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Introduction

Chaozhou City is situated at latitude 23°27'N to 23°53'N and
longitude 116°15'E to 116°35'E. Lying on the Chaoshan Plain in
southern China, Chaozhou City is a harbour city on the eastern coast
of Guangdong Province. It borders Zhao'an and Pinghe counties of
Fujian Province to the east, Jiedong County of Jieyang City to the
west, Fengshun and Dabu counties of Meizhou City to the north
and Shantou City to the south, verging on the South China Sea. The
urban district of Chaozhou is 40km from the sea. It covers an area of
3613.9km?2 with a population of 2.5 million.

Topographically the northern part of Chaozhou is at high
elevation while that of the south is low, with the Han River Delta
tilted gradually upward to the mountains. The peak of the mighty
Fenghuang Mountain in northern Chaozhou, the Niaobin Peak, is at an
elevation of 1497m and is the highest one in eastern Guangdong. The
Han River flows from the northwestern to the southeastern part of the

city, fertilizing the plain along its bank.
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Chaozhou enjoys a subtropical oceanic monsoon climate, with abundant rainfall
and warm weather. Temperature ranges from -0.5°C to 39.6°C, with an annual average
of 21.4°C. The average annual rainfall is 1168.3mm, occurring mostly between April
and June. The southern part of the territory is affected by typhoons in the summer and
fall. A north wind prevails in the winter whereas a southeasterly wind blows in the
spring, summer and fall.

Since the Jin Dynasty (AD 413), Chaozhou has once been the seat of county,
state, municipality, prefecture and the city, and hence the political, economic and
cultural centre of eastern Guangdong. From the Jin and Tang dynasties onwards,
Chaozhou has been the birthplace of many well-known scholars and has been
visited by ten chancellors. As a great number of the Han people from northern China
migrated southward, advanced architectural technology and culture were brought into
Chaozhou. Even today, the dialects, customs and architectural styles which originated
in ancient China have remained well preserved and extended. As a consequence,
Chaozhou has been widely regarded as " the window to classic Chinese culture from

the North ".
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Part One
The origin and development of Chaozhou's ancient
architecture

There were human habitats in Chaozhou as early as the
Neolithic Age over five or six thousand years ago. Prior to the Qin
Dynasty, the natives of Chaozhou were the minority people. The Han
people came into Chaozhou from northern China at a later stage.
Chaozhou gradually grew from a frontier town to a "famous state
in Lingnan". Inheriting the fine tradition of Chinese and infused
with the wisdom and creativity of the Chaozhou people, Chaozhou's
ancient architecture has become an important component of Chinese
traditional architecture. Blended with the local characteristics in
geography, culture, history and customs, the ancient Chaozhou
architecture has developed its own unique features. The evolution
of the ancient Chaozhou architecture could be classified into three
phases:
1.The Pre-Tang dynasties architecture

Chaozhou's architecture at this time was developed primarily
on the basis of its indigenous culture, but had also been influenced
by the culture of the Central Plain. One example is the Guishan ruins
of the Han Dynasty in Chenghai, which is a large building cluster
occupying an area of 20000m°. As observed from the excavated
building foundation, there were terrace houses, round stone-walled
buildings, san-he-yuan-styled and rectangular buildings, etc. Bricks,
eaves tiles, lath tiles, cylindrical tiles were also unearthed. These
archeological discoveries indicated that the architectural technology of
the Han Dynasty and the architectural culture of the Central Plain had
spread to eastern Guangdong. The san-he-yuan-styled development of
Chaozhou's dwellings at the later stage. It is now difficult to see the

real remaining structure of the buildings in the Jin Dynasty. However,



a timber dwelling found in Jiudushan in Xinheng Town of Jieyang

proved that the architectural style, materials and workmanship were

close to the standards found in the North. This south sitting (north A
facing) square house was 7.5m wide and 3.5m high. Timber was used Jlllll
.
to build walls. The ceiling was covered with planks and clay. j)ﬁ[
2.The Tang and Song dynasties architecture

In the Tang Dynasty, when the Central Plain became highly

civilized, most parts of Chaozhou were still relatively undeveloped.
Therefore, many délamtcd officers were exiled here. For example, 7

R AR Han Yu, Zhang Yuansu, Tang Lin, Chang Huaide, Lu Yi, Li Gao, and
Chang Gun were once exiled in Chaozhou and had brought with them ﬂ{

some etiquette and customs from the north. By the mid-Tang Dynasty,
Chaozhou's architecture had already enjoyed rapid development
with the completion of the magnificent Kaiyuan Temple during this
time (AD 738). A series of wars broke out later in the Central Plain,
ranging from the An Shi Rebellion to the invasion of the Mongols
in the Southern Song Dynasty. The Central Plain and the Jiangnan
Region were devastated. By contrast, the relatively stable environment
of the Lingnan Region attracted a great number of the Han people.
Not only did the regular people, but also some high-ranking officials
and their descendants migrated southward. They brought with them

the culture and advanced technology of the Central Plain, boosting the

development of Chaozhou's architectural industry. Other industries

like the ceramic industry grew rapidly too. The Tang kiln-sites

distributed in the northern part of the ancient city produced lustrous
and aesthetic domestic ceramics and artistic ceramics, as well as high-
quality construction materials.

