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£
Part One fg@ /s
VIEWING, UNDERSTANDING
AND SPEAKING

Can Star Signs Tell Our Personality Traits?

Characters: Mike (boy), Ted (boy), Sam (boy), Simon (boy), Lilly (girl)

Setting: In a dorm

Topic: Can Star Signs Tell Our Personality Traits?

[Mike is browsing on the Internet, and happens to find some star signs. Then the students
start talking about their own signs, their own personality and whether it is possible to improve

one’s personality.]

Video Script

% Mike: Hey, guys. Come and look. I've found an interesting Web site on star signs.
(The others come close to the computer and look at the star signs on the
screen.)

% Ted: Hey, that’s interesting! What’s your sign, Sam?

= Sam: I’'m a Scorpio. What’s yours, Ted?

% Ted: I have no idea. I've never really thought about that. Let’s have a look. I was
born on September 5. Oh, I'm a Virgo.

Simon: And I’m a Libra.
# Sam: What do they say about Libra, Simon?




i

Simon:

Mike:
Simon:

% Mike:

% Lilly:

# Ted:

Mike:

% Simon:

# Sam:

Simon:
Sam:
The others:

# Sam:

o
1

Mike:

Sam:

Simon:

(He reads.) You’re a sociable, charming person. You go out of your way
to avoid confrontation and do everything in your power to make your
life an easy one. Although you’re generally likeable, you can be
changeable, superficial and critical. But you manage to hide those traits
most of the time.

Do you agree with that? Are you that type of person?

What do you think? I think there is something in what it says. I am social
and outgoing. But | am not changeable, am I? What’s your sign, Mike?
I’'m a Taurus. Ah, what’s yours, Lilly?

I’'m a Cancer.

Now let’s look at Taurus. (He reads.) You're a patient, practical type.
Good points include your affectionate, kind nature, your trustworthi-
ness and strength of character. Bad points include your possessiveness,
self-indulgence and stubbornness. Do you think your character fits well?
No, not at all. I'm not patient, and I’m not practical either. I am kind of
quick-tempered and ambitious. That’s definitely not me! But one thing
is right: I AM stubborn.

Sam, let me read yours. (He reads.) You are secretive, and sexy. You have
the worst reputation in the zodiac. Scorpio has a dark side,which includes
revengeful and destructive traits. Yet despite this, you can be the wittiest,
kindest and most entertaining of all the signs.

Oh, that can’t be true! Are you sure you were reading Scorpio?

Yes, of course! Look for yourself.

But that’s unfair! I have the worst reputation in the zodiac?!

(They all laugh and say.) Ha ha... Poor Sam!

Who could believe such silly things! Really, I think I’m intelligent,
humorous, and kind-hearted.

Yes, but those are just your good traits. Don’t forget about your bad
ones!

Come on! Oh, Lilly, we haven’t looked at your sign yet. Eh, you are a
Cancer, right? You want me to read yours?

No, thanks. I'm afraid you’ll distort what’s written there. Let me read it
myself. (She reads.) To some people, you appear tough and determined,
but that’s just a “front” you put up to protect the real you, which is
rather more sensitive and softer. You can be moody, touchy and irritable,
but you make up for those negative traits with your kindness, great
intuition and protective nature. That’s not bad, is it?

No. But what counts is not what it says, but how you really are, what

you are actually like.



.................................................. Unit1 »

= Lilly: (She is a bit defensive.) What do you mean? What are you trying to
say about me?

* Simon: I think you are much nicer than what it describes.
(Lilly smiles.)

% The other boys: Oh, Simon, don’t sweet-talk her! We know what you are thinking.

= Ted: Hey, I haven’t seen mine yet. Now it’s my turn.

# Mike: Go ahead, Ted! Be our guest!

# Ted: It says: Virgo people like order in all things and are neat, clean and

precise in their habits. Virgo people are perfectionists and they
sometimes can be critical. They do not like to draw attention to themselves.
Virgo people are modest, and careful about what they eat or drink.

