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ABSTRACT

The step of the new century is in such a hurry that five years
have passed before we realized it. Much like a cicada extricating from
its slough, Chinese contemporary literature, as well as China, is
experiencing changes under globalization. In modern age, which
takes the economic construction as the focus, the literature and intel-
ligentsia of humanism can hardly escape from gradually being mar-
ginalized. When facing the decline of morality and value, however,
Chinese Literature, which has always been caring about the national
economy and the people’s livelihdod, should entrust with the histori-
cal mission of rescuing the nation. That is why this dissertation select-
ed ZHANG Wei, the novelist who possesses the spirit of sacrifice
and has got noticeable achievement in literature, as the research tar-
get.

ZHANG is one of the most important novelists in contemporary
times. The creative resources of his novels are not only rich but also

deep, connecting quite a number of frontier issues in present literary
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research, and some literary critical works have sung high praise for
his novels. However, the studies on ZHANG still need to be further,
particularly on taking his creative thoughts as a whole, its inner log-
ic, cultural suggestion, potential predicament, etc. Thus, by re-
garding the former researches as the foundation and employing social-
historical method, cultural critique, psychological analysis and
comparative way, this dissertation will study ZHANG and his novels
as a unity from the aspects of diachronic thoughts, cultural philoso-
phy and psychology. To be specific, the thesis will take the novelist
and his works as an integer by putting them into the transformation of
the society, its social-historical thoughts and culture context, by ob-
serving the novelist and his works from thoughts resources to the de-
velopment, from the thematic diachronic evolvement to the syn-
chronic cultural comparison, from the innate writing talents to the
unavoidable psychological dilemma, and therefore, grasp the re-
search object wholly.

Tracing one’s thinking origin has always been a significant
methodology when studying a novelist, yet this has not appeared as
expected in the already existed studies on ZHANG. The paper, ac-
cordingly, takes the aspect as one of the highlights and reveals the
following origins in ZHANG’s works: influence from the active ele-
ment and benevolence of Confucian school, the perfect harmony be-

tween man and nature as well as the spirit of freedom borrowed from
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