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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land, they are the
cultural crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and
cultural cities in successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time: now
a great number of towns are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the
protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting
heritages.Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and
artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have
fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features, which are indeed precious.Our
country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic
and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series
Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the histori-
cal and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture,

to intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
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JINXI: A FAMOUS TOWN

Jinxi situates 23 kilometers southwest of Kunshan City, Jiangsu Province. It occupies a total area of 90.69 square kilometers with a population of 43,300,
among whom 10,900 permanent residents live in the ancient town area, which covers an area of 1 square kilometer.
Jinxi is so named because of a river zigzagging through the town from north to south. Taking a bird's eye view of the town at twilight, one would see the

green waters rippling and the houses of families residing on the riverbanks are reflected in the clear water. During the day, the bright sun covers the surface
of the water with a golden light. According to the unearthed the “weapon” Shiyue of the Neolithic Age, pottery jars shaped of ox nose of the Shang and

Zhou Dynasties, and other cultural relics excavated from the town area, it proves that Jinxi Town was inhabited by our ancestors 5,000 years ago. During
the Spring and Autumn Period (770 B.C.-476 B.C.), Jinxi became a market town of the State of Wu when King Helu ordered Wu Zixu to fortify a city in
Suzhou. It began to prosper in the Han Dynasty (206 B.C. - A.D. 220 ). The famous general Ma Yuan of the Donghan Dynasty (25-220) trained soldiers and

horses just in the place now called Ma yuan
Kingdoms (220-280), Jinxi was under the juris-
When the assistant Minister of the Wu, Zhang
called Zhangjiashe Village. During the Dongjin
ter of traditional Chinese painting lived in seclu-
Temple to the Three Celebrities was erected here
Dynasty (618-907), Lu Guimeng. In the Nansong
Xiaozong's beloved concubine Chen died in Jinxi
his beautiful concubine, ordered Jinxi to change
the royal Concubine Chen"). At that time, Jinxi

zhuang Village. During the period of Three
diction of the Kingdom of Wu (222-280).
Zhao died, he was buried in the place now
Dynasty (317-420), Gu Kaizhi, the great mas-
sion in Jinxi in his later years. The Memorial
in Jinxi in memory of the writer of the Tang
Dynasty (1127-1279), Emperor Song
and the Emperor, grieving over the death of
its name to Chenmu (literally, the "Tomb of
was a military town of strategic importance.
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Since the first year (1131) of the Reign of Emperor Shaoxing in the Nansong Dynasty, the Shihe River had become a boundary between Kunshan County
(east side of the river) and Changzhou County (west). In the second year (1724) of the Reign of Emperor Yongzheng in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911),
Jinxi was divided by Kunshan County and Yuanhe County. In the following decades, the administrative divisions of Jinxi underwent several changes, but
for the most part it was directly under the jurisdiction of Kunshan and Wu County. In 1952, both sides of the Shihe River were merged into a whole town
directly affiliated to Kunshan County. In 1992, the name of Jinxi was resumed.

"Water" is the soul of the ancient Jinxi Town. Surrounded by five lakes and three marshes, Jinxi looks like a bright pearl in the glittering waves. The
couplet carved on the Taiping Bridge exactly depicts Jinxi's natural endowments and a vast panorama of prosperity. The Shihe River zigzags through the
town from north to south just like a "dragon". The southern region of the river is the dragon's mouth, the Tomb of the royal concubine Chen in the Wubao
Lake is just like the bright pearl in the dragon's mouth, and the dragon's four claws consist of four streams on both east and west sides of the river. The 6-
kilometer long river course meanders along the revetments, wharfs and piers in picturesque disorder. The layout of the whole town relies greatly on the
waterways, and the houses built by the streams have sidewalks, which have naturally evolved into streets used for transportation, together along with the
water lanes. Overhead stone bridges span over the water lanes, providing convenient passage for the local people.

