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FOREWORD

In 1988,Yunnan Science and Technology Publishing House published the book of “LIJIANG
NAX| LOCAL-STYLE DWELLING HOUSES”, which | wrote in 1985. The value of this book lies in the
collection of materials, among which there are a large number of first—hand sketches and photos. In
the aspect of its academic nature, it just has provided a summary, a brief analysis and explanation
of the dwelling house style in the Lijiang area. The idea at that time was to make people aware of the
old town of Lijiang and the local traditional dwelling house style earlier, realize its value, and
strengthen the protection of the local style houses. It should be said that the book has played some
historic role.

After the old town of Lijiang was listed in the world cultural heritage register, two publishing
houses invited me to reprint this book in 1997, | hesitated for a long time. | have determined to
reprint it now so that it can cover the shortage of the information in this respect and play some func—
tion again. After careful consideration, | worked out three basic principles in re—publishing the book.

Firstly, its original appearance and arrangement should be kept, and any new photos will not be
added to make it fuller. For this reason, the photos included in the book must be taken on the spot
before 1985, the original plain and simple passages will also be basically kept in the same manner
in order to distinguish it from a large number of relevant picture collections and works published
later.

Secondly, the book will focus on its referential nature rather than the academic nature. For this
reason, | have changed the format to make the photos and descriptions more closely related to
each other, thus making pictures and sketches more expressive, together with a brief analysis in
plain language. It will come out as a collection of picture for popular appreciation rather than a
piece of advanced theoretical work. For the purpose of making more people realize the value of the
old town and local-style houses, and protect them, the book will orient itself to the average reader
rather than an expert and scholar.

Thirdly, the information of the old town will be reasonably added, but this does not mean to
reprint the original edition. For this reason, the photos and descriptions about the old town and the
corresponding chapter will be added, and the title will be changed into “LIJIANG OLD TOWN AND
NAX| LOCAL-STYLE DWELLING HOUSES”. This is key consideration of the re—publication this
time, and my sincere wish in re—publishing the book. The addition of the photos showing the early



environments and appearances of the old town is out of my hope to keep these beautiful styles and
features. The supplement of the analysis of the characteristics of the old town is meant to understand
its value in protecting the old town and in constructing new town so that fine traditions will be inherit—
ed and developed.

The three basic principles will serve as guidelines for re—publishing and renaming the book,
re—arranging the content, and re—planning the format. On the other hand, these are also the reasons
for keeping its original nature as a reference. The present book is a work incorporating appreciation,
academic nature and practicability into an organic whole. It is based on the materials (the photos
and sketches) that | took and drew in person as early as before 1985, and my understanding in the
last 20 years. It analyses and explains the environmental style and features, the overall characteris—
tics of the old town of Lijiang with brief and plain language, and a material framework of architectural
art of Lijiang Naxi local-style dwelling houses.

There are a lot of picture collections, collected works, literatures about Lijiang published at pre—
sent, but the materials of this book, including the sketches, photos, and illustrations,are all the origi-
nal works of the author.

The re—publication of this book is meant to cherish the memory of Professor Fang Guoyu, Pro-
fessor Wang Huaiqing, and Mr He Wanbao and so on , who have already passed away, and the old—
er generation of experts, scholars, leaders, who have given their comments on the book and Profes—
sor Zhao Menggi who had participated in the work before.
| would like to thank Mr. He Zhigiang, the former provincial governor of Yunnan, who agreed to my
use of his instruction in a letter in 1986, as the epigraph. | would also like to thank Mr. He Zixing, the
secretary of Municipal Committee of the CPC, and mayor of Lijiang municipal, who has written the
preface for the book in person. | am grateful to them for their help and support in my composing this
book, and especially for their enormous contribution in protecting the old town of Lijiang, one of the
world cultural heritages.

Finally, | want to express my gratitude to the editors of the publishing house, without whose
constant supervision, it will be impossible to have this book re—published, and to Mr. Mu Chen, the
expert of Nahsi pictograph, who inscribed the Dongba characters for the book which have added
much beauty to this book.

Zhu Liangwen
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