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Ever since he was a kid, Larry Walters had
wanted to ﬂy But things didn't work out for him. His poor eyesight *,

disqualified him from being a pilot. Instead, Walters became a truck driver. Still, he never
gave up his dream of flying. At last, at the age of 33, he decided he could wait no longer.
He was going to do something no one had ever done before. He would fly through the
skies sitting in his lawn chair!

Lawn chairs, of course, are not meant to fly. That didn't bother Larry Walters. He
had a plan to make one fly. He gathered 45 weather balloons and attached them to his
chair. He intended to fill them with helium, a gas lighter than air. The balloons would
then lift him—and his chair—up, up and away. Walters hoped to make it a few hundred
feet into the air. He figured that he would float with the wind for a while before coming
back to earth.

Walters set his launch date for July 2, 1982. His launch site was a backyard in San
Pedro, California. At first, everything went as planned. Walters tied the balloons to the
chair. Then friends held the chair down with ropes while he filled the balloons with
helium.

Walters had no training in ballooning. Still, he knew enough to be prepared. He took
a parachute with him. He also brought along a CB radio, some water, and a camera.
Finally, Walters brought a BB gun. He figured that way he could pop some of the
balloons when he was ready to land.

When Walters gave the signal, his friends dropped the ropes. The chair lifted off,
with Walters sitting in it. But the balloons worked all too well. The chair shot straight up.
The jolt knocked Walters's glasses off. "It kind of startled me when it let go," he later
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said.

Walters had hoped to get a few hundred feet off the ground. Soon, however, he was
at 16,000 feet! He was flying high enough to be spotted by airline pilots. At that height,
the air was freezing. Walters was wearing only a light jacket. Before he knew it, he was
growing numb from the cold. He was also getting scared. The fun was over. Now all he
thought about was how to get down safely.

Walters sent out a Mayday message over his CB radio. Then he used his BB gun to
pop a few of the balloons. To his great relief, the chair started to come down. But there
was still his landing to worry about.

Luckily, Walters did land in one piece. His lawn chair hit some power lines on the
way down. That knocked out electricity in the area for 20 minutes. Yet somehow Walters
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walked away without a scratch. Except for a case of sunburn, he was unhurt. Later,
Walters was asked why he did it. "It was something I had to do," he said. "I had this
dream for 20 years. If T hadn't done it, I would have ended up in a funny farm."

Some people wondered if he planned to do it again. "I'm staying right on the ground,
"he answered when asked. "It was a one-shot deal. You couldn't pay me a million dollars
to do it again."

Many people laughed at Walters's stunt. TV shows had him on to talk about his
flight. A few people even called him a hero. Others were not so amused. Officials in
charge of air safety were downright angry. The flying chair could have disrupted planes
taking off and landing. That could have caused a tragic accident. Still, these officials
didn't know quite what to do with Walters. "I he had a pilot's license, we'd suspend that,"
said one. "But he doesn't." Even so, they were sure he had broken some part of the law.
"And as soon as we decide which part it is, some type of charge will be filed."

In the end, Walters paid a $1,500 fine. Air-safety officials said he had flown an
unlicensed "aircraft." Also, they said he had flown too close to an airport. Larry Walters
did, however, win recognition for his stunt. His flight earned him top prize from the
Bonehead Club of Dallas.

Reading Time: Lesson 1

Minutes
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M-Main Idea B-Too Broad N-Too Narrow
1. Larry Walters always wanted to fly. [This statement is true, but it is too broad.

The story focuses on Walters's flight in a lawn chair.]
~ 2. Larry Walters flew to 16,000 feet in a lawn chair, angering air-safety officials.
[This statement is true, but it is too narrow. It only gives a few of the details from
the story.]
3. Larry Walters received a lot of attention from airline officials and the media
when he realized his lifelong dream to fly by tying helium balloons to a lawn
chair. [This statement is the main idea. It tells you what the selection is about.]

B aucsis

FXHHATIRICET 0?7 EHERBNER.
1. Larry Walters didn't become a pilot because
a. he was afraid of heights. b. his eyesight was not good enough.

|s)jpD 2s0D

c. he was not smart enough.
2. The balloons tied to his chair carried Walters
a. much higher than he expected.  b. into the flight path of an airplane.
c. above the clouds. .
3. On his flight, Walters didn'tuse
a. his BB gun. b. his parachute. ¢. his CB radio.
4. When people heard about Walters's flight,

a. they were angry. b. they were amused. c. reactions were mixed.
5. Air-safety officials ‘
a. fined Walters for his stunt. b. suspended Walters's pilot's license.

c. flew an unlicensed aircraft.
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C-Correct Inference F-Faulty Inference

1. There are stricter eyesight requirements for pilots than for truck drivers. [This is
a correct inference. You are told that Walters's eyesight was not good enough to
be a pilot. He is a truck driver, so you can infer that the requirements are not as
strict.]

