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About the Artist

Wan Yi was born in Changli, Hebei Province on December 5, 1935. He is skilled in flower —and —bird fine
brushwork. He is now a professor and member of China Artists’ Association. In 1957, Wan Yi entered the Depart-
ment of Dyeing and Fabric, Central Academy of Arts and Design and studied flower —and—bird fine brushwork
under the instruction of Mr. Tian Shiguang. When graduating in 1962, he was assigned as a teacher in Beijing
School of Arts and Design. From 1971 to 1980, Wan Yi was Director of Creation Section and Data Section in the
Corporation of Special Design Industry of Beijing. Since 1982, he has been successively Vice President of the Bei-
jing School of Arts and Design, Vice President and concurrently Dean of Workers’ College af filiated to Beijing
Corporation of Arts and Design, and Vice President and concurrently Secretary of the Joint Party Committee of
the Beijing School of Arts and Design and Workers’ College af filiated to Beijing Corporation Group of Arts and
Design of Beijing. Since 1980, Ke'has besn suzcessively Divector of Biljing Mrsists® Associations Director of Cal-
ligraphy and Painting Research Institute af filiated to China Arts and Crafts Society, and Director of the Beijing

Branch of Arts and Crafts Society af filiated to China Science and Technology Association.
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Preface

The album of flower —and — bird paintings by Mr. Wan Yi is now published, including his finest works
created in the past ten—odd years, some of which participated exhibitions and won prizes. Mr. Wan Yi gradu-
ated in the 60s from the Central Academy of Arts and Design, where he studied flower —and —bird fine brush-
work under the instruction of Mr. Tian Shiguang. In over 30 years of teaching and painting, he never ceased
pursuing the gist of art and gradually formed his own style of painting. As an observant artist, he gets inspira-
tion from various aspects of real life and nature and expresses it with his painting brush. His works inherit Chi-
na’s traditional flower —and —bird fine brushwork and at the same time contain his own characteristics obtained
from years of experience. Under his brush, the flowers, grass, insects, birds, bamboo, stones and vine are a
marvelous combination of reality and art. His works achieve a perfect unity of depicting the nature and express-
ing the thoughts and emotions. Mr. Wan Yi attaches great importance to the life basis of his work and insists
on sketching in the suburbs and the rural areas. Such practices helped him to form a natural style and avoid
rigidity and triteness which are tendencies of flower—and —bird paintings. In applying the painting techniques
such as coloring , wielding the brush, and stippling, Mr. Wan Yi constantly concentrates on a simple and clear
theme, that is, revealing the beauty of the world as it is and expressing healthy and true moods and thoughts.
Only by this way, can the significance of art overpass the artist’s self —entertainment and reach common dispo-
sition. And only through this can the underlying truth in daily life be expressed, thus combining the beautiful
with the good.
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Chronological Table of Works

1974 " Startled Swan in the Wasteland" was selected into Beijing Fine Arts Exhibition.

1977 — 1979 " S preading the Wings in the Wind" was selected into the Exhibition of Landscape, Flower and Bird Paintings, UNESCO’ s Chi-
nese Modern Painting Exhibition and Chinese Modern Painting Ezhibition in Turkey. It was also included in Selected Traditional Chinese Paintings
from Beijing » published by Beijing Press; the first issue of Artist , a Hong Kong magazine; and the third issue o f Fine Arts magazine, published
by Shanghai People’ s Fine Arts Publishing House. The original painting is collected in Beijing Painting Academy.

1979 " Soaring into the Sky" was selected into Beijing Fine Arts Exhibition for the Thirtieth Anniversary of the People’s Republic o f China. In
1984 , this work was included into Selected Flower and Bird Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors, published by Taiwan Art Books
Com pany.

" Flowers and Birds of Four Seasons” was selected into Beijing Exhibition of Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors and the Itiner-
ant Exhibition to Ten Provinces and Municipalities.

1980 " Eagle and S parrow was selected into Beijing Exhibition of Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors, and was introduced in
the eighth issue of Chinese Calligraphy and Painting. In, 1981, it was selected into Hong Kong Haiyue Fine Arts Company’ s Exhibition of Paintings
with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors by Established Artists.