* Sam: Do you have any objections to that?

# Ted: 1 think the description matches me quite well. I AM a perfectionist. I
like things to be in order. Erm, I...I’m carefu] about what I eat and
drink. But it doesn’t mention my weak points.

% Lilly: Oh! And what are those?

% Ted: Well, sometimes I’'m so careful I tend to waste a lot of time. I’m not
very sociable, and I don’t have many friends.

# Sam: I think everyone has some undesirable personality traits that could be
improved. Don’t you think we all could improve our personalities?

“ Mike: I think we can. For example, my little sister was the youngest girl in
our family. My parents loved her very much, but they spoiled her by
giving her too much. She was at that time self-centered, selfish,
aggressive, bad-tempered, and rude. Her personality didn’t change
any until she entered primary school. In school, she first acted as she
did at home, and she couldn’t make a single good friend. For a time,
she was even isolated by her classmates. She complained to us, and
finally understood her problem. From then on, she made every effort
to get rid of her undesirable characteristics both at home and in school.
. Now she’s in middle school and has turned into a popular girl.

# Lilly: In my opinion, our personalities are partly inherited and partly shaped
by our home environment. As we all know, scientists have found that
parents’ personality traits can be seen in their children. Most children
have some of their parents’ personality traits.

# Mike: That’s right. And our early home and school environment also has a
big influence on the shaping of our personality. For instance, I’ve
noticed that many children growing up in rich families may become
wasteful, lazy, arrogant or cold. On the other hand, I've noticed that




many children raised in poor families are hard-working, caring,
sympathetic, and helpful.

# Sam: Does that mean you think we have to choose our parents wisely?
(The others laugh.) (908 words)

(For more information about the zodiac, please refer to the appendix
at the end of this unit.)

[w—

Exercise il

Directions: You are going to watch a video in which a group of people talk about star
signg and their personality traits. Read the following words and expres-
sions carefully, which will make it easy for you to understand the video.

. (star) sign n. one of the 12 signs of the zodiac (the system that uses people’s birth dates to say

what will happen to them in the future) (AR#E A 4 B HERE T - EPIRF BN
H) B
e.g. — What star sign are you?
—I'm a Leo (A= TRt BEHIN).

Scorpio n. the eighth sign of the zodiac, represented by a scorpion. A Scorpio is someone born
between October 23 and November 21. K4& (&) B, AFRIE (B) EFEHA
Virgo n. the sixth sign of the zodiac, represented by a young woman. A Virgo is someone born
between August 23 and September 22. 4 (B) B, £=FE2& (B) HEREBEHA
Libra n. the seventh sign of the zodiac, represented by a pair of scales. A Libra or a Libran is
someone born between September 23 and October 22. KFF (B ) HE;, LT RKFE (B) Ml
BtHIA
confrontation n. a situation in which there is a lot of angry disagreement between two people
or groups M2, XL
e.g. We cannot risk confrontation with the union.

. superficial adj. (used to show disapproval) having no depth of character, feeling or
commitment BREHY, BRZEER
e.g. You are too superficial to appreciate great literature like this.
Taurus n. the second sign of the zodiac, represented by a bull. A Taurus or a Taurean is someone
born between April 20 and May 20. &4 (B) &, £F&4 (B) BEEHA

Cancer n. the fourth sign of the zodiac, represented by a crab. A Cancer or a Cancerian is

someone born between June 21 and July 22. E% (B) &, = TE%E (B) EREBAA




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

affectionate adj. showing love or fondness 5 Z&.[> Y

e.g. He is very affectionate towards his children.

trustworthiness n. the quality of being reliable {H3{Z4F

e.g. The banker was known for his trustworthiness.

possessiveness n. the desire to own things and an unwillingness to share what you have 5 £ &k
e.g. The child’s possessiveness with toys made him unpopular in the pre-school class.
self-indulgence 7. the practice of allowing yourself to have or do something special that you
enjoy very much, often something you should not have or do g I\

e.g. Going to the movies in the afternoon is one of my big self-indulgences.

