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Shayangnala*

To a Japanese Girl
Xu Zhimo
With that very softness in your bow,
Like the lovely blush of a lily unable to stand the cool breeze.
You did say goodbye. You did say goodbye.

In your voice there was a sweet sadness and sorrow
Shayangnala!

* Shayangnala is the transliteration of the poet’ sP#% 4z from the Japanese
word which means goodbye and whose English spelling is sayonara.
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A Brief Account of the Author’s Life

Liu Zhongde, the author of this volume, was born in an out-of-the-way and
backward village in Huaxian county, Henan Province, 70 li north of the Yellow
River. His village consisted of more than 100 families, but there was not even a single
primary school. Therefore, it was not easy for the youngsters to go to school. All of
his family were illiterate and often got cheated. Then he was determined to study on
‘his own. During the spring festival, when every house would put up antithetical
couplets on both sides of the door, he would ask his neighbours to teach him the
characters on them.

When he was seven years old, an old-style private school was established in the
village and a scholar named Ning was engaged as the teacher. Liu was enrolled as one
of the pupils. He was able to recite The Four Books and The Five Classics fluently
within three years besides learning the three primers including The Three-Charactered
Classic, because he was highly conscious in his study. He recited so quickly and read
so many books in so short a time that he became well-known to all the neighbourhood.

In the summer when he was ten years of age, a teacher named Fu took him to
take part in the entrance examinatiion of the first primary school in Huaxian city and
he barely qualified for admission. However, not long after he entered the school, he
got A’s in all subjects except drawing, handicraft and music. He came out first in his
class in the end-of-term examination.

He returned home when he finished the primary school. Now he was already so
good at writing and reckoning that his parents felt quite satisfied and wouldn’ t let
him go to school any longer. Not until he was fourteen years of age were his parents
persuaded by their co-villager Mr. Zhang Peidao to agree that Zhang’ s friend might
take their son to the Zhongzhou Middle School. At the end-of-term examination, he
won the first place in his class. And after the summer vacation, he was permitted to
skip a grade by the dean of students. He entered himself for the examination of the
Kaifeng Senior Middle School and came out third among all the applicants and was
assigned to study in Class A of the liberal arts department. He gained a scholarship
every term owing to his outstanding school work and excellent conduct. Attracted by
a few short lyrics by Percy Bysshe Shelley(1792-1822), he translated them into
Chinese. His translation was recommended to the school journal by his English
teacher. Although their publication was not worth mentioning, it strengthened his
determaination to enter himself for the entrance examination of the National Peking



University. Henan Provice held the first joint,examination of all the senior school
graduates when he was graduated. He took it and won the first place of class A. The
Henan provincial newspaper reported this news. He entered Beida(Peking University)
in 1934. Before long Dr. Hu Shi, the dean of the liberal arts college, called in the
freshmen for an interview. When it was Liu’s turn, the doctor said to him, “Your
marks in the entrance examination are very good — Chinese 80, English 76,
mathematics 60. I hope you will continue to study hard.” In 1937 the Lugougiao
incident broke out, and Beiping and Tianjin were occupied by the Japanese invaders.
Before their occupation, many of the teachers and students of the three universities
of Beida, Qinghua and Nankai had returned home. With the Pocket Oxford Dictionary
in his pocket, Liu went back home in a roundabout way taking first the Tianjin-Pukou
and then the Lianyungang-Lanzhou railways. Not long after he came back, he
encountered the biggest flood in a century. The flood water was seen everywhere. He
resolutely and determinedly waded through the water to Kaifeng to make inquiries
about Beida. As soon as he arrived in the provincial capital, he heard that Beida,
Qinghua and Nankai resolved that they should join to form the National Changsha
Temporary University in Hunan. He went to Changsha to register. The college of
liberal arts was temporarily housed in a bible school at the White Dragon Pool on
Mount Nanyue (Mt. Hengshan) and began to resume its lectures on November 1.
Nanyue was a very beautiful place for study, yet the situation would not allow you
to enjoy the scenery. The Temporary University had to move to Yunnan to keep
training qualified personnel in fighting against the enemy invasion and reconstructing
the motherland. The university sent an advance party to Kunming to make preparations
in January 1938 and the teachers and students set out for Yunnan in three groups. The
third group, under the name of a wartime organization called the Hunan-Guizhou-
Yunnan Traveling Corps, mainly consisted of boy studerits whose homes were in the
war areas or the enemy-occupied ones. Zhang Zhizhong, the Hunan provincial
governor, appointed lieutenant general Huang Shiyue, a senator in the government,
to be the head of the corps. At the same thime the university engaged three professors
Zeng Zhaolun, Wen Yiduo and Huang Yusheng as counsellors to the corps. Liu also
gladly took part in the march with a view to finishing his last term of higher education.
The members of the corps traveled a total of 3200 li in 68 days, and safely reached
the destination on April 28. The university was ordered by the ministry of education
to change its name into the National South-Western Associated University with Jiang
Menglin, Mei Yiqi and Zhang Boling as the members of standing committee in
charge of the school affairs. The colleges of liberal arts and law were arranged to have
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