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Vice Chairman of Foreign Affairs Committee of NPC

Ji Peiding

In the 1960s and 1970s the African people’s struggle for national
liberation was surging forward. As a result, the British, French and Por-
tuguese colonies on the African continent achieved one after another the
victory of anti-colonialist struggle. In 1990 the last colony Namibia pro-
claimed independence, marking the accomplishment of the historical task
of de-colonization of Africa. The course of the heroic struggle waged by
the Namibian people has not only composed a glorious chapter in the
African epic of national liberation, but also created an outstanding nation-
al hero, Mr. Sam Nujoma.

Namibia is a country with vast territory, unique scenery, rich re-
sources and hard — working people. She was formerly called South West
Africa and in 1890 was reduced to the status of German colony. In 1920
Namibia became the trust territory under the rule of South Africa and was
annexed illegally by South Africa in 1949. For a long time the land of
Namibia was in the enemy hand and the majority of black people suffered
terribly from atrocities of colonial enslavement and apartheid rule by the
South African racist regime, being deprived of basic freedom and human
rights.

The Namibian people, one stepping into the breach as another fell,
have fought and laid down their lives for the cause of state independence
and national liberation, in which a lot of heroic figures emerged. And the



most magnificent chapter is the struggle led by Sam Nujoma since the end
of 1950s. Mr. Nujoma founded the South West African People’s Organi-
zation and the Namibian People’s Liberation Army, and he took command
of the armed struggle personally. He and his colleagues also went from
place to place in order to seek intemational sympathy and support and
their footmarks spread almost all over the world. The struggle for national
liberation under the leadership of Mr. Nujoma lasted more than thirty
years and rebirth and independence of the nation were won at long last.
History chose Mr. Nujoma. He was elected the first president of Namibia
in 1990.

Despite countless difficulties and setbacks in his career, President
Nujoma has always maintained a revolutionary willpower of perseverance
and tenacity. The brilliant smile on his face never fails to show his opti-
mistic spirits. Ranked as head of state, he is simple and unadomed in
living style, acting like an ordinary venerable elder. He maintains strong
links with ordinary people and therefore he enjoys the love and support of
the whole nation.

President Nujoma is an old friend of the Chinese people. Before in-
dependence he visited China for 7 times in the capacity of President of
SWAPO. The Chinese government and people warmly received him and
rendered staunch support for the Namibian people in their struggle for na-
tional liberation. President Nujoma once said humourously that China was
his most reliable ’ constituency’ . Since independence President Nujoma
has always been attaching great importance to the development of relations
between Namibia and China. He cares about and gives concrete guidance
to the friendly cooperation between the two countries. He has visited Chi-
na for another 4 times. Under the joint efforts of both sides the all —
weather friendly relations and cooperation between China and Namibia are
being constantly deepened and strengthened.

President Nujoma is one of the African leaders for whom I have great



respect. The first time I met him was in 1978, when he travelled to Lagos
of Nigeria to participate in a world anti — apartheid conference sponsored
by the UN. After Namibia won independence in 1990 I was greatly hon-
oured to be appointed as the first Chinese ambassador to Namibia. During
my tenure I met President Nujoma many times. We discussed internation-
al situation, regional issues as well as bilateral relations. He invited me
to have holiday with him and we went fishing at the beach. It is because
he cherishes deep feelings for China that he has established personal
friendship with all successive Chinese ambassadors to Namibia. In May
2004 I led an NPC Foreign Affairs Committee delegation to Namibia.
President Nujoma met us and held a special banquet in honour of us.
During the meeting with him President Nujoma called me Comrade Am-
bassador from time to time. This made me feel cordial and warm. I could
also feel he is so passionately devoted to China.

Now President Nujoma is coming to China for his twelfth visit. I
wish to take this opportunity to congratulate on the timely publication of
the Chinese version of his autobiography Where Others Wavered .

Brimming with true feelings, the autobiography is rich in contents,
profound in thoughts and plain in writing style. When reading one can get
some ideas of the thirty — year — long struggle and military life of President
Nujoma, and can leam the history of the arduous struggle of the Namibian
people and the African people at large. Recalling the past eventful years
when the Chinese people and African people mutually supported and sym-
pathized with each other, I firmly believe that the African continent will
have a bright future of peace and development. The flowers of the tradi-
tional friendship between China and Africa will always be in full blossom.

I write these words with great emotion and they serve as a preface to

the book.
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Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of Namibia

Liang Yinzhu

It is a cheering event that the Chinese version of Where Others Wa-
vered , the autobiography of H.E. Mr. Nujoma, President of the Republic
of Namibia, has now been published in China.

President Nujoma is a legendary figure in the history of Namibia. He
has been endeavoring for almost half a century for the independence and
development of Namibia. He founded the first national liberation organiza-
tion in Namibia and led the Namibian people in an extremely arduous
struggle for the independence and liberation over the years. He has been
President of Namibia for 15 years since the country won independence in
1990. Under his leadership Namibia has maintained political stability and
economic development.

President Nujoma is a good friend of the Chinese people. He visited
China for 7 times before Namibia’ s independence and another 4 times af-
ter. He is now on his twelfth visit to China. Therefore, a special meaning
of commemoration is embodied in the simultaneous publication of the Chi-
nese version of his autobiography .

The autobiography is not only a vivid portrait of President Nujoma’s
personal fight for the independence and liberation of the Namibian peo-
ple, but also a historical witness to the hard struggle undertaken by the
Namibian people. Many African countries won their independence through
long years of unremitting struggle and Namibia was the last one that at-



