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To me a hero is someone who stands out in your mind. Not only could they be a role model,
but alsa excel beyond what we can do. A hero shows all the greatest characteristics one ¢an have,
and uses these in the best intentions. Not only these qualities, but being nice to fans and family,
supporting others who don’ t have the option
That is what | see my hero as, someone that shines at all times?*
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To me a hero is someone who stands out in your mind. Not only could they be a role model,
bul also excel beyond what we can do. A hero shows all the greatest characteristics one can have,
and uses these in the best intentions. Not only these qualities. but being nice to fans and family,
supporting others who don 't have the option
That is what | see my hero as, someone that shines at all times
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Chiantie Chiaplin—r% Comedy Geniuo
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n a poor home of a performer, in a poor section of London during the
late 19th century, a child was born into a dim life filled with tragedy.
His mother was mad, his father died of alcoholism’; most people in today's
society would write this child off, and indeed most did. Who knew that this
poor child would be Charlie Spencer Chaplin, the first ever cinematic comedy
genius?
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Most of Chaplin's early life was spent moving from room to room while his
family struggled to pay the rent and stay fed. His mother made enough money to
survive as a performer, but she consistently suffered spells’® of madness and was
admitted to mental institutions on many occasions.

Alas, her performing career withered away. In his autobiography, Chaplin
describes his mother's next attempt to support her family through sewing clothes;
but this eventually ended when they could no longer afford to rent the machine. In
his early life, the results of poverty were broken up only by off-and-on residency
in workhouses for homeless children, and these were the times when his mother
was in a mental hospital.

It truly is amazing that one of film's greatest comedians came out of such a

 tragic backg round, but at that same time it seems quite typical. Charlie Chaplin
teaches us that sometimes, in the face of adversity®, one must simply laugh.

Charlie Chaplin's silent movies could be understood anywhere in the world
because they are just that. While talkies strengthened the language barrier, Chap-
lin's movies remained silent so that the whole world could join in on the laughter.
As the America was enjoying early talkies like The Jazz Singer, the rest of the
world were roaring and crying at City Lights.

As his movies began to criticize society more and more, the government
started to get involved. They felt they were losing their power to some clowns
who made fun of them. Out of fear, they labeled Chaplin a left-wing, which of
course was like naming someone a witch in 17th century.

Chaplin responded with one of his greatest masterpieces, Modern Times,
where he even criticized the fact that he had been labeled. There is a particular
scene that shows in a factory workers strike and they're parading* down the street,
and Chaplin sees that someone has dropped a flag (assumed to be red) and picks it
up, and the police arrest him, claiming him the left-wing leader of the strike.

Eventually, the U.S. government couldn't bear to have him in their country,
so much so that when Chaplin left the United States for England to promote his
newest film, Limelight, they revoked® his return permit. Without batting an
eyelash, Chaplin simply moved to Switzerland and spent the rest of his days
there. In 1972, Chaplin was invited and welcomed back to the United States to

receive a Oscar lifetime achievement award, but still resided in Switzerland where
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he died on Christmas Day 1977.
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By keeping his movies silent long after other studios had moved on, he kept
the world connected for that much longer, but he also ignored the mainstream and
kept doing what he thought was the best for the industry, considering that three of
his silent films, City Lights, Modern Times, and The Gold Rush are listed on
the American Film Institute's list of the 100 greatest films of all time. Also,
he stayed his course when he faced political scrutiny for some of the ideas
portrayed and criticized in his films. And last but not least, he rose from his
almost doomed childhood and became one of the most recognizéd comedy
gcmus in the world. o
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Wetlson Mandela—Leader among Leaderns
ik $RE—MDF GMAD

hief among African leaders, Nelson Mandela is one of few statesmen
to have achieved almost universal prestige around the world. His role
in fighting apartheid, his imprisonment on Robben Island—where he came to
symbolize' the struggle of oppressed people around the world—and his
ability to steer South Africa through the crisis of its rebirth have earned him
the international reputation of benevolent negotiator and quintessential
peacemaker.
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Imprisoned for 27 years for his opposition to apartheid, Mandela came
out of prison in 1990 expressing no bitterness towards his tormentors?.
Instead, he championed reconciliation among South Africa's polarized races,
espousing the principles of nation-building and
cooperative governance.

Mandela was one of the few leaders capable
of inspiring confidence both inside and outside

the country. Few others would have managed to

unite the disparate warring parties and steer South Africa from what seemed
to be the brink of civil war. To some, Mandela has a near-omnipotent power
at the negotiating table, carrying with him an indubitable® moral authority
and gentle but firm sense of fairness.

