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[ Preface )

Helping the world
to learn more about China

With the rapid development of its economy, China is
getting more and more influential in the world. People all over
the world are casting their eyes on this great old nation and their
interest to learn more about China’s past and present is growing.
They want to find out what has been driving this nation to
develop at such a great speed.

Being an old country with 5,000 years of history, China
is an important birthplace of human civilization. The great
inventions of China, such as paper, gunpowder, the compass, the
technology of printing, along with china and silk, have spread
to the world and enhanced the cultural exchange between China
and other nations; the poems, painting, music, dance and drama
created by Chinese people all express their love for nature and
their emphasis on ethics and moral obligations, which constitute
the essence of Chinese culture and art; the rich and colorful
traditional Chinese festivals of various kinds show the passions
and emotions of Chinese nation; the traditional architecture
of China, such as ancient cities, palaces, temples, common
residences and classical gardens, has reflected the Chinese
culture and spirit of different eras in history; and the all-
embracing attitude Chinese people take towards foreign cultures
has further developed and promoted Chinese culture.
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The world needs to know China, while China also needs
to show the world the splendor of its culture. Based on these
needs, Beijing Language and Culture University Press, along
with Viewpoint Culture Communication Co., Ltd, has put
great efforts of 3 years into this large-scale DVD product, 4
Kaleidoscope of Chinese Culture, which gives a comprehensive
introduction on Chinese culture. This DVD series covers the
quintessence of Chinese culture, including Chinese civilization
and art, Chinese customs, Confucianism, Buddhism and
Taoism, different ethnic groups, and famous places of historic
interest and scenic beauty. With brief and vivid commentary,
and clear and beautiful pictures, it brings readers to the core of
Chinese culture in a convenient and direct way. A Kaleidoscope
of Chinese Culture can truly be called a solid multimedia
encyclopedia of Chinese culture.

It is our sincere hope that this product will set you on an
exciting journey of Chinese culture filled with pleasant surprises
and help you to learn more about China.

-

B

President

Beijing Language
and Culture University Press
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Zdi zhonggud, shangguo xué de rén dou hui xi& hanzi; dan bd

£ FEH, ki FHA BN HELE
hanzi xi& hdo k& bu rongyi. Y1 fu pidoliang de zi jiu xiang yi fu
WF5 AR —wEx W7 & — &\
hudr, kan gilai hén méi. Sudyi xié h‘nvu shi yi zhdng yishu.
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Shufd it shi xi€ hdanzl de ylishu. Zhonggud cong gl ddo jin chuguo
PEBMEENFHER. FEH N & 2 4 Hid
hén dud shufdjia, liichudn xidlai daliang zt shuf& zuopin.
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Zhé shl yi bl yi hud xi€é de hén duanzheng de kdisht
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Chinese Calligraphy Z’- 5 g

In China, anyone who
has gone to school can write

characters, but to write them

well is not easy. A beautifully
written piece is just like a beautiful painting. It is an art.

Chinese calligraphy is the art of writing Chinese characters. There
have been many outstanding calligraphers throughout history, who

have left us with many great and valuable pieces of work.
This is the regular script. Every stroke is carefully written.

This is the cursive script. The strokes are connected and they are

very quickly written.

This is the running script. It is somewhere between the regular

script and the cursive script.
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W&i shénme xi€ hanzi zdi Zhonggud nénggdu chéngwéi yi zhdng yishu

N a5 RFE HE g R — M ER
ne? zhé ydu lidng ge yudnyin. Di-yi shi hdnzi ydu gé zhdng jiégdu, bihud
? X H W AN REE. - BENFE H & M 40, 2E
coéng yl bi ddo jishi bi budéng, dulbl qidnglié, butdng zi pdiie zlhé
MW — B L2 A%, e mE, AR 7R As
xidogud wdanqgudn bltdng, zdi yU hdanzi de yisi xidng péihé, jiu hul tixian
MR R AR, B5 NF HERE M RE R & Gl
chl Zhonggudrén shué de  "yijing"  14i.

Ho PFEA UK EET K.

Di-&r shi shufd de zhlydo gongju shi maobi. M&obl de bitéu shi yong
BoRPEMEE TH R BE.BEMNELE A
rourudn de dongwu de mdo zhichéng de. Xi& zi de shihou zhdnshang yantai
FH K W E OHR M. 5 0% #EE WE
mo de mozhi, zai xudnzhl shang shixi€, k& chdnshéng cl, xi, ndng, dan gé
B e B B BSR4 ML, k. % &
zhdng bianhud. Zzhéxié bidnhud, jiu xidng hud hudr yiyang, nénggdu bidoxian
B Zfb.  XEE ARk, BB W EJL—HE, B K
chu shenke de néihan. Zhé jiu shi  shufd  yishU nénggdu gdndong rén de
oWz . X s B 2R B B3 AWK
yuanyin.




Why can writing Chinese characters become an art in China?

