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Hearing a car outside, Barbara turned off the TV. Her heart was pounding. She’d

been listening to the late—night local news about a hit—and—run fatality on Cooper’s
Hill. Police were hunting the driver responsible. A police spokesman had said. “Judg-
ing by skidmarks at the scene, whoever it was took the unsighted bend on Cooper’s
Hill at speed.” '

As Mike’s footsteps tapped up the drive, Barbara tightened her robe and turned
to look at her face in the mirror. She was hoping for the calm, non—committal look. It
was a Friday night. He often rolled home after last orders on Fridays, the worse for
wear.

His key scratched at the front door. She heard him shuffle uncertainly across the
entrance hall and then he appeared in the television room.

“All right, my love?” he asked in a camp Bruce Forsyth voice, blowing her a
kiss. He collapsed on the sofa and added balefully. “No need to give me the thin—
lipped and beetle—brewed treatment. You know I have to endure trial by pint,” he
grunted. “The blokes expect it. I can’t be seen to be too high and mighty to share a
drink at the end of a working week.”

“I know that.” she said.

Mike ran his own business installing central heating systems. Work came first,
second and last for him. He didn’t like alcohol much and wasn’t good at holding it.
But anything to keep in with the lads, the backbone of his company. Mike was dedi—
cated to his work and he was, as they say, a self-made man with all the trapping of
wealth.

“I wouldn’t say no to a black coffee,” he sighed.
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think.

Her hands shook as she filled the coffee filter machine. She thought of his car, its
engine probably still warm, squatting silently in the garage. Would there be a telltale
dent on one side? She should check, be really sure before she thought the worst.

She tiptoed out of the back door, leaving the kettle boiling.

She’d never taken it out alone. Over the years, she’d convinced him that this
was fine by her—that she didn’t want sole custody of such a valuable piece of metal.
She had her own little convertible and she was content with that. Then she felt it. Her
fingers traced a deep dent on the left bumper.

She walked back to the kitchen in a daze. The coffee was ready and she poured
out two cups and then put them on a tray.

Mike stumbled into the kitchen. He slipped his arms around her and nuzzled her
neck. “Sorry, babe,” hé hiccuped. “Dunno why I go out with those apes when I’ ve
got you waiting back here. Remember how it used to be?”

She remembered only too well. They hadn’t been able to keep their hands off
each other. She’d never met a man like him. Her previous boyfriends had been safe,
secure types—not exactly dull, but none of them had ever been destined to set the
world on fire.

Mike was so different—confident, assertive, showing her off in his flash car. He
took her to expensive restaurants and on holidays in the sun. She lived the high life
and loved every minute of it. By the time she saw his flipside, it was too late. They
were married.

None of her friends knew what it was like living with a workaholic’.

She was reminded of all this and more as he went on kissing her neck, mingling

sweet nothings with the beer fumes. She’d become too passive and comfortable.




