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Preface

With the advent of the 50 anniversary of the People’s Republic of China, the book Petroleum
Exploration in China will soon be published. The book completely and systematically summa-
rizes the great achievements reached after going through a hard and twisty road under the Chi-
nese complicated geological conditions during more than half a century. The achievements
changed China from an oil poor country (annually producing only 120, 000 tons in 1949) into
one of the major oil producers in the world (annually producing 160 million tons currently) .
This has been accepted worldwide and was highly appreciated by foreign colleagues.

The book summarizes and reviews the hard but brilliant exploration history and very rich and
vivid experiences achieved in a historical view, in which the typical cases of exploration in vari-
ous sedimentary basins and both the positive and negative experiences arising from the explo-
ration are described and analyzed in detail. The book is worth being used for reference and sure-
ly is a rare literature that must be useful for guiding the future exploration practice.

After the putting forward of the nonmarine oil origin theory in 1940s by Chinese old generation
geologists, several oil/gas fields were subsequently discovered in western China, among which
the Laojunmiao oil field was put into production under the very hard conditions of early Anti-
Japanese war. This established a basis for Chinese modern petroleum industry. Since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, four significant progresses have been made in Chi-
nese petroleum industry. The first is the strategic transfer from West China to the East China,
during which China discovered its largest oil field — Daqing Qilfield, which indicates that the
nonmarine sediments can not only generate oil but also be capable of forming giant oil field.
The second progress is the breakthrough of the Bohai Bay basin, from which a profound theory
on composite oil/gas accumulative zones was proposed through exploration practice in the com-
plex faulted basin. By 1978, Chinese crude oil output had exceeded 100 million tons per year.
The third progress was made after implementation of the reform and opening policy in late
1970s, when the eastern offshore areas were opened for cooperative exploration and production
with foreign oil companies. Up to now, considerable oil and gas producing capabilities have
been established in the offshore areas. The fourth progress was made in late 1980s, when not
only the sedimentary basins in the Eastern China continued to be strongly explored, but the
large-scaled sedimentary basins in Western China were also enhanced with exploration under the
guidance of the policy of “Stablizing the East and Developing the West” . Since then, signifi~
cant achievements have been reached in all the basins of western China including Tarim, Or-
dos, Junggar, Sichuan, Turpan-Hami and Qinghai etc. , making the annual crude oil output of
-3



the basins increasing from 9.64 million tons into 21.43 million tons. It should be especially
noted that the natural gas reserve of China has been greatly increased, and the theories on ma-
rine origin oil, coal origin oil, low maturity cil, low permeability and fracture reservoirs are all
improved. By recalling the past, I deeply feel that the achievements are not easy to have been
reached. They are results of the joint efforts of all the members of the petroleum industry under
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party during over a half century. As an old fighter in
the petroleum industry, I recalled the past events with deep feeling after reading the book.

In the future socialist modermization construction of China, there still exists a gap between the
crude oil production and oil demand. As a result, further greater efforts have to be made to en-
hance the domestic oil exploration for reaching more new reserves and for further increasing the
potential of the old oil fields. Moreover, the overseas strategy has also to be paid with sufficient
attention for reaching more oil supply to ensure sustainable development of the petroleum indus-
try and to meet the demand of the country’s construction and growth of the people’s living lev-
el. This is our unshirkable duty as a member of the petroleum industry. As the book will soon
be published, 1’d like to encourage each other with our colleagues and together devote the book
to the 50" anniversary of the People’s Republic of China.

Tang Ke
Minister of the former Petroleum Industry Ministry
of the People's Republic of China

Feb. 1999
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