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Preface

Magnificent and profound, the treasure house of the ancient Chinese civilization emits
the aroma of the “wine culture” . In the garden of the “wine culture” , Moutai is in full

blossom as the fancy flower..
The world—renowned Moutai, named after the town in Guizhou Province where it is

produced, has along history. Asearly asinl35B.C., Moutai Town fermented its first wine,
the Goujiang wine, which was highly praised by Emperor Liu Che of the Han Dynasty as a very
sweet~mellow wine. For over two thousand years, Moutai has always been regarded as the
gem of wines and a favorite tribute to the royal families. In 1915, Moutai was displayed at the
Panama-Pacific Exposition, representing China. At the beginning, Moutai received little
attention because of its crude and out—of—date packaging. In face of this embarrassment, the
exhibitor who brought Moutai there suddenly hit upon an idea. He dropped the bottle onto the®
floor as hard as he could. The sweet aroma of Moutai soon permeated the entire hall and
captured the attention of the judges and visitors. The smart idea was so successful that it turned
the previously unnoticed Moutai into a smash hit. Finally, Moutai won the gold medal of the
exposition, which greatly boosted China's international prestige. Later in 1916, Southern
California held the * Panama-California International Exposition” in the beautiful coastal
city of San Diego to celebrate the navigation of the Panama Canal. Once again, Moutai won
the gold medal and became the star of the exposition. As a result, Chinese Moutai, French
Cognac Brandy and Scottish Whisky were together accredited as the top three wines in the

world, which made Moutai aresoundingbrand name in the world ever after.
A sip of Moutai or even a smell of its aroma would tell you a lot about its hometown,

Moutai Town. It is the mountains and rivers of Moutai Town that have nurtured the Moutai
brand. It is no exaggeration to say that there would be no Moutai without Moutai Town. The
Chishui River, which flows through Moutai Town, is the cradle of Moutai. Moutai Town is
located in a low and warm valley, 400 meters above the sea level. It is hot in summer and
warm in winter, and has abundant rainfall. The mountains are covered with deep forests and
ever—flowing streams. The unique soil, water and raw materials there provide an ideal

natural environment for the growth and propagation of microorganisms. Thousands of years of




wine fermentation have made the microorganisms in the air even more active. These
excellent natural conditions ensure the fine quality of Moutai. And most importantly,the
local people have made full use of Mother Nature's endowments. By combining traditional
skills with local conditions, they have invented a unique wine-making technique and
produced the first liquor of this kind in China. Committed to progress and innovation,

people there have made dedicated efforts to improve the essence of the Moutai
brand.Following the concept of Green Moutai, Cultural Moutai and Hi-tech Moutai,

today's Moutai products offer you both sweet taste and good health.
The unique Moutai is of the best quality of its kind. Premier Zhou Enlai, also known

as the Father of State Liquor, had given great attention to Moutai. Ata meeting before the
ceremony for the founding of the People's Republic of China in 1949, Premier Zhou Enlai
decided that Moutai would be served at the state banquet of the ceremony. Ever since
then; Moutai has been designated as the official liquor for each year's National Day
reception. Known as the State Liquor of China, Moutai is served to foreign guests by
Chinese ambassadors in their receptions as well. Therefore, Moutai also carries such
names as diplomatic liquor, celebration liquor, friendship liquor, and gift liquor.
Moutai's aroma now permeates the entire globe, and there are many interesting stories

~ and tales in the diplomatic circle that relate to the liquor.
Moutai is the national treasure and pride of China. Its debut in the Panama—-Pacific

Exposition marked the start of its legendary journey around the globe. Since the founding
of the People's Republic of China, Moutai has played an important role in China's foreign
affairs. In order to display the fine cultural tradition of China, introduce the profound
wine culture of Moutai, and record the interesting stories of Moutai in China's diplomatic
work, we have edited this book and decided to have the book published in English as
well. Most of the authors are veteran diplomats who have great experience in international
affairs. Their vivid accounts and first-hand stories have made the book all the more

readable.
"This is a book of knowledge, history, and interest. We hope by reading this

book, you will both appreciate the Moutai culture and enjoy the aroma of the liquor itself.

The editor
March 2006
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Forty Years” Affections for Moutai

Shi Yanchun

On June 14, 2004, I was invited to visit Guizhou Moutai Distillery. What first came up after I came
into the Distillery were two grand sculptures: one was a sculpture to commemorate the gold prize won at
the Panama—Pacific International Exposition in 1915, the other was a statue of Premier Zhou Enlai, with
four characters carved on the latter: “Father of National Liquor” . As my visit was a long expected one,
these two sculptures made me more excited.

I talked face—to—face with Mr. Ji Keliang, Chairman and Party Secretary of Moutai Distillery Co. Ltd.
during my visit to the “city of the culture of national liquor” and liquor storehouses, and was told that
he had been working at Moutai Distillery for 40 years. He said that Moutai Liquor had many honorable
names, such as national liquor, liquor of present, liquor of diplomacy, and liquor of friendship, and that
today's Moutai Liquor had much to do with the efforts of diplomats. In the history of China's diplomacy,
Moutai Liquor were used by great men like Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, and Deng Xiaoping to treat foreign
guests, melting frozen diplomatic ties, winning honor for the country and the people, and leaving many
legendary stories about the national liquor and diplomacy. Many people hoped that ambassadors tell
these legends about the national liquor and diplomacy to encourage our offsprings.

I told Chairman Ji Keliang that I had been engaged in the diplomatic work for 40 years, and drank
Moutai Liquor for 40 years. In China, Moutai Liquor was served in occasions of state banquet,
ambassador's reception, and distinguished guest reception. It could be said that diplomats had an
indissoluble bond with Moutai Liquor, and ambassadors had an even profound affection for it. I tasted the
aged liquor, and saw the process to make new liquor; from the introduction made by Chairman Ji, I saw
the great changes and beautiful development future of Moutai, I felt that Moutai really deserves its
reputation, and was good enough to be called national essence and national treasure. Moutai Liquor has
made great contribution to the diplomacy of China. This contribution shall be attributed to Premier Zhou,
the Father of National Liquor, to the persistent efforts made by the staff of the Distillery, and to its
leadership led by Chairman Ji Keliang. During the talk, I wrote a poem, which reads as follows:

Moutai the National Liquor has a name fine,
better than heavenly spirit or refined wine.
before it won the top honor from Panama,
today spread around the world is its aroma.

Chairman Ji Keliang treated us with a noon banquet, and all leaders of the Distillery were present.
We talked much and toasted much. I again wrote another poem and dedicated it to Chairman Ji Keliang,

which reads as follows:

For forty years we've drank Moutai,

It seems to meet before in high mood.
praising Moutai to spread state power,
wishing state liquor to have a new height.

The atmosphere in Moutai Distillery drew me back to the memories of the national liquor and my
diplomatic career.
In October 1982 when Gaddafi, the leader of Libya, visited China, I took part in the reception work
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