Murmuring streams flow under small bridges and courtyards. These bridges and courtyards are each surrounded by dwelling quarters, which are typical
features of Jinxi Town. Jinxi is long known for "having 36 zigzagging bridges and 72 brick kilns". It has still 26 well-preserved stone bridges dating back
to the Ming (1368-1644) or Qing (1644-1911) dynasty. The engravings on the stone tablets and hanging couplets of good craftsmanship on the stone
bridges provide a unique "culture of bridges". Since the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), Jinxi has been noted for its unique "culture of bricks and tiles",
boasting a long tradition of kilning industry. The "Museum of Ancient Bricks and Tiles" in Jinxi Town is the first and still the only one of its kind in China.
Jinxi has a lot of historic sites and cultural relics. In ancient times, known to the world were eight tourist attractions in Jinxi and eight scenic spots in the
Lotus Pond. The site of Dadongchang was placed in 1956 under the provincial-level protection in Jiangsu. Eight tourist attractions such as the Buddhist
Temple of the Lotus Pond, the Taoist Temple of Shengtong, the Pavilion of Wenchang, the Tomb of the royal concubine Chen, the Ancient Riverbank and
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Ancient Stone Arch Bridges are placed under the municipal-level protection in Kunshan. Up to now,

Jinxi has applied for recognition of the ancient riverbanks and the cluster of ancient kilns as the
historical monuments and cultural relics under the provincial-level protection in Jiangsu.

Jinxi has a long tradition of scholastic learning. Men of letters and refined scholars in successive
dynasties were fond of visiting Jinxi and associating with their counterparts. The great modern Chi-
nese writer Shen Congwen described Jinxi as "a sleeping damsel" and the great master of traditional
Chinese painting Liu Haisu remarked that Jinxi is "the best water-bound town in the lower reaches
of the Yangtze River". The beauty of water scenery and the popular customs of scholastic learning
gave birth to a large number of creative minds and gifted talents. Over the past century, Jinxi has

brought forth two academicians of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, over 200 full and associate

professors, and more than 100 students studying abroad. To a small town, this is seldom seen in China.

With a rich legacy in history and culture dating back over 2,000 years, Jinxi still retains the implicit charm and original geographic layout typical of the
water-bound town in the lower reaches of the Yangtze River. The traditional architecture of dwelling houses consisting of water gates, porches, archways,
and courtyards best represent the architectural style of China's Ming and Qing Dynasties as well as the early years of the Republic of China. In Jinxi Town,

more than 86% of dwelling houses are ancient buildings. These are very precious cultural heritage to the entire humanity.
In recent years, the Town Government of Jinxi has attached great importance to the preservation of the ancient town's cultural heritages. On the premise

of maintaining its integrity and originality, the local government has conducted massive work of overall environmental control and renovations or repairs

for ancient buildings, so as to effectively promote the preservation and continuation of the ancient town's appearance and the historic and cultural

heritages.




®

H

% fﬁ ’LEE {;% The Famous Township of Jinxi CONTENTS
=/ W EAS 1 ®
Features of Ancient Town |
A /K 33
&/ 4ME D 57
Kt/ M9 AR 75
fh/#iEsA 89
K / R A 95
¥/ Rk 4 2 103
B/ i IR % 05

ourist Service



FEATURES OF ANCIENT TOWN
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PANTING STREET
Located in the south of Jinxi, this street runs east to west,
starting from the Wenchang Road in the east to the corner of
Shangtang Street. On either side of the street situates the
Pond of Ancient Lotus, the Lingtang Pool and the Buddhist
Temple of the Lotus Pond.

Pkt Buddhist Temple of the Lotus Pond.

BBMeY  Archway of Imperial Inscriptions.
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SHANGTANG STREET
Located west to the bank of the middle section of the
Shihe River, this str zags along the Central
Shihe River from the Lingtang Pool in the sourth and
to the Lize Bridge in the north. It was originally
divided into Zhongshi Street, Nanda Street and Beida

Street. Along the street are Dingjia Lane, Pailouli

Alley, Yujiajiao Lane, the Ding's Residence and the

Beishengchang Soy Sauce Shop, etc.

EYREER R Night View of Shangtang Street.
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Ramp of Fuji Bridge.