As South Africa's first democratically elected President in 1994, Mandela
tackled the great challenge of uniting both the country's racial groupings and a
fragmented’ public service system. And a significant milestone of his presidency
was the constitution-making process.

Mandela is well known for taking a strong stand against the giant world
powers—especially in defense of Africa. As President, he was unrestrained®
in embracing the ANC's former allies, in spite of criticism from the United
States. His position has also made for relationships with both Russia and
China, former allies of the ANC.
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Since handing over the reigns of the presidency to Thabo Mbeki in 1999,

Mandela has played a key role as middleman in crisis-hit areas. In particular,
he sealed a peace agreement with the warring factions® in Burundi, after
replacing Tanzania's Julius Nyerere as chief negotiator. He was also called
upon to hammer out a peace agreement in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC). Later on, Mbeki took over his role in that war-ravaged
country, which in 2006 held its first presidential elections in over 40 decades.

In those years when Mandela ‘was in prison, police raided the ANC's
underground headquarters’ at Lilliesleaf Farm in Rivonia, and arrested
several ANC leaders. Police found documents relating to the manufacture of
explosives, Mandela's diary and copies of a draft memorandum that outlined a
possible strategy for guerrilla struggle.

The Rivonia Trial began in October 1963 and Mandela joined the other
accused being tried for sabotage® and conspiracy to overthrow the
government. Mandela's fevered four-hour statement from the dock received
worldwide publicity. On 12 June 1964, all eight of the accused were sentenced
to life imprisonment instead of death penalty. Mandela spent the next 18
years on Robben Island, before being transferred in 1982 to Pollsmoor prison
in Cape Town and then to Victor Verster prison, where it was discovered that
he was suffering from tuberculosis®.
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On Robben Island, Mandela, who was still kept along with other senior

leaders, continued to play an important role as a political leader behind bars,
maintaining contact with the ANC leadership in exile. From July 1986, Man-
dela initiated contact with government representatives, which led eventually to
his July 1989 meeting with President P.W. Botha.

Mandela was released from jail, 11 February 1990. The first images of the
President-to-be walking out of prison were relayed live via satellite to audiences
across the globe. After released from the prison, Mandela led the ANC in
negotiations with the South African government, which culminated in the
adoption of the interim constitution in November 1993. In 1994 the ANC won
the country's first multiracial elections with an overwhelming majority.
Mandela's inauguration’® as President brought together the largest number of
heads of state since the funeral of former US President John Kennedy in 1963.

During his whole life, Nelson Mandela has never wavered in his devo-
tion to democracy, equality and learning. Despite terrible provocation, he has
never answered racism with racism. His life has been an inspiration, in South
Africa and throughout the world, to all who are oppressed and deprived, to
all who are opposed to oppression and deprivation. In a life that symbolizes
the triumph of the human spirit over man's inhumanity to man, Nelson Man-
dela accepted the 1993 Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of all South Africans
who suffered and sacrificed so much to bring peace to Africa.

105 A4k 30 £k



o EY % B b

FE% B M AR B, SRR I S Al S R U A G — ik,
5 00 A 1 A R K2 1 B AT ORI R A WK Ak S %
VAN R TE AT . AN 1986 4E T HR, S HERLIT iR BURGERIKR | %
AR T 1989 4F 7 A 5 B R S .

1990 4 2 /1 11 H , B FERLHUBR 33X 7 R i S G845 AR A 5 — 4t
Pl o ot DAL L4 T BRI . ARG, SRS ER K2
55 AR B BEA TR A DR, UM AE 1993 4 11 /] ROk A B804 .
1994 4, A 1 B K 23 76 g AR 24 AT 9 28 — Ji 25 Bl ek 26 Hh 3R A% 1 1 81 1k
) e R AL SRR T S A I X e 1963 4E 2
Jin 5 [E TS SE 2 - 1 e dd i FEAL AR, 25 B e Hh R N B 2 10— I

PR - GBS — ARSI RR I N R FE L P AE L 2 ik B 9 (S
i R 5, 2 FERL A AR LA 38 2, IR FH ol 7R I A 41 B2 ol 75 1
Ao R TR LEAE 1 A T 2 A i 5 52 e 3l A0S (R AN B 1 52 10 AR
ARV, BN — L RE W T AT RIS 7R o s — 0 T A
R A AR NGB BRI RAE . 1993 45, 4K 5D - S BRI R 2 0 52 0 Hy
AR AR R R AR AR 32 T i IR A%




