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| | In life we are to radiate light into unseen places;
‘ not permit unknown fears to dim our radiance.
~—Brian Cavanaugh
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Frmfi Charles Dickens to His Son

Charles Dickens

I write this note today because your going away is much upon my mind, and
because I want you to have a few parting words from me to think of now and then at
quiet times. I need not tell you that I love you dearly, and am very, very sorry in my
heart to part with you. But this life is half made up of partings, and these pains must
be borne. It is my comfort and my sincere conviction that you are going to try the life
for which you are best fitted. I think its freedom and wildness more suited to you than
any experiment in a study or office would ever have been; and without that training,
you could have followed no other suitable occupation.

What you have always wanted until now has been a set, steady, constant
purpose. I therefore exhort you to persevere in a thorough determination to do
whatever you have to do as well as you can do it. I was not so old as you are now
when I first had to win my food, and do this out of this determination, and I have
never slackened in it since.

Never take a mean advantage of any one in any transaction, and never be hard
upon people who are in your power. Try to do to others as you would have them do to
you, and do not be discouraged if they fail sometimes. It is much better for you that they
should fail in obeying the greatest rule laid down by our Savior than that you should.
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The germ of the best patriotism is in the love that a man has for the home he
inhabits, for the soil he tills, for the trees that give him shade, and the hills that stand

in his pathway. I teach my son to love Georgia — to love the soil that he stands on —
the broad acres that hold her substance, the dimpling valleys in which her beauty
rests, the forests that sing her songs of lullaby and of praise, and the brooks that run
with her rippling laughter. The love of home — deep-rooted and abiding — lodged in
the heart of the citizen, is the sgving principle of our government.

This love shall not be pent up or provincial. The home should be consecrated to
humanity, and from its rooftree should fly the flag of the Republic. Every simple fruit
gathered there, every sacrifice endured, and every victory won, should bring better
joy and inspiration in the knowledge that it will deepen the glory of our Republic and
widen the harvest of humanity.

Exalt the citizen. As the state is the unit of the government, he is the unit of the
state. Teach him that his home is his castle, and his sovereignty rests beneath his hat.
Make him selt-respecting, self-reliant, and responsible. Let him lean on the state for
nothing that his own arm can do, and on the government for nothing that his state can
do.
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Let him cultivate independence to the point of sacrifice, and learn that humble
things with unbuttered liberty are better than splendors bought with its price. Let him
neither surrender his individuality to government nor merge it with the mob.

Let him ever stand upright and fearless, a freeman born of freemen, sturdy in his
own strength, dowering his family in the sweat of his brow, loving to his state, loyal

to his Republic, earnest in his allegiance wherever it rests.
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