There are two reasons for that. Firstly, each Chinese character has a
unique structure which distinguishes it from other characters. Some
characters have scores of strokes; some only have one stroke. As
a result, the combination of different characters produces a totally
different visual effect, which, when coupled with the meaning of the
characters, brings about "yijing" (artistic conception) as called by the

Chinese.

Secondly, the major tool for Chinese calligraphy is the brush,
the tip of which is made of soft animal hair. When writing Chinese
calligraphy, one dips the brush
into the ink in the inkslab first, and
then writes on xuan paper, which
will present a scale of different
effects of thickness of the stroke
and shades of the color. All these

changes, just like painting, can
express deep meaning, and that
is why Chinese calligraphy can
touch so many people.
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Zhe shi Zzhonggudhud. Zhonggudhud de zhlUti changchdang shi

Xy H e e H Al AL, =}

X 2 hEE, rEE K ER OEE R
shanshui yU huanido.

Uk 5 &5,

Zhonggudhud de gongju you bi, mo, zhi, ydan gouchéng,
hEE M TR B . E 4K B W

rénmen tdngchdng chéng tamen wéi "wén fang si bdo". Yonglai hud
M1 EHE R e b 3 B E”. kK E
Zhongguohud de zhi jido xudnzhi. Zhé zhdng zhi, shuTmo réngyi

hEmE o4k o E4R. X A 4K, KE RS
shentdu, néng chdnshéng féngfu de bianhud. Zhéyang de huar yidan
BE, B 4E FEN . XK M E)L—B
xid bl jit bl néng génggdi. Zhe shi yongldi hud Zhonggudhud de
TERA B8 B, X & Hk B HHEHE K
mdobl, zhé shi yongldi hud Zhonggudhud de md hé yongldi mé md
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de yan.
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Chinese Painting

This is a Chinese painting. Its theme is usually

about mountains, rivers, flowers and birds.

The tools for Chinese painting include the brush,
ink, paper and inkslab. People call them "four treasures
of the study". This is the kind of paper used in Chinese
painting, xuan paper. It absorbs ink quickly like a
sponge and gives a rich change of different shades.
Each brush stroke is a definitive move that produces
a portion of the painting that can neither be improved

upon nor corrected. This is the brush used in Chinese
brush painting. This is the ink stick and inkslab.
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Zhonggudhud datishang k&yi fénwéi gongbl hé xidyl lidng zhdng fenggé. "congbl"
hEE O OKMELE AR h T MER WM KUg. T8

de "gong" shi gongzhéng xizhi de yisi, gongbihud yongbi hén xi, hudmidn xingxidng

BT 2 ITE O MAZ RS, TEH HE RHA, H=HE
juti. Xiéyihua yUu gongbihud xiangdul, shi yong féichdng jidnlidn de bimd
Atk .ERE 5 TEEH MY, £ H FEE @WHE M £H

shiwul, shifa gdnging. Xiéyihud zhong zdi shén si, blU zhong xing si.
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Zhé shi gongbihud. Zhé shi xiéyihuad.
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Chinese Painting o

Generally Chinese paintings can be divided into
two styles: "gongbi" (elaborate style) and "xieyi" (free/
liberal style). "Gong" here means careful and elaborate.
In elaborate paintings, the artists use thin lines to paint
very vivid and realistic pictures. In comparison with the
elaborate and meticulous paintings, the execution of free-
style painting is done with simple and bold brush strokes
to express the painter's feelings. It lays more emphasis
on capturing the spirit of the objects rather than their

appearance.

This is an elaborate painting, and this is a piece in
liberal style.
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Nidnhud, jiu shi gud nidn shi zhangtie de huar.

Fu, g2 o F R K R L

Gud nian, y& jido gud Chun Jié, shi Zhonghud minzd zui 16ngzhong
T gk FOWE P RK R BE

de chudntdng jiéri. Zdi chudntdng xisi zhong, xinnidn kudi ddoldi de
M RS WH.E EE B P, BE R Bk W
shihou,  jigjia-huhU dou hui bd fangzi ddsdo de gangan-jingjing de.
g, XX/ P 8 <€ 5 T3/ THeE 1,

zai damén,: chuanghu shang tieshang nidnhud.

ORI &/ b MR FmE,

Zhangti€ nidnhua, " ji hongtudle xiydngyang de xinnidn qﬁén you
KNG FE, BEBHET  FEE M OBE SR X

bidoddle zhlrén giqid ping'an xingfd de xinyudn.
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Nidnhud yi nidn genghudn yi ci, zhangtié hou k& goéng vyl nidn
FH - F OB — X KW E W O — F
xinshdng.
FRE o

Zhonggud nidnhud jibén shang shlyd bdixing de yishu, sécdi yiban
FE O FmE EA B ORT Bl WER A K
bijido xianyan, kudzhdng. Rénmen bd hdokdn de hudmidn, xingfd de“

b . k. AMl € &F B EE. F48 0

shénghud, méihdo de yudnwang dou fangzaile niGnhud shang.
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