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Preface

Industry tourism, fuelled by curiosity, pride and even awe in the face of technological
feats, has existed as long as industry itself. Industrial heritage tourism, in constrast, is a
very recent phenomenon, apparently triggered during de-industrialization processes in old
industrialized countries, in particular in Europe as of the 1970s onward. During this period of
time not only specialists in the field, such as so-called industrial archeologists in the United
Kingdom, but a broader general public came to realize how fast the tangible and intangible
witnesses of 19th and 20th century industrialization were disappearing.

In Germany, the rapidly growing appreciation of the industrial past even led to
a remarkable value shift, as testified to by the emergence and the ensuing career of an
illustrative neologism that now has become a current term even in everyday language:
Industrial culture (in German Industriekultur). This means that industry now is widely
regarded, for the first time in its history, not only as a crude fact of technology, but as an
integral part of our culture at large. New industrial brand worlds that have become most
attractive tourist destinations, are one of the most recent signs for this ongoing development.

The outcome of these processes, as well as their touristic, economic and cultural
implications, are thoroughly mirrored and analyzes in this volume. Its variety of text, photo
and video documentations as well as the academic presentations and reflections will give
the Chinese readers an excellent opportunity to appreciate this evolution and to draw their
own conclusions with regard to potentially comparable as well as differing developments in
China.

The editors’ initiative, taking form already in early 2002, to plan the trip to Germany

and to consistently pursue, ever since, the reporting to fellow academics, in particular



geographers and planners, and to other interested communities in China, are highly laudable.
They shouldered, as every pioneer does, considerable financial and reputational risks to
venture into, territories’ still uncharted, at least in Asia, and they now are able to reap a
rich harvest: to have substantially contributed to making this new fascinating field of broad
interdisciplinary interest more widely known and to have triggered, and still triggering, a host
of academic, government and private initiatives in China with regard to industrial heritage
and its valorization for tourism and education.

This being said, it is also clear that there remains to be done a lot. As everywhere else
in the world, not least in Germany and Europe, the representation of the industrial fact is still
incomplete, besides mining and iron and steel industry many other industrial sectors deserve
increased attention in the future, as well as hitherto neglected facts of darker sides of social
and environmental facets of typical industrialization and de-industrialization processes. It is
also becoming apparent that there are fascinating developments in NICs as a whole that could
be turned into most valuable heritage, tourist and education assets. It seems highly probable
that these will not just reproduce current valorizations that have become characteristic for old
industrialized countries. Instead, new rewarding representational worlds of the industrial fact
will develop, and China can become a model in this respect. I am very pleased to see how the

editors are consistently contributing to this evolution, not least by this volume.

et e

10. 2007
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