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" THE TEEN SCENE
B/ EEFEERW

PEER PRESSURE
XaREHE)

ometimes we find ourselves in situations : today. Lei says that her parents are going to
where we do certain things or act in a : be away for the weekend. She also says that
certain way, even if what we are doing feels her brother and his college friends will be at
wrong. A 15-year-old girl called Sue wrote . the party. They will be bringing the alcohol.

§

the following diary entries: : Lei is really excited, she says that this party
: will not be as boring as the others we have
(A b .
JMonday 4 June 2007 . had, because there will be no parents to tell

- us that we shouldn’t be drinking. I am not

. 80 excited about the party anymore. I am

: feeling uncomfortable that Lei’s brother

o : and his friends will be there. They are much
ur Tuesday 5 June 2007 older than us and I have heard stories about
Lily and I were talking to Lei about th party : Ffle parties t:hat‘ they go to; none of the stories

Lei is having a party on Friday. Everyone in
our class has been invited.




are good ones. I also think that we are too
young to be drinking alcohol. Perhaps I
should just stay at home.

j Cj Wednesday 6 June 2007

I told my friends today that I am feeling
uncomfortable about going to Lei’s party.
They wanted to know why, so I told them
it was because of the alcohol. They laughed
at me and told me that I am old-fashioned.
They said that all the cool parties are the

ones where there is alcohol. Lily told me that

it was the right thing to do at parties and that : The music was so loud and there was so

everyone would be drinking. My friends said : much noise that the neighbours called the

that if T didn’t go to the party, I would be the : police! When the police found out that we

: had been drinking alcohol, we were all in a

only one left out.

PR

| Thursday 7 June 2007

I spoke to my boyfriend Lee about the
party today. I thought that at least he would

He said that if that was how I felt, I was not

time for us to start seeing other people. I am
beginning to doubt myself: maybe I am just
being silly.

Lk

__\ Friday 8 June 2007

I thought about it a lot and decided to go

to the party. I did not want to be the only

one in our class not there: Everyone would
laugh at me. I also like Lee a lot, and I do

: not want him to start seeing other girls. As

it turned out, I should have stayed at home.

: lot of trouble because we are too young to

! be doing that. We were all taken down to
the police station, and the police called our
: parents to come and fetch us. My parents

. were angry and I have been grounded for a
understand. He told me that I was being silly. * very long time. Next time I think I will do
: what I feel is right; I will not do what my

the fun person that he thought I was. He said : ¢. 0 o« ay is right

that if I did not go to the party, maybe it was :

WORDg g

entry n (Bick ) —m

alcohol n. b}

uncomfortable adj. REFRREY

left out WimE

ground v. F (&F) 58
RHNE

......................................................



TEENAGE FAME
B

Ben: Good morning, listeners! The theme of
our radio talk show this morning is ‘Teenage :
: I was 16 when I became the youngest player
: to win an international tennis tournament.

I became the youngest player to win the

: French Open at 17 years and four months.

Fame’. I have three people with me this
morning who are going to tell us their life
stories. Minda Lin, let us
start with you. You were a
tennis player.

Minda: That is correct, Ben. I won my first
national tennis tournament at the age of 12.

: Ben: You were obviously a very talented
: player. Lily Wu, you are known as the

world’s best figure skater, but you have
never won an Olympic gold medal.

Lily: That’s right, Ben. By the time I was
16, I had won nine national championships,
five world championships and an Olympic
medal. It is unlucky that I never won an
Olympic gold medal, but I was injured at the
2004 Olympic Games held in Athens.

Ben: I am sorry to hear that, Lily. Ned Hardy
is an actor. Ned is probably best known for
the ‘Larry Otter, Teenage Detective’ films.
He played Larry Otter, but he has done a lot
more acting since then.

Ned: Yes, I have, Ben. But it was Larry
Otter that made me famous. I was the
youngest person ever to win a ‘best actor’
award. I was just 13 then. By the time I was
17, I had starred in seven films and three
stage plays. I am busy working on a new
film at the moment.



Ben: You have been busy! As you were . Ben: Well, listeners, it would seem that to be

all famous at a very young age, what I young and famous is quite difficult. Thank

would like to know now is, what was it like : you all for sharing your stories with us.

growing up famous?

Minda: I had lessons in the morning, all by rvv O l tD BANK ______ y
myself at home. My parents hired a teacher : ! m L

for me that could travel with me to all the o .
tournaments, so I did not miss out on any ;i theme n. F&

are people around me all the time. I did not
get lonely. But I had to have someone with
me at all times, in case someone tried to
kidnap me. I always had people from the
media following me and people asking for
autographs. It would have been nice to be

schooling. All afternoon during the week and : ! talk show HR?% (178) i
all day over the weekends, I practised tennis - ! {OHp et b SRR
with my coach. I was lonely sometimes. Saniaetion s 3
talented adj. BA8Em ‘

. ¢ figure skater HHEBIKIER R i

Lily: It was lonely for me too. I was always championship . P
at the ice rink, practising. I am lucky “ i play 1§ g
though, I have a sister, and so I had someone miss out on o
to talk to. :©  coach . Eoe :
© 1 icerink BB

Ned: I am in the film industry, so there film industry L2
at all times R §

kidnap

.........................................

alone sometimes.



ODD JOBS
;o

ave you ever thought about what you
would like to do after school? Perhaps
one of these rather different jobs will suit you.

