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In celebration of Chinese New Year in 2008, the National
Art Museum of China will hold an exhibition of “Splendid World

Fine Collection of New Year Pictures and Kites of National
Art Museum of China”. Consisting of about 280 pieces of artistic
works, the exhibition is to arouse the awareness of intangible
cultural heritage protection and to create a more happy and
auspicious festival.

To put up New Year Pictures has been an ancient custom for
over 1,000 years in a bid to celebrate harvests and Chinese New
Year and pray for prosperity and peace. The museum collects fine
works from famous sources, including Yangliuging (Tianjin City),
Taohuawu (Suzhou City), Zhuxianzhen (Henan Province), Wugiang
Amoc& Province) and Mianzhu (Sichuan Province). In order to
introduce this procedure, the E,c"mocB selects 24 series of traditional
woodblock engraving, mainly from Yangliuging (Tianjin City),
Wugiang (Hebei Province) and Gaomi (Hebei Province). Such
exhibition can bring you to the workshop in the old times where
New Year pictures were made from woodblock engraving.

Since modern New Year Pictures came forth along with the

current life, many artists are engaged in this field with remarkable

”




achievements. The museum selects 60 pictures by masters,
including Li Keran, Jin Meisheng, Li Mubai, Li Qun, Jiang Feng,
Gu Yuan, Zhang Ding and Ren Shuaiying. Such-works demonstrate
their originality with strong epoch features. The combination of
traditional and modern New Year Pictures represents the praying

custom in the Chinese culture.

It was appealing that the sky was a party world of flying
kites when birds flew and grass grew in ancient times. The kite is
named “yaozi” (sparrow hawk) in the south and “zhiyuan” (paper
glede) in the north. The word of the kite emerged in the Five
Dynasties. Its history can date from the Spring and Autumn period
when an outstanding craftsman Gong Shuban (Lu Ban) from Lu
Kingdom made wooden kites to spy on the enemy. The kite was
cmo@ for military, communication and weather at first and then
became part of folk entertainment and physical exercise in the
Tang Uv\:w%&\ and the Five Dynasties. The kite-flying contest was
a seasonal folk activity in the Ming and Qing Dynasties during
the' Tomb-sweeping Day. The kites have various themes including

characters, birds and beasts, aquatic animals, insects and vessels. It
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is classified in terms of structure into five kinds, that is, hard wing,
soft émswu vertical string, horizontal string and board. And various
fields of kite have been developed from south to north, including
Beijing, Tianjin, Weifang (Shandong Province), Kaifeng (Henan
Province), Shengfang (Hebei Province), Nantong & Nanjing
(Jiangsu Province). 97 kites from major fields on display represent
different features, such as roughness and boldness, liveliness and
delicacy, bright or plain in color. Meanwhile, the museum exhibits
20 pieces of kite illustration of both Ha and Cao famlies to show
the handicraft of the kites, including binding, gluing, drawing and
flying. .

The mutual radiance of kites in the sky and New Year Pictures on
the earth foretells the coming spring. We hope this exhibition will

make you feel joyous in such a w@_oz&m spring.

National Art Museum of China
January 2008
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