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Should We Blow
Up the Moon?

Buzz Aldrin stands next to the American flag that the Apollo 11 landing crew placed on the moon in July
1969. If youre set on visiting the moon, perhaps you'd better hurry. If Professor Alexander Abian has his

way, the moon won’t be around much longer.



Most people like the moon just the way it is. They

write poems about it. They sing love songs to it. They hold hands under
it. But Alexander Abian has a scheme that would change all that. He wants to blow up the
moon!

Abian is a mathematics professor at Iowa State University. He has a bold plan. First
he wants to send some astronauts to the moon. They would drill a huge hole in the moon's
surface. Into this hole they would tuck some nuclear bombs. After the astronauts are
safely out of the way, someone back on Earth would push a remote control button. One
second later, the moon would be blown to bits.

Why does Abian want to do this? He thinks it would improve the earth's weather.
With the moon out of the way, he says, there would be no more blizzards in the Rocky
Mountains. There would be no killer typhoons in Asia. Summer heat waves in New York
City would end. So, too, would droughts in Africa. Not only would bad things end, but
good things would start. According to Abian, the deserts and arctic regions would bloom.
After we blow up the moon, says the professor, we would have pleasant weather all year
long.

What does the moon have to do with snowstorms in Denver or floods in
Bangladesh? Plenty, says Abian. The moon's gravity pulls on the earth. That tug keeps the
earth tilted at a 23'.-degree angle. And that's the problem. It is this tilt that gives us our
seasons. The side of the earth tilted toward the sun has summer and sweltering weather.
The side tilted away from the sun has winter and chilling cold.

Now suppose we blow up the moon. According to Abian, the earth would then lose
its 23"-degree tilt. The amount of sunlight would no longer change with the seasons. It

33(43_!.’)5‘ PJ!Z’/\/\

would be the same all year long. "Perpetual spring!" promises Abian.
So why haven't we blown up the moon? Most people like having it around. More
than a dozen countries like it so much they have put it on their national flags. Abian
understands that. So he has come up with a second plan. He says we could try having two
moons. We could "bring a moon from Mars." It could be put on the other side of Earth
from the first moon. That way, its pull would balance off the pull of the original moon.
Now the Earth would have two moons but no tilt!
There is another serious problem with blowing up the moon. True, it might get rid of
the earth's tilt. But such a change might cause massive earthquakes. David Taylor of

Northwestern University observes, " [Abian] would destroy civilization. But we'd have
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: great weather." Thomas Stix of Princeton adds that most scientists wouldn't touch Abian's
idea "with a 10-foot pole."

Such talk doesn't bother Abian. He wants to shake things up. Why, he asks, do we
have to accept the solar system the way it is? Why can't we move things around? Abian
has some other ideas as well. He would like to change the orbit of Venus. It's too close to
the sun, he says. Temperatures on Venus are a toasty 900°F . Abian thinks we should
move Venus away from the sun. That would cool the planet and perhaps make it fit for
human life. How does Abian recommend we move Venus? "We can shoot it with rockets,
" he suggests.

No one is holding his or her breath waiting for these things to happen. Even Abian
knows that other scientists think his ideas are a bit strange. "1 don't think. [anything will
happen] in my lifetime or in my children's lifetime," he says. "But I want to plant the
seed."

Reading Time: Lesson 1
Minutes
z Seconds
i
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M-Main Idea B-Too Broad N-Too Narrow
1. Professors at Northwestern University and at Princeton disagree with the ideas
of Alexander Abian. [This statement is true, but it is too narrow. It doesn't
suggest what Abian's ideas are about.)

2. Mathematics professor Alexander Abian has proposed blowing up the moon as
a way of improving weather on Earth. [This is the main idea. It tells whom the
article is about and what he did.]
— 3.1t's hard to tell whether some theories about the universe should be taken
seriously. [This statement is too broad., It doesn't tell which theory the article is
about.]

% MW (H A =5 )
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1. Abian's theory is that destroying the moon will
a. cause Earth to tilt at a 23'/,-degree angle.
b. cause massive earthuakes.
c. improve weather on Earth,
2. The side of Earth tilted toward the sun has

a. summer. b. winter. C. perpetual spring.
3. Abian also suggests moving
a. the moon to a new orbit. b. Earth closer to Venus.

¢. a moon from Mars to orbit Earth.

4. One way to move Venus, Abian says, is to
a. shoot it with rockets. b. set off nuclear bombs on it.
c. use a 10-foot pole as a lever.

Laﬂ_auapg PJ_IQ/\/\
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5
3 5. Abian expects his ideas to get serious attention
a. next year. b. during his lifetime. c. in the distant future.

£
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C-Correct Inference F-Faulty Inference

1. Most mathematics professors are more creative than scientists. [This is a faulty
inference. It makes a value judgment without supporting evidence.]

2. Other professors criticize Professor Abian's ideas because they are jealous of
him. [This is a faulty inference. Other reasons are given.]

3. As we humans gain power over nature, we must guard against unwise use of
this power. [This is a correct Inference. Abian suggeste using present technology to
make vast changes.]