CHOCOLATE ENGINEER: You will
spend your time inventing and tasting new
chocolates. You will also be responsible for
making all the chocolates. But beware, you
could get tired of so much chocolate and

may just want to eat a plate of vegetables
. instead.

: FORTUNE COOKIE WRITER: Your
responsibility will be to write the ‘fortunes’
: for the inside of fortune cookies. You
need to enjoy poetry if you are going to be
: successful at this job. Don’t worry, nobody
* will ever find out your name. That way if a

‘fortune’ does not come true, you cannot be
blamed.

PROFESSIONAL WHISTLER: Many
people are hiring whistlers to whistle at
their parties, weddings and other family
gatherings. You do not need any special
training for this job. You just need to be able
to whistle in tune.

ICE DELIVERER: If you think that
delivering 136-kilogram blocks of ice is

a ‘cool’ thing to do, then this job is for

you. You will be delivering ice to hotels

and shops. This job will keep you cool in
summer, but it could get a bit uncomfortable
in winter.

SNAKE MILKER: This involves taking the
poison out of a snake’s fangs (teeth). You
hold the snake over a glass and make it open
its mouth very wide. The poison will then
drip from the back of the fangs into the



coffee tasters p
glass; this is known as milking the snake.
You have to be very brave if you want to try
this.

EYE PAINTER: This is a job for a careful
person as it involves painting false eyes.
Many people lose their eyes in accidents or
because of illnesses. For this reason there is
a lot of work available. It is a difficult job
because the false eye needs to match the real
eye:

GOLF BALL HUNTER: All you need is
scuba gear and a net. You will spend your
day diving into waterholes at different

golf courses to hunt for lost golf balls. You beware v. AR
could be picking up as many as 5,000 balls : get tired of Xfeeeo JRART
a day. Many golfers are willing to buy used : i fortune cookie (%) €5, Fzihz

(—FhehGE, WE

golf balls and you could be making a lot of
K& LEEWMUESN

money.

% 4
-.------.-..-----.-....--.-.--...-.....V e

MR S AR EIE)
TASTER: Food companies need people to Elc;ent]r: : gz
taste the products that they are making. This whistler - TSI oPN
is so that no bad-tasting food is put onto the in tune 298
supermarket shelves. All tasters do all day : i deliver v. TRi%
is take small bites of food or small sips of involve v. R
drinks. They make notes of what tastes good : drip v AT
and what tastes bad. It is not a job for those : : available S E S :
who would like to stay thin. i BRTKT IR '
waterhole n. HE :
BR {
CLOCK CLEANER: Every day you will be : | gf:f e T}:?’fzﬂ%) :
climbing to the top of the clock towers in the ©© height & =
city. Your responsibilities will be to oil, wind : {EEEEE

and repair the clocks. This is not a job for
someone who is afraid of heights.



EXERCISES

PASSAGE 1

1. Decide whether the following statements are :

true (T) or false (F).
1) Lei says that the party she is having will not be

2) Sue doesn’t want to go to the party simply
because she feels uncomfortable about Lei’s

brother and his friends being there. (650

3) Sue’s boyfriend Lee said Sue shouldn't take part in the
party because he didn’t want her to see other boys.

2. Read the passage again and then choose the
best answer.

1) What does the word ‘old-fashioned’ mean in the
sentence “They laughed at me and told me that | am
old-fashioned”?

A. quite strange B. too careful
C. not popular D. unusual
2) What does the word ‘cool’ mean in the sentence “They

said that all the cool parties are the ones where there is

alcohol”?
A FHY B. B& 1Y
C. A8 D. FAA HY

PASSAGE 2

true (T) or false (F).

1) Minda won the French Open when she was 17 years

2) Lily had won an Olympic gold medal by the time she
was 16. (
3) Ned won a ‘best actor award at the age of 12. (

2. Read the passage again and then choose the
best answer.

1) What does the word ‘star’ mean in “By the time
| was 17, | had starred in seven films and three
stage plays”?

A. AfFSETER B. B{EF 5
C. RILH A D. HE

( ). pASSAGE 3

5
)

: 2) It seems that to be young and famous is quite

difficult because a person should ¥
A. be talented B. be lonely most of the time
C. practise a lot D. both A and C

3) In the film industry, a film star doesn’t feel as
exciting without alcohol. SRS

lonely as a tennis player because he
A. always has someone with him

B. doesn’t practise hard

C. has many more fans

D. is much more famous

Read the passage again and then choose the
. best answer.

1. If a person is good at poetry, what kind of job suits

him best?

A. Taster.

B. Fortune cookie writer.
C. Professional whistler.
D. Chocolate engineer.

. 2. If you want to stay thin, you may avoid choosing

working as a(n)
A. taster
C. eye painter

B. fortune cookie writer
D. ice deliverer

3. If you are afraid of heights, you’d better not choose
1. Decide whether the following statements are :

the job as a(n)
A. snake milker
C. golf ball hunter

B. ice deliverer
D. clock cleaner

and five months old. " 4. Which of the following jobs is more like an

entertainer?

A. Fortune cookie writer.
B. Professional whistler.
C. Golf ball hunter.

D. Snake milker.

5. Which of the following jobs needs a very brave

person to do?
A. Clock cleaner. B. Taster.
C. Professional whistler. D. Snake milker.



