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The Road of Life

William Somerset Maugham

The lives of most men are determined by their
environment. They accept the circumstances amid which
fate has