stubbornness 7. the quality of being determined not to change your mind, even when people
think you are being unreasonable & +h, {H7R

e.g. I couldn’t tell if his refusal to talk was simple stubbornness.

zodiac n. an imaginary area through which the sun, moon, and planets appear to travel, which
some people believe influences our lives #iE®H (K. B EZRITEHIERAERARE)
revengeful adj. feeling or showing a desire for punishing someone who has harmed you 5
B FERILIREY

e.g. She felt bitter and revengeful after he stole her money.

distort v. give a false account of something ZE i

e.g. Bill distorted the story, trying to place the blame on his brother.

sensitive adj. easily upset or offended by events or things that people say #UEkRY; BiEHE
5519

e.g. Jane pretends she’s tough but she’s actually very sensitive.

moody adj. likely to become unhappy or angry for no particular reason E & JCH 1Y

e.g. It is difficult to predict his response because he is such 2 moody person.

touchy adj. easily becoming offended or annoyed 5 3%RY; o T &R

e.g. He’s a little touchy about how you pronounce his name.

intuition 7. the ability to know or understand something through your feelings, instead of by
considering facts or evidence B %,

e.g. If you think there’s something wrong about the situation, you should trust your intuition.
perfectionist n. a person who refuses to do or accept anything that is not as good as it could
possibly be 55E £ Y ¥

e.g. Jane is such a perfectionist that nothing I do can please her.

undesirable adj. not welcome or wanted A% AIf); A&ER; HEM

e.g. The drug has no undesirable side effects.

inherit v. get the same character or appearance as your parents 1%, 4k

e.g. She inherited her mother’s good looks and her father’s bad temper.

self-centered adj. paying so much attention to yourself that you do not notice what is happening
to other people H . HY

e.g. Her self-centered attitude made me angry.
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Directions: Now watch the video and match the people with their signs. Write the
letters of your choice in the spaces provided.

1. Mike C A. Libra (RF¥JE)
2. Sam E B. Cancer (% #z)
3. Ted D C. Taurus (44 H5)
4. Simon A D. Virgo (% Ji§)
5. Lilly B E. Scorpio (F4E J#)

Directions: Watch the video again and complete the following sentences with the
exact words you hear.

. You go out of your way to avoid confrontation and do everything in your power to make your

life an easy one.

. I think there is something in what it says. I am social and outgoing. But I am not changeable,
am I?
. You have the worst reputation in the zodiac.

4. Yet despite this, you can be the wittiest, kindest and most entertaining of all the signs.

5. You can be moody, touchy and irritable, but you make up for those negative traits with your

O 0 NN

kindness, great intuition and protective nature.

. I think you are much nicer than what it describes.

. Virgo people are perfectionists and they sometimes can be critical.

. I think the description matches me quite well.

. I think everyone has some undesirable personality traits that could be improved.
10.

From then on, she made every effort to get rid of her undesirable characteristics both at home

and in school.



Directions: Watch the video a third time. This time you are required to repeat a few
important lines.

> What you say will be recorded so that you can compare your pronunciation and intonation

with the speakers’. Try to imitate their pronunciation and intonation.

1. ’ve found an interesting Web site on star signs.
2. But you manage to hide those traits most of the time.
3. I am kind of quick-tempered and ambitious.
4. Scorpio has a dark side, which includes revengeful and destructive traits.
5. But what counts is not what it says, but how you really are, what you are actually like.
6. Virgo people are modest, and careful about what they eat or drink.
7. My parents loved her very much, but they spoiled her by giving her too much.
8. Her personality didn’t change any until she entered primary school.
9. Now she’s in middle school and has turned into a popular girl.
10. Our personalities are partly inherited and partly shaped by our home environment.
11. Most children have some of their parents’ personality traits.
12. I've noticed that many children raised in poor families are hard-working, caring, sympathetic, and
helpful.

mExercisely

\ Directions: Now you know the personality traits of the speakers in the video. Please
describe YOUR OWN personality.

