbor .

1) The "!'/Piﬂ’)

2) vicles Jr\m)
3) dhe pletorsh, o cflus A pacteod /7 s Toblp
4) ’[Ll,u-@ +hey  Can W[Ac l/’//'//('#",".r"( ) <The vorl)
ok - , P
5) o N osp 084 En foyp /)/C Z//j_()
T{ /[ UJ J

6
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6) [unf Syt - hese m‘,jm

Exercise 3

Directions: Work in pairs to discuss the following questions.

Do you think the listening passage presents an accurate profile of American teenagers? What is your
impression of American young people?.