"The Flawless” was selected into the First Exhibition of the Academy of Traditional Chinese Painting, and was included in the Sfirst volume of
Selected Works of the Academy of Traditional Chinese Painting. In 1981, this work was selected into the Invited Exhibition by Guangzi Branch o S
Chinese Artists’ Association. In 1982 it was selected into the Invited Ezhibition by Inner Mongolian Branch of Chinese Artists’ Association. T'he original
painting is collected in the Academy of Traditional Chinese Painting.

"White Bird Soaring into Cloud" was selected into the first session of the Exhibition of Beijing in Tokyo, Japan, and was included in Selected
Traditional Chinese Paintings , published by People’ s Fine Arts Publishing House.

1981 " Pine and Eagle”. was selected into the Fine Arts Exhibition for the Sixtieth Anniversary of Chinese Communist Party. In 1984 ,this work
was selected into Fine Arts Exhibition for the Sixtieth Anniversary of Chinese Communist Party, published by People’ s Fine Arts Publishing House.

" Bird Resting under a Summer Tree" was selected into the Beijing Exhibition of Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors. In 1986 ,
this work was selected into the Visiting Exhibition of Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors to Hong Kong and Singapore, and was in-
cluded in Selected Flower and Bird Paintings of Young and Middle—aged Artists, published by Tianjin Fine Arts Publishing House.

" Color ful Field” and " Autumn W hite with Frost" were selected into the Joint Exhibition of New Year Paintings from Beijing, Tianjin and
Shanzxi, the exhibits of which were published by People’ s Fine Arts Publishing House.

1982 " Morning Sunlight” was selected into Beijing Exhibition of T'raditional Chinese Paintings o, f the ’ 80s, and was selected into the Invited Ex-
hibition by Sichuan Branch of Chinese Artists’ Association. In 1983 ,this work was selected into the Exhibition o f Traditional Chinese Paintings in Japan.
The original painting was collected by Beijing Artists’ Association.

1983 "Golden Bamboo" was selected into Beijing Exhibition of Traditional Chinese*Painting Creation. The original painting was collected by Bei-
jing Artists” Association.

"Worshipping the Phoenix" was selected into Beijing Exhibition of Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors. In 1984 ,this work was
published by People’ s Fine Arts Publishing House.

" Color of the Cloud" was selected into the Sixth National Fine Arts Exhibition. In 1984, this work was published by People’ s Fine Arts Publish-
ing House. In 1994 ,it was selected into the Exhibition of Modern Paintings from China at University of Buffalo in the U. S. A.

" Playing by Winter Melon" was selected into the Memorial Ezxhibition of Modern Chinese Paintings for the Third Centennial Anniversary of Zhu

Da .
1985 " Lingering Charm of Late Autumn' was selected into Beijing Exhibition of Traditional Chinese Painting Creation.
'1987 " Fierce Animals" sa four — piece set of special stamps issued by the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, wom the silver prize o f the

Best Stamps of 1987.

" Playing by Winter Melon" , " Day Lily", " Mountain Flowers Heralding Spring” , " Chinese Hawthorn" , " Lingering Charm of Late
Autumn” » " Morning Song" , " Hyacinth Beans" , " Rock, Peony and Bird" , " Rare Birds by a Stream” , " Message of Spring” , " Heavy Frost" , and
" Singing Crane” were selected into the Joint Exhibition of Flower and Bird Fine Brushwork by Ten Artists, sponsored by China Artists’ Association.
Some of these works were selected into the Beijing Exhibition of Paintings with Exact Delineation and Enriched Colors, and some were selectecl into the
Art Exchange Exhibition to the Netherlands.

1989 " Crossoptilon” , a two— piece set of special stamps, was issued by the Ministry o f Post and Telecommunications.

1990 "Cloud’ s Abode Deep in Bamboo Forest” was selected into the First National Exhibition of Contemporary Paintings with Exact Delineation
and Enriched Colors, and was published in People’ s Daily.

1994 " The Quiet and Beautiful”" was selected into the Eighth National Fine Arts Exhibition.
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