The population of Chaozhou increased rapidly in the Song

Dynasty. It grew dramatically from 10,324 households in the

Yuanhe period of the Tang Dynasty to 74,682 households in the




Yuanfeng period in the Northern Song Dynasty. It reached 135,998
households in the Chunyou period of the Southern Song Dynasty. As
the population boomed, Chaozhou's economy and culture developed
rapidly, so did its urban development.

In the Song Dynasty, the ceramic industry became unprecedentedly
prosperous. The kilns stretched for 4 Li (2 km) along Bijia Mountains
and became known as the "Hundred-kiln Village" The ceramics

produced were exported overseas. Thus Chaozhou gained the reputation

as "the ceramic capital of Guangdong in the Song Dynasty" .Urban

development was also prosperous. Zheng Shen built the city wall isp NUNDE 3507
which surrounded the inner city. Wang Han hacked Jin Mountains R N e
M - % RIS ¢ i
while Lin Biao re-dredged the West Lake, so as to extend the beautiful /AN “‘:k) K ¥ '
) ) g o BE bl

natural sceneries. Zeng Wang built the kangji Bridge; Chen Yaozuo 7 ><—\/~\\2§“M\\51\ \x.\ A
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built the Hanwengong Memorial Temple; Xu Jue built the Mansion of [ 7. A ‘\_?\_\/:W—U %P\C\ 1 P
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Xu, the Imperial son-in-law. Moreover, public facilities like Hanshan
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College and Yuangong College were built. Temples, clan halls, i ‘ @g%%%} MX\O
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mansions, dwellings, bridges, pagodas, etc were built throughout the
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3.The Ming and Qing dynasties to the Modern Age

During the Yuan Dynasty, the ravage of war delayed Chaozhou's
development. Yet it revitalized in the Ming Dynasty. In the early Hongwu
period, Yu Liangfu, the commander, built the stone city wall. There were
seven gates around the city, namely Guangji, Zhumu, Shangshui, Xiashui,
An'ding, the South and the North. The Guangji Gate Tower was the most
magnificent. Wang Yuan and Tan Lun further built the Guangji Bridge,
forming the unique scene of "twenty-four towers with eighteen shuttle
boats". Chaozhou throve with the refurbishment of Fenghuang Island, the
construction of the Fenghuang Terrace and the Fenghuang Pagoda. Setting
up stone memorial arches on the main street of the city made the Chaozhou
Prefecture more prosperous. By this time, Chaozhou's architecture had
formed its own style, radiating in the Chinese architectural culture. By the
Qing Dynasty, the ancient city of Chaozhou had fixed its spatial structure
(North for nobility; South for prosperity; East for fortune and West-for
man). The structure was orderly and well conceived. Dwellings with local
characteristics were built in stretch. The memorial arches running through
Taiping Road were reconstructed. Along the 1600m long street there were
more than forty stone memorial arches, forming a rare streetscape in the
country. On the whole, the Jin Mountains, Hulu Mountains, and Bijia
Mountains stood like barriers for protection, while the distributaries of the
Han River radiated outwards, making a magnificent landscape painting.

Bordered on Southeast Asia, transnational business activities were
active in Chaozhao. Chaozhao people who started their business overseas
often returned and built Houses, bringing in the foreign architectural
culture. From the late Qing to the Republic period. foreign construction
materials and styles were introduced into Chaozhou. Many dwellers used
cement, glass and enamel bricks. Some adopted the styles of Western
arches and Roman pillars. A lot of decorations of the windows and doors
were inlaid with porcelain and gypsum. The floor was made of mosaic.
Some of the wall paintings incorporated Western drawing techniques.

Foreign-styled buildings were built behind the existing traditional

KR8 R 17 1H 5

buildings. The arcades along the streets in the
ancient city reflected a breakthrough from the
traditional architectural style, leading Chaozhou's

architecture to reach a new horizon.
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Part Two
The achievement and characteristics of Chaozhou's
ancient architecture

Chaozhou's architecture has been under the influence of the
southward-moving culture of the Central Plain. Blended with its
neighboring cultures of Guangdong, Fujian, and Hakka and built upon
its natural, economic and human traditions, Chaozhou's architecture
has its own distinctive style. Neither is it as noble and resplendent as
that in northern China, nor is it like the superior and pure Jiangnan
style. Chaozhou's dwellings, in particular, are a wonderful piece
of work in China's architectural history. Many pieces of delicate
work have been preserved to date. Examples include the Kaiyuan
Temple built in the Tang Dynasty (AD 738), the Guangji Bridge-the
first movable bridge in the world-which was built in the Southern
Song Dynasty (AD 1171), the rare Mansion of Xu, the Imperial son-
in-law, built in the Northern Song Dynasty (AD 1064-1067), the
Yiluehuanggong Temple with splendid wood carvings, which has
been listed as a Key National Cultural Heritage, the Congxi Public
Hall with extraordinary stone carvings, the biggest Tulou in Ba
Gua shape built in the late Ming Dynasty, etc. These buildings have
received recognition from experts. When Mr. Wang Chaowen, the
chairman of the Chinese Society of Aesthetics and the leading scholar
in art theories visited Chaoshan in the 1990s, he highly praised the
dwellings there, "I originally thought the dwellings of Huizhou were
the best. I have never-expected that those in Chaoshan are actually

even more distinctive."
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