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foreword

With a long history, the School of Guizhou Ethnic Art is equipped with a strong professional teaching team. It is the cradle for nurturing the art
talents of the minority groups and an important base of art creations in Guizhou. Since 1960s, the graduates from the institute have played important
roles in the different art organizations and universities in Guizhou, Since it started to recruit students again in 1985 the institute has achieved a lot
in the education and creation areas.

The institute guides the students to “dig out” the tradition of each ethnic group and inherit the folk art. The institute engages in the ethnic art
education in a bid to nurture the students to inherit and promote the ethnic culture. The teachers and students experience life, joys and pains of the
minority groups so that such experience would inspire them in their art practice.

Ethnic art as an original art form has the longest history and scatters the widest among Chinese traditional art. It has the most distinctive original
art language with permanent vitality . Guizhou province is the one of the provinces that has inherited the richest ethnic culture. Nearly 17 ethnic groups
develop their glorious ethnic culture in the historical process with a touching artistic charisma. A focus on the mysterious land, colorful ethnic groups
and the sprit of today s ear are always the institute’ s target in creation. The artworks that selected in this catalogue express their pursuit in art
with a strong ethnic characteristic. The publishing of this catalogue is akin to a summary of the past. | hope it will be an encouragement for better
waorks created in the future and set a solid base for the prosperous future of those artworks with minority art related subject.

The Guizhou Ethnic Institute will follow the existing direction. focusing on its trait, nurturing more talented artists, striving for the prosperity of
ethnic art education career during the new period. In the merging of traditional ethnic art and modern art, we will focus the ethnic trait and try with

more art styles. They will be continuously practicing and exploring with expected achieverment.

Wu Changjiang

Professor at the National Central Art Academy
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congratulations

Guizhou Ethnic Institute is one of the institutions in China that includes the department of fine art at an early stage after the founding of the People’
s Republic of China. The art department was established in 1954 But it was stopped due to some political reasons. It started to recruit students again
in 1985, In 2001, it has its own department of fine art and was renamed into art institute in 2004, It plays an important role in nurturing professionals
and enriches the culture activities in the ethnic places in Guizhou for the past decades.

There are about 17 ethnic groups in Guizhou that provide a fertile soil for the ethnic art. Influenced by “art comes life and surpasses life, " the
pursuit of ethnic group trait and the focus on reality are the two main characteristics of the institute. For years, the teachers and students have explored
the remote areas of the minority groups to obtain the related materials in their creation. Such tradition lasts continuously . At the same time, the teachers
would guide the students to learn and delve themselves into the traditional art subjects of each ethnic group, combining the sundry art traits into their
practice. Under such persistent efforts, the artworks of the students at the institute also reflect the spirit of the era. focusing the visage and customs of
the ethnic groups, depicting the colorful ordinary life and splendid landscapes.

The art institute has a professional group of teachers. They totally contribute themselves with outstanding achievements. Apart from the promoting
the tradition of Chinese minority groups, they also engage themselves in nurturing the talents of minority groups in art. Under their persistent exploration,
the institute forms a particular educational system with mature didactical thoughts and varied art styles. The publishing of “Artworks of the students
form Guizhou Ethnic Institute” records the growing—up of the students and the achievement of their teachers. Although it only includes a few artworks of
many talented students at the institute, yet the art pieces selected in the catalogue are varied in subjects with strong ethnic flavor that fully express the
spirit of the students in creating a new artistic road.

Ethnic art is a world art. Under the impact of globalization, ethnic art is undoubtedly developing with a wider range. But we still need to explore
the subjects like how to absorb the essence of ethnic art around the world into China” s ethnic art. We hope to create masterpieces filled with the

special trait of the minority group in Guizhou.

Today the whole society is construing a harmonious society. We hope to carry on our special trait in teaching, our target to nurture more talents .
We need to further delve ourselves into the real life of each ethnic group, inherit the tradition and serve the people, so that we are able to create more

excellent art pieces.

Wu Dahua

President at Guizhou Ethnic Institute
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