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Science implicates an exploratory process for discovery. Nevertheless,

science has never been the process by itself, nor could discovery be the ulti-
mate goal of science. On many occasions, science is attached with further ex-
pectations of communication and inspiration, which is to inspire scientific dis-
coveries and improve awareness on scientific development. From this perspec-
tive, science communication, particularly that takes place in a globalize con-
text, is crucial and with far reaching effects.

The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) has been particularly emphasizing the issue of science communi-
cation. Under the UNESCO framework for capacity-building in sciences, and in
collaboration with the Science and Development Network ( SciDev. Net) , Grad-
uate School of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Chinese Society of Sci-
ence and Technology Journalism, British Council and the British Embassy Bei-
jing, the workshop “Effective Science Communication in an Era-of Globaliza-
tion” was held in Beijing from 13 to 17, March 2006. The workshop gathered
journalists and science communicators from China, Mongolia, U. K, the United
States, and Democratic People’ s Republic of Korea. It serves as a platform to
discuss and exchange experiences, methodologies, and lessons that are use-
ful to promote the works of science communication. It is more encouraging that

a book was completed as the further development of this workshop, specifical-
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ly focusing on the issue of science communication in the era of globalization.

The book is a result of concerted efforts of dedicated stakeholders. It pro-
vides leading science journalism experience, together with insightful science
communication materials made by SciDev. Net, and relevant background
chapters written by leading scientists and communicators and translated into
Chinese language. It also encloses contributions of the workshop participants.
UNESCO Office Beijing, as one of the Sponsors of this workshop, is happy to
know this advancement and wish to acknowledge British Council for sponsoring
this publication. In addition, we are also expecting that the book could be a le-
verage point to further improve professionalism among Chinese science journa-
lists. Moreover, UNESCO, as an UN specialized agency with expertise on the
promotion of science and its communication, would continue to support activi-
ties of similar kind, which would facilitate and enlarge the inspirations achieved

through the development of sciences.

Yasuyuki Aoshima
Director and UNESCO Representative

Ramasamy Jayakumar
Programme Specialist-Natural Sciences,
UNESCO Office Beijing
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Effective Science Communication in an Era of Globalisation reflects the ide-
as behind a training workshop of the same name which was held in Beijing in
the spring of 2006.

This international workshop, organised by the Science and Development
Network ( SciDev. Net), the Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences ( GUCAS), and the Chinese Society of Science and Technology
Journalism, was supported by UNESCO and the Science and Innovation Sec-
tion of the British Embassy Beijing. All the workshop participants shared a vi-
sion of effective science communication for the benefit of all, in a “seamless
world”.

In order to make the outcomes of this workshop more widely available in-
ternationally, the British Council, operating in China as the Cultural and Educa-
tion Section of the British Embassy, is delighted to fund the publication of this
book.

This book looks closely at the role played by science journalists who write
for the lay public. It depicts their role-connecting the public to the world of sci-
ence-as both challenging and rewarding. One of the greatest challenges facing
science journalists is how best to convey scientific information in an interesting
way which engages the general reader, and yet is precise, clear and objec-

tive. This book attempts to assist science writers who wish to achieve that bal-
- VI -



ance and maintain the high calibre of writing that effective science communica-
tion demands.

Special thanks must go to Jia Hepeng of SciDev. Net and Mo Yang of GU-
CAS who, through their hard work as editors, have brought together into a
readable whole the many diverse contributions made by individuals and organi-
sations to this publication. The organisers of the 2006 workshop should also be
commended for their foresight in recognising the need to build capacity in sci-
ence communication, in an age where the greatest challenges facing humanity
require a scientific understanding, if appropriate political and social responses
are to be determined. It is a process which the British Council wholeheartedly

supports.

Michael O’ Sullivan
Cultural Counsellor

British Council Regional Director China
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