2. Larry Walters didn't know how much helium it would take to lift a lawn chair
into the air. [This is a correct inference. You are told that Walters hoped to make
it a few hundred feet in the air, yet he ended up 16,000 feet in the air.]

3. Walters's parachute didn't work. [This is a faulty inference. The article does not
say whether Walters tried to use his parachute.]

4. Walters did his stunt so that he could get on TV. [This is a faulty inference.
Although Walters did get on TV, the article states that he did his stunt because
he had always wanted to fly.]

5. Walters had never flown in a plane. [This is a faulty inference. You can infer that
Walters never piloted a plane, but the article does not state whether he ever rode

in a plane.]

@ W SUB (B4 =25 73, IEBAED] C=3 4, IEMEW] 0=2 %)

‘S P RENEERBEIESERN—DI,
(C=ERME O= ERHERIEFAHER )
C-Closest O-Opposite or Nearly Opposite
1. His poor eyesight disqualified him from being a pilot.
_a. allowed _b. discouraged __ c. prevented
2. Before he knew it, he was growing numb from the cold.
_a. without feeling ~ b. sensitive ~ c.tired
3. That could have caused a tragic accident.
a. big b. terrible __ c.minor
4. "If he had a pilot's license, we'd suspend that."
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~ a.take ~ b. let him keep ___c. discontinue
5. "It kind of startled me when it let go."
~_a. hurt ~_b. surprised - c.calmed

@ BIEECEMMREE )
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1. The main purpose of the first paragraphisto
a. introduce Larry Walters.
b. give the authors' opinion of Larry Walters.
c. explain the motivation for Larry Walters's flight.
2. What do the authors imply by saying, "Yet somehow Walters walked away without a
scratch"?
a. It is surprising that Larry Walters was not scratched by trees as he came down.
b. It is surprising that Larry Walters was not hurt as he came down.
c. It is surprising that Walters could walk after he landed.
3. What is the authors' purpose in writing "Up, Up, and Away"?
a. to entertain the reader
b. to express an opinion about Larry Walters
c. to persuade the reader not to fly in a lawn chair

%! R (AR )
RERTHRTIIEE,

1. Complete the following one-sentence summary of the article using the lettered phrases

“_ﬂ/DQ 250)9)

from the phrase bank below.

Phrase Bank

a. a description of what happened after the flight

b. what happened when the lawn chair was launched
c. an explanation of how he prepared for his flight

The article about Larry Walters begins with , goes on to explain , and
endswith

2. Reread paragraph 6 in the article. Below, write a summary of the paragraph in no more
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than 25 words.
[Explain the main ideas in paragraph 6.]

Reread your summary and decide whether it covers the important ideas in the
paragraph. Next, decide how to shorten the summary to 15 words or less without
leaving out any essential information. Write this summary below.

[Explain the main ideas in fewer words.]

3. Read the statement from the article below. Then read the paraphrase of that
statement. Choose the reason that best tells why the paraphrase does not say
the same thing as the statement.

Statement: "The flying chair could have disrupted planes taking off and landing."

Paraphrase: The flying chair got in the way of planes trying to take off and land.

a. Paraphrase says too much.

b. Paraphrase doesn't say enough.

c. Paraphrase doesn't agree with the statement from the article. [The paraphrase states
that the chair did get in the way of planes taking off and landing, but the statement
only states that that was a possiility.]

%% ZHEPE AR )
EHEBER,

1. Which of the following statements from the article is an opinion rather than a fact?

a. "The jolt knocked off Walters's glasses."
b. "They were sure he had broken some part of the law."
c. "His flight earned him top prize from the Bonehead Club of Dallas."
2. From the article, you can predict that
a. many people wanted to fly in lawn chairs after seeing Walters's stunt.
b. Larry Walters did not fly in a lawn chair again.
c. Larry Walters never flew again.
3. What did you have to do to answer question 2?
a. draw a conclusion (a sensible statement based on the text and your experience)
b. find a purpose (why something is done)

8 > ~___ I == —



c. make a prediction (a decision on what is likely to happen based on information in
the article)
4. What was the effect of popping a few of the balloons with a BB gun?
a. The electricity was knocked out in the area for 20 minutes.
b. The chair started to come down.
c. Walters landed in one piece.
5. Of the following theme categories, which would this story fit into?
a. flying machines b. fact is stranger than fiction

C. courageous acts

I can't believe . . . [Write something you found hard to believe while reading

the article.]

A word or phrase in the article that I do not understand is

[Write a word or phrase in the article that you did not understand.]

f;_‘s‘//nj 250/7)
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