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A Door Open to the
World

Jidi Majia
deputy chairman of All-China Youth Federation
executive vice—president of Chinese Poetry Society
deputy provincial governor of The People's Government of Qinghai Province

chairman of the organizing committee of The 1st Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival

Today I am going to tell you an important news: China, as a country with a long and splen—
did tradition of poetry, will establish a world—wide—known poetry festival——Qinghai Lake
International Poetry Festival in August this year in Qinghai , located in Qinghai—Tibet
Highland which is called "the third pole" of the world. It is self—evident that this poetry fes—
tival with a special significance and character will be recorded as a cultural importance in the
annals of Chinese culture history and Chinese poetry history. I believe, due to the special
cultural element and the significant influence in culture that she will bring into being, she will
compare well with other important international poetry festivals in the world. Well, please
allow me respectfully to mention the titles of those international poetry festivals: Poland .
Warsaw's Autumn International Poetry Festival, Macedon . Struga International Poetry Festi—
val, Holland . Amsterdam International Poetry Festival, Germany . Berlin International Poet—
ry Festival, Italy . San Marino International Poetry Festival and Colombia . Medellin Interna—
tional Poetry Festival. I am sure, Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival will certainly be a
fine channel for varies of cultures of the world, and through which the dialogues and ex—
changes between the people of different civilizations, nationalities and cultural traditions have
become a probability, and at the meanwhile, Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival will
treat developing the tradition of Chinese poetry, showing the spirit of the Orient civilization
and spreading the idea of "creating a harmonious world" as our sacred mission. We believe,
Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival will bring a pleasant surprise to all the people who

yearn for a nice life and bright future.

As a poet, I would like to give you a brief account of Qinghai in poetic words. Have you
been to Qinghai? If not, you might have had a strong yearning for Qinghai, I think, after
hearing so many legends about Qinghai Highland. Perhaps, I think, it contains many of your
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guesses and dreams about Qinghai, which can be regarded at least a confirmation of your

yearning for Qinghai. When you come to Qinghai Highland, you will certainly realize what
you see, hear and feel will become your life experience that you will never forget all your life.
In Qinghai Highland, the bright and clear sky and the vast land will arouse a remote emotion
in your mind, the majestic scenery of the snow—covered mountains and the vast grassland will
inspire you with lofty sentiments, the rolling waves in the Rivers and the ripples in Qinghai
Lake will stimulate your creative inspiration on poetry writing, the ancient temples filled with
a somber silence and the grand hell will make you feel as if having stepped into another
world, and the quietness and beauty of the pastoral life here will comfort you with a distilla—

tion of soul.

Just as Qinghai is the birthplace of the Yellow River, the Yangtze River and Lancang River,
Qinghai is also the cradle of poetry and song. Here we often feel as if the sound of our fore—
fathers making stone stools more than thirty thousand years ago can be still heard from the
distance, the beautiful patterns of the Yellow River's sons and daughters' dancing postures and
graceful bearings painted on the ancient pottery can be clearly read, the heroic epic entitled
Gosar is still circulated and sung since over one thousand years before, poems of different
nationalities is very popular here, just like the flowers in the grassland can be found every—
where. Qinghai is a land filled with inertia of love and beauty, a land filled with feelings of

praise and thankfulness, a land filled with joy, happiness and dream as well.

No wonder a sage once said: Qinghai is the only pure land remained in the world.

To let more people know about Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival, I am going to

brief the main activities and program of this poetry festival to you all.

We establish Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival on account of the aims as follows: To
show the world Qinghai's special favor of nature, culture and history, develop her resources
superiority in culture and cultural inheritance and national culture with a special character; to
further enrich Qinghai's cultural inheritance and establish her own brand names in culture, so
as to show the world Qinghai's new image; to promote the exchange between different cul—

tures of the world, so as to further the cause of world peace and the development of humani—

ty.

This international poetry festival will, as far as possible, implement and embody General Sec—
retary Hu Jintao's important idea of "Constructing a harmonious society and a harmonious

world as well ", take "Man and nature . a harmonious world " as its theme, and by the form
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of poetry art to show the world Chinese nation's zeitgeist of "going all out to achieve success"

and the splendid inheritance of cultural and history of China as a multinational country, dis—
play the pith and marrow of the multicultural world, and enrich the broad masses of people's

cultural life.

This international poetry festival is sponsored by The People's Government of Qinghai
Province and Chinese Poetry Society; responsible organizations are the Department of Cul—
ture of Qinghai Province, the information office of The People's Government of Qinghai
Province, Qinghai Radio and Television Bureau, Qinghai Press and Publication Bureau and
the Federation of Literary and Art Circles of Qinghai Province; the cooperation organizations

are Qinghai West—China Mining Co., Ltd. and Beijing Zhongkun Investment Co., Ltd.

