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President Hu Jintao consoles locals
in Shengli village of Beichuan county,
Sichuan province, May 16, 2008. Hu
encouraged them to be confident in
overcoming hardships caused by the
disaster.

JuPeng / Xinhua
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Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao stands aside for
rescuers carrying an injured
girl in Qushan town, 2km
from the heavily quake-hit
Beichuan county, Sichuan
province. Wen inspected
the disaster zone on May
14, 2008.

Yao Dawei / Xinhua
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Foreword

Time: 2:28pm. May 12, 2008.

Location: 31.0 degrees north latitude and 103.4 degrees east longitude.

A moment the earth moved; a moment drenched in a torrent of tears; a moment
humans were thwarted by nature — yet the human spirit shone brighter than ever; a
moment etched in time.

The Wenchuan earthquake, measuring 8.0 on the Richter scale, is the biggest
earthquake in New China. The toll was staggering: As of June 30, there were 69,195
people killed, 374,177 injured, 18,403 missing and 1,471,934 evacuated.

Figures attempt to tell the whole story, but they can be cold. Nothing is more vivid
than images. Pictures add an immediacy and a human dimension to a tragedy that
was almost too colossal to be grasped.

And what powerfu! pictures! The nation’s best photojournalists arrived in the quake
zone in the immediate aftermath and used their lenses to record the human suffering
and thé. human triumph in their multitudinous presentations.

it was through their eyes that we got to see a middle-aged man standing atop a pile
of rubblg, face covered with dust and looking dazed, in search of loved ones; an arm
that reathed out from debris, an arm that would never be able to embrace his or her
parents; a teenage boy holding an infusion bottle for his schoolmate who was stuck
between concrete slabs; a boy saluting his soldier rescuers; and, of course, the
young man named Chen Jian whose last hours symbolized both human frailty and
human strength.

It is futile to describe in words what images embody and convey - the powetful
emotions associated with pain, grief and miraculous rescues. But these images also
stand testimony to our own experience as one nation joined in unison in collective
mourning and an unprecedented relief campaign.

As we grieved for the victims and prayed for the survivors, we also cheered for the
rescuers and volunteers who risked their lives to reach out and help those in need.
In countless ordinary and extraordinary acts of altruism and courage, we see the
human spirit prevailing over seemingly insurmountable adversity.

In these pages are preserved many of those moments that have brought us tears
and cheers, the moments that broke our hearts and then warmed our hearts, the
moments that made us shudder and those that made us proud. They are living proof
that disasters cannot crush the self-confidence of the Chinese people, and tomorrow
we will join hands to create a better world.

I salute and thank all those who captured these moments for us.

e

July 1, 2008
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This aerial view shows a quake-triggered landslide in Wenchuan county, Sichuan

province, May 26, 2008. ; %
Liu Haishan / Headquarters of Chinese People's Armed Police Force
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A road leading t@ Wenchuan is blocked by falling rocks on Ma: , 2008.
4 bl Xu Jingxing / Chind Daily
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Gansu province, May 24, 2008, 12 days after the tunnel gpliagse "
Jiao Hongtao / Xi'an Railway Engin



