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FOREWORD

lishing this selection of Xinhua news photos is to
mark the 40th anniversary of the establishment of the
News Photo Department of the Xinhua News Agency.
Included in this selection are 333 photos contributed
by 215 photograhers who share a commen

The purpose of pub-

byline——Xinhua photographer.

From these photos one can see the glorious and
arduous road the Chinese people have traversed under
the leadership of the Communist Party of China in
founding the People’s Republic and building a mod-
ern socialist country. One can also find the historical
traces of the development of  Xinhua's
photojournalism.

The News Photo Department of the Xinhua
News Agency was established in April 1952 However,
as early as June 1946 when Xinhua Shandong Front
Branch was set up. there was already the first group of
Xinhua staff photographers. Afterwards, each of the
Xinhua branches in the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army's 2nd, 3rd. and 4th Field Armies had its war
photographers. In August 1946, the Xinhua Headguar-
ters’s first instruction on photographic reporting was
transmitted from Yan’an to its various branches. It
read: “ Whenever there is an air raid by Chiang
Kai—shek’s warplanes, it is necessary to send photog-
raphers to take photos. Apart from showing the raid-
ed spots, it is better o capture the actual raids. If any
of the planes is shot down or a piece of the shells col-
lected, it should be recorded with photographs”™ Dur-

ing the Liberation War Xinhua photographers in all
the major war zones took cameras as their weapons.
braved the enemy’s fire. and recorded the great strug-
gle waged by the Liberation Army and the broad
masses of people in founding a new China. They were
photographers as well as fighters. Some of them died a
heroic death in the battlefield. The photos they took
played an important role during the war period in mo-
bilizing and organizing the masses, and in encour-
aging their fighting spirit and disintegrating the
enemy. Today, these photos are rare and precious his-
toric records of China,

After the People’s Republicof China was founded
in 1949, Xinhua photographers came back from the
battlefield and joined hands with photojournalists
from across the country to form a new contingent in
the News Photo Bureau under the General Press and
Publishing Administration of the Central People’s Gov-
ernment. and devoted themselves to the postwar so-
cialist construction

In early 1952, the Central People’s Government
decided to annul the News Photo Bureau and on
April 1 of the same year, the News Photo Department
of the Xinhua News Agency was formally established
From then on. this contingent began to take up four
major tasks: releasing domestic and international
news photos at home and abroad; releasing news
photos for exhibit throughout the country: and taking
care of and collecting photos for state archives. In
1953 the Xinhua Headquarters decided to set up a



photographic section in all its branches all over the
country, thus having further expanded the ranks of
Xinhua photojournalists

Photojournalistic work has become an important
part of the Xinhua news service. In the past several
decades Xinhua photographers have traveled to al-
most every part of the country. One can find Xinhua
photographers everywhere: on the north and south of
the Yangtze River, inside and outside the Great Wall,
from the country’s northwest border to southeast
coast, from factories and villages to military camps
and schools, at important construction work sites as
well as spots of major accidents. In practice,
photojournalists of the Xinhua News Photo Depart-
ment have been consistantly adhering to the Party spir-
it in the proletarian journalism, going deep to the
grassrools level and making investigations. so as to re-
port accurately and timely the real situation in all
walks of life throughout the country. They have tried
their best to combine information and truthfulness
with photographic art.

To build Xinhua into a worldwide news agency
with Chinese characteristics is a glorious mission of
the Xinhua staff today. More than 40 years ago when
American correspondent Anna Louise Strong got 400
pictures of China’s liberated areas from the Xinhua
Prague Branch, she happily took1t_as “ a piece of for-
tune.” Today Xinhua not only provides to more than
290 long—term users all over the country, but also to
more than 260 overseas subscribers in 150 countries

and regions. To cover major international events,
Xinhua has its own staff photographers stationed per-
manently in East Asia, Western Europe, South
America, North America, the Middle East and Africa.
It releases 30,000 images annually to both domeslic
and overseas users.

To improve photo transmission networks at
home and abroad so as to step up the timeliness of its
news photos is the present target in the development
of Xinhua's photojournalism. Photo transmission be-
tween Xinhua's headquarters and its branches and be-
tween Xinhua and various newspapers in the country
will adopt a high—speed digital system and
picture—handling will be computerized in the coming
years. Xinhua's international photo transmission net-
works are also under expansion and transformation.

The policy of reform and opening to the outside
world has provided good opportunities as well as chal-
lenges for Xinhua's photojournalism. The epoch de-
mands the News Photo Department not only become
a most authoritative news photo centre, but also grad-
ually develop into a photojournalistic body with
worldwide influence.

The photojournalism of the Xinhua News Agen-
cy is flourishing. Everyone who has dedicated himself
or herself to the cause feels proud of its glorious histo-
ry and is prepared for working even harder for its
much brighter future.
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Om Apnl 200 1949 PLA men crossed the

Yanglee Raver

On Octaber 1. 1949 st Tiananmen
Rostrum. Beijing. Chairman Mao Zedong
proclaimed to the world the founding of the

Preople's Republic of China
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The Wuhan Iron and Steel Company. one

of China's largest bases of rolled steel
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Deng Xiaoping. Chairman of the Central
Military Commission. reviews the three arm
el services of the Chinese People's Libera-
tion Army at Tiananmen Square in Beijing
on October 1.1984




The Pol

1| Department of the East Chima

Field Army held a journalistic work conter
ence in nporth Anhur fronthine in January
1947, at which a0 was deaded 10 set up

Xinhua front subbranches in the Tield army
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In the s e oof 1947, Chen Yo (LY. Com

mander of the East China Freld Army. and
Deputy Commander Su Yu (cenler) . in
spect an artillery  position o central

Shandong



WM E . (1947 %)
In Laiwu Battle, a shock brigade of the Peo
ple’s Liberation Army launches a powerfu

attack on th

cnemy position. {19473
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