This international poetry festival is to be held in Aug. 7—10, 2007, in Xining City, the
provincial capital of Qinghai Province. The major meeting place is in Xining City, and its
three branch meeting places are in Hainan Prefecture, Haibei Prefecture and Huangnan Pre—
fecture. We are going to inviter about 130 famous poets from China and foreign countries to
attend this grand occasion of poetry, it is estimated that about 100 famous Chinese poets will
attend this international poetry festival, who are from the main land of China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Macau and overseas, about 30 famous foreign poets will attend this international poetry
festival, who are from Germany, France, Italy, USA, Poland, Spain, Venezuela, Japan, South
Korea, Egypt, Ireland, England, Portugal, Greece and etc.

During this international poetry festival, we will arrange some activities such as: a poetry fo—
rum, poets gathering material for their creative work, a ceremony for poets signing their
names in "Qinghai Lake Poetry Declaration", a night of poetry at Qinghai Lake, a grand
evening party of singing and dancing, music and poems recital with a title of "Poetic Qinghai

. A Harmonious World " and etc.
The above—mentioned activities will center on these major themes and contents as flows:

1. A summit Poetry Forum

A summit poetry forum will hold in Qinghai meeting Center on Aug. 7, 2007, which centers
on the themes of "Man and nature. A harmonious world" and the duty and mission of poetry
of the 21th century, and it will mix together with the opening ceremony of Qinghai Lake
International Poetry Festival. On the occasion, the chief leading members of the Provincial
Party Committee of Qinghai Province and The People's Government of Qinghai Province

and all the honored guests will be present at the opening ceremony; the leading official of the
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committee of Qinghai Lake International Poetry Festival will give a lecture on "the duty and
mission of poetry of the 21th century", and some representative Chinese poets and foreign

poets will speech at the Forum.

2. The Ceremony for Poets Signing Their Names in "Qinghai Lake Poetry Dec-
laration"

During this international poetry festival, we will hold a ceremony for poets signing their
names in "Qinghai Lake Poetry Declaration"; the main contents of this Declaration will em—
body diversification of cultures, the duty and mission of poetry, dialogue and exchanges be—
tween different civilizations, attentions to human survival environment and praise of the cause

of human development.

3. Poets Gathering Material for Their Creative Work

To inspire the poets' creative spirit, during this poetry festival, we will arrange the poets to go
to Hainan Prefecture, Haibei Prefecture and Huangnan Prefecture to gather material for their creative
work. This program is with a title of "poems with the same title to praise Qinghai —— Qinghai in the
eyes of famous poets from China and foreign countries". In this activity, each poet will compose a poem
(at least 50 lines ) with a theme and content of humanity, history or scenery of Qinghai. Some newspa—
pers and periodicals will start special columns to publish these wonderful poems. After this activity, a
publishing house will print a special collection of these poems entitled " Poems With the Same Title to
Praise Qinghai —— Qinghai in the Eyes of the Famous Poets Who Have Attended Qinghai Lake Inter—

national Poetry Festival from China and Foreign Countries".

4. A Night of Poetry at Qinghai Lake

All the poets from China and foreign countries will declaim his representative works in his mother
tongue. This program has a special significance and it is the brightest point of this international poetry
festival. Art and Literature Paper and Qinghai Zongheng Culture Co. Ltd. are the responsible orga—

nizations for this program, and many medias will send reporters to cover this wonderful program.

5. A Grand Evening Party of Music and Poems Recital

A grand evening party of music and poems recital entitled "Poetic Qinghai . A Harmonious World",
jointly sponsored by CCTV, Qinghai TV, China Great Wall Art and Culture Center and the special
committee for federations of literary and art circles of All—China Youth Federation, will hold on Aug.
10, 2007. On the occasion, many famous Chinese recital artists, singers and the local art and literary
workers of Qinghai will give a wonderful joint performance, and the recital artists will declaim many ex—
cellent classic poems written by many famous poets both at home and abroad. On the occasion, Qinghai

TV will make a live broadcast, and CCTV will make a recorded broadcast.

Here, in the name of The People's Government of Qinghai Province, I warmly invite you all to Qinghai,

72 .@@e



on the occasion, we will favor you with Qingke Barley Beer and the pure—white hada. Finally, please

allow me to use a few verses as the ending of my speech "The land gives us life / and let the children and
grandchildren of human being / live and multiply in her eternal cradle /The land gives us languages /

and let our poems / spread throughout this ancient but young world".

(Note: This article is deputy provincial governor Jidi Mjia’s speech at the news briefing on
The 1st Qinghai Lake Interna‘ional Poetry Festival, held in Beijing on Apr. 16, 2007.)
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