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Inheritance of ethnic culture

1) 38 N 23 SCHH

Communication of civilizations

e IR

Promotion of harmonious world
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International Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Chengdu,China
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Culture Ministry of People's Republic of China

Provincial Government of Sichuan

7K Jp Organizers
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Municipal Government of Chengdu
Cultural Department of Sichuan

The Center of Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection in China

bpJp Co-organizers
JAR T SCAE S

JSCHS T 42 XN BGBURY
Culture Bureau of Chengdu

The Government of Jinniu District in Chengdu

I} 1] The time
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May 23rd - June 10th,2007
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International Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Chengdu,China
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Intangible Cultural Heritage:

RN EF2ERREARMAEEN. SERETEPEXNIERIMUE
IR (MEREGED. TESA. ERMIRMEEE  URSZEXNER. . FIH
mF ) M e=E.,

Intangible cultural heritage refers to the variety of traditional cultural expressions
(such as folk activities, arts of performance, traditional knowledge and craftsmanship,
and the related instruments, objects, handworks etc.) and cultural space, closely

related to the people's life and inherited from generation to generation .

I BRAET B

Intangible cultural heritage includes:
—. RIAIXZ folk literature

. REE X folk music

. EIa£EH folk dance

£33k Bl traditional drama

=1 =

A= folk art forms including ballad singing, story telling,

comic dialogues, clapper talks, cross talks etc.
7. 24 5558, acrobatics and athletics
t. RIEEA folk art
J\. EHRFETIHZ traditional craftsmanship
f.. tEBEZ traditional medicine
+. EfA folk-custom
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I would like to take this opportunity of the International Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chengdu, China and the
Extraordinary Session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, to extend, on
behalf of Chinese government, our warm congratulations and cordial welcomes to our distinguished guests.

China is a country with an ancient civilization. It has not only a large amount of tangible cultural heritages but also rich intangible
cultural heritage. Chinese government pays high attention to the protection of the intangible cultural heritage, which is considered
to be an important part of national culture building. In recent years, China has made considerable progress in safeguarding
intangible cultural heritage with the preliminary establishment of institutions and system for intangible cultural heritage
protection. Anew aspect of the government leading and wide participation of people from all walks of life is taking its shape.

The intangible cultural heritage is an important part of human civilization, containing particular spiritual values, thinking styles,
imagination and cultural awareness of different nations all over the world. With the speeding trend of economic globalization and
modernization, we are confronted with an increasingly enormous challenge in safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage. But
what comforts us is that it has become a common understanding for all the countries in the world to enhance the efforts in
safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage. I believe, holding this Chengdu International Festival of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage is conducive to popularizing the knowledge, strengthening people's awareness and forming a social atmosphere of
safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage as well as promoting the experience exchanges and extensive cooperation between
different countries.

I wish the International Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chengdu, China and the Extraordinary Session of the
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage a great success!

State Councilor Chen Zhlll
20078E5823H
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CHENGDU MANIFESTO

ON THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE
CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Having attended the Chengdu International Forum on the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
from May 23 to 24 during International Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,Chengdu,China and the
first Extraordinary Session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental —committee for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage, more than forty scholars and experts from around the world jointly made the
following manifesto:

Intangible cultural heritage is the memory of mankind, the spiritual source of human creativity, the
crystallization of human wisdom, the vivid reflection of the diversity of world cultures and the
everlasting spiritual homeland for mankind.

With the advance of economic globalization and acceleration of modernization, the cultural ecology
has been undergoing tremendous changes. Accordingly, intangible cultural heritage is confronted
with ever growing shock and many precious forms of intangible cultural heritage are on the verge
of extinction. Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage has become a pressing obligation.

We therefore call upon the international community and governments of all nations to pay adequate
attention to the safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage, promote people’s self-awareness in
this respect and effectively strengthen protective efforts so as to pass down the intangible cultural
heritage from generation to generation.

The Manifesto was adopted on May 24, 2007
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The intangible cultural heritage is the crystallization of human wisdom which vividly reflects the diversity of world
culture. It is an eternal spiritual homeland for human beings. With the leaps and strides of economy globalization and
modernization, cultural ecology is experiencing an upheaval, in which the existence and development of intangible
cultural heritage is facing a challenge and many precious intangible cultural heritages are on the verge of extinction. To
protect human intangible cultural heritage is the common cultural obligation and mission for all nations around the

world.

International Festival of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chengdu, China is the first large -scaled international cultural
festival, aiming at promoting the undertaking of protecting human intangible cultural heritage. After Beijing
International Music Festival, Shanghai International Arts Festival and Wu Qiao International Circus Festival, it is the

fourth international cultural festival on the state level which was officially approved by the State Council.

The International Festival of Intangible Cultural Heritage, Chengdu, China was held from May the 23rd to June the 10th
in 2007, with the vivid theme of “Inheritance of Ethnic Culture/ Communication of Civilizations/ Promotion of
Harmonious World”. It drew an extensive attention and active responses from both international and domestic
communities, inviting to Chengdu 90 items which are included in UNESCO masterpieces of the oral and intangible
heritage of humanity, 518 items selected in the first list of national intangible cultural heritage catalogue and more than
1000 items listed in the intangible cultural heritage of different levels; inviting to Chengdu more than 3000 performers
of'intangible cultural heritage items and representatives from 63 countries, international organizations and international
NGOs; inviting to Chengdu the leaders of PRC Ministries and Commissions, 60 delegations from all over the country
and more than 100 presses and medium. Altogether with millions of citizens and tourists, we publicize, understand and
share the endless glamour of human intangible cultural heritage, seeking a spiritual homeland and promoting the
protection undertaking. The splendid activities and huge crowd of people gathering together, vividly reflect the pursuit
of this festival, i.e., “Grand Gathering for Culture, Festivalfor Peﬁﬁfe‘”'./
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Ew & E Huang Mengfu

(EBMAIERE £EIBKER)
RS LEFAERTE

(Vice-president of CPPCC and chairman of All-
China Federation of Industry and Commerce)
Giving a speech in the opening ceremony and
declaring its opening

FM\ZKIE Sun Jiazheng

(CTILEREBI P EERESRE)

AARA LEEESERKRELZRSHRE
(Minister of Ministry of Culture and chairman of
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles)

Reading State Councilor Chen zhili congratulatory
letter in the opening ceremony

*i%ﬁ Du Qinglin
(FREM)IIEEBIE WIBAKREZSED
R LB

(Secretary of Sichuan Provincial Committee of
CPC and director of Standing Committee of NPC
of Sichuan Province)

Giving a speech in the opening ceremony
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(BAEEHRSUARAXLEERTE)
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(Culture assistant director-general of UNESCO)
Giving a speech in the opening ceremony

Z=Z& 1 Li Chuncheng
(hHW)I|IEEEZ EHZEBIC)
EREl EEEE

(Member of Sichuan Provincial Committee of
CPC and secretary of Chengdu Municipal
Committee)

Giving a speech in the opening ceremony

BT Ge Honglin

(PR BHERBIC REHARBEHR)
TRFER

(Deputy secretary of Chengdu Municipal
Committee and mayor of Chengdu City)
Hosting the opening ceremony
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Opening ceremony of International Festival of Intangible
Cultural Heritage, Chengdu, China