4. Humans cannot live on or even explore Venus. [This is a correct inference. The
temperature of Venus is 900°F .]

5. Professor Abian's main goal in proposing "corrections" to the universe is to get
people to take a fresh look at things they take for granted. [This is a correct
inference. Abian says, "l want to plant the seed.”]

@ i U 384y =25 4, IEBARW] C=3 4, IEWRD] O=2 41)
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C-Closest 0-Opposite or Nearly Opposite
1. After the astronauts are safely out of the way, someone back on Earth would push a

remote control button.

~ a.distant .. bwolose ___ c.powerful
2. Summer heat waves in New York City would end. So, too, would droughts in Africa.
~ a.floods __ b.sicknesses ___ c.unusually dry spells
3. The side of Earth tilted toward the sun has summer and sweltering weather.
a. extremely hot and humid _____ b.verycold
- . c.cloudy



4. "Perpetual spring!" promises Abian.
a. dangerous __b. temporary ____ c.everlasting
5. How does Abian recommend we move Venus?
a. advise that L siiie burecall that ___ c.discredit the idea that

['E BIECE e )
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1. The main purpose of the first paragraph is to

a.contrast Alexander Abian's plan for the moon with most people's ideas about the

moon.

b.explain how and why Alexander Abian wants to blow up the moon.

¢. stress how much most people like the moon.
2. From the statements below, choose those that you believe the authors would agree with.

a. Most people think that Professor Abian's plan is ridiculous.
b. Professor Abian is an original thinker.
¢. Professor Abian's plan will probably be carried out someday.

3. What do the authors imply by saying "David Taylor of Northwestern University
observes, '[Abian] would destroy civilization. But we'd have great weather''?
a. David Taylor thinks that good weather is more important than civilization.
b.David Taylor is opposed to Abian's plan.

S

A

&
¢. David Taylor agrees with Abian's plan. i}
4. The authors probably wrote this article to ©

a. persuade readers to support Abian's plans. - T
b.encourage readers to respect those who think differently from them.

c. inform readers of an extreme suggestion for the moon.

%i IR (E Ry )
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1. Below are summaries of the article. Choose the summary that says all the most
important things about the article but in the fewest words.
a. Alexander Abian thinks we should blow up the moon. [This summary leaves out
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almost all of the important details, such as who Abian ls and why he believes we should
destroy the moon.]

b. Alexander Abian believes that we should blow up the moon. If the moon were
destroyed, this mathematics professor at Towa State University says, the earth would
no longer be tilted at a 23 '/,-degree angle. If Earth weren't tilted, the amount of
sunlight striking every part of the planet would stay the same all year. Weather
would improve all over the world. [This summary presents many Important ldeas
from the article but Includes too many unnecessary details.]

¢. Mathematics professor Alexander Abian believes that if the moon were destroyed,
Earth would no longer experience seasons, and weather would improve. He also has
other ideas about how to change the solar system. Abian's ideas are not widely
accepted by other scientists. [This summary says all the most important things about
the article in the fewest words.] ‘

2. Read the statement from the article below. Then read the paraphrase of that statement.
Choose the reason that best tells why the paraphrase does not say the same thing as the
statement.

Statement: Since Abian's goal is to straighten out the earth, he has suggested that
we bring in a moon from Mars to balance out the pull from our own
moon.

Paraphrase: Because Abian wants to get rid of the earth's tilt, he has made another
interesting suggestion involving Mars and its moon.

a. Paraphrase says too much.

b. Paraphrase doesn't say enough.[This statement fails to explain Abian's plan for Mars

and its moon.] ‘ :

c. Paraphrase doesn't agree with the statement.

% RS e Es )
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1. For each statement below, write O if it expresses an opinion or write F if it
expresses a fact.
a. Professor Abian is one of the finest thinkers of our time.
b. The earth's tilt causes the seasons.
c. The temperature on Venus can reach 900°F .



2. Choose from the letters below to correctly complete the following statement.
Write the letters on the lines.

On the positive side, , but on the negative side

a. destroying the moon could cause earthquakes
b. people on Earth would have less extreme weather if the moon were destroyed
c. blowing up the moon is an unusual idea
3. Choose from the letters below to correctly complete the following statement.
Write the letters on the lines.
According to Abian, would cause Earth to , and the effect would be

a. lose its tilt b. no more seasons ¢. destroying the moon
4. Of the following theme categories, which would this story fit into?

a. Don't be afraid to think original thoughts.

b. Don't rock the boat.

¢. Everyone knows that the natural world is perfect as it is,
5. What did you have to do to answer question 39

a. find a cause (why something happened)

b. find an opinion (What someone thinks about something)

c. find a contrast (how things are different)

How do you think you would feel it the moon were destroyed?
Think about how the destruction of the moon would change your life and what you reaction to

those changes mihgt be. Write your answer on the lines.]

I'was confused on question in the section because

[Choose one question that you found particularly hard to answer. Tell why it confused or
uzzled you.
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