Your description will be recorded so that your teacher will be able to know your

f@f performance. If you want to improve your work, try again before you submit your
recording.
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LISTENING, UNDERSTANDING
AND SPEAKING

Words You Need to Know:

[
[
[
.
t
I

- Tapescript

Listening |

# Interviewer:

# Angela:

# Interviewer:

# Angela:

# Interviewer:

# Angela:

# Interviewer:

@ Angela:

% Interviewer:

% Angela:

Angela, you were born in Korea but you’ve been living in Canada for a
long time, haven’t you?

Yes, [ was 10 years old when my parents immigrated to Canada and I've
been living here for 20 years now.

Do you think that belonging to two different cultures has affected your
personality?

Yes, definitely. There are times when I think that I have two personalities.
Depending on where 1 am and who I’'m with, I’'m Korean or I'm Canadian.
That sounds complicated. Could you explain what you mean?

Well, growing up in Canada when I was going to high school, for example,
I was known as Angela to the outside world, and as Sun-Kyung at home.
1 would wave hello to my teachers, but bow to my parents’ Korean friends
when they visited our home.

Do different cultures have different ideas as to what is polite?

Yes, definitely. In high school, I was expected to look straight in the
eyes of my teachers and to talk openly with them. But when Koreans
spoke to me, I was expected to look at my feet and to be shy and silent.
Do you think that having two personalities makes you a richer person?
Yes, but sometimes I don’t know who I am. (210 words)




’ Directions: Listen to the interview and decide whether the following statements are

true or false. Write “T” for True and “F” for False in the spaces provided.

F__ 1. Angela immigrated from Canada to Korea.

Exercise V4

2. Angela is about 20 years old now.

4. Sun-Kyung is Angela’s girlfriend at school.

3. Angela had two different personalities, one at school and one at home.

5. Angela agrees that culture affects personality.
6. Being exposed to two different cultures is sometimes confusing.

Directions: Listen to the interview again and fill in the table with the exact words

you hear.
In the Canadian culture In the Korean culture
Personal I was known as Angela to the 1) outside ‘
identity | world. ‘
‘ | Iwould 3) wave hello to my teachers. |
Greeting '
manners
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| Directions: Discuss the following questions in groups.

1. To what extent do you think culture affects personality?
2. What personality traits do you think are associated with the Chinese culture?

Samples:

1. Since most scientists agree that personality is shaped both by heredity and by social surroundings,
it is obvious that culture is a determining factor. We conform to socially acceptable ways of
behaving and expressing our emotions. And different cultures value different personality traits. So
we tend to behave in a certain way because that is what is required and accepted by a certain culture.
But this doesn’t mean that people from the same culture will behave in exactly the same way. We
should not forget that some personality traits are inherited. In addition, family background is also
an important factor in shaping one’s personality.

2. Personality traits associated with the Chinese culture are: hard-working, honest, well-organized,
careful, determined, realistic, conservative, sensitive, friendly, generous, courageous, patient,

polite, modest, lacking a sense of humor, less outgoing...

Listening Il

Words You Need to Know:

| go through 2 /5 _independent ¥k 3 #5 appreciate % -+ A B %t
| owe ﬁi (i ¥) ~ caring £ B AL A% understanding & A & #)
| aware aif #) -~ -

Tapescript

I am a very sensitive person, and that’s good to a point. I feel everyone should be able to feel
or understand what others are going through. But when you hurt, cry, or are unhappy for people
you don’t know, or for a movie that is not real, then I think that’s a little too sensitive. That’s the
way [ am.

I am a very independent person. I must do things for myself. I don’t like people doing things
for me, or helping me, or giving me things. It’s not that I don’t appreciate it, because I do. I just feel
that when someone does something for you, you owe them, and if there is one thing I don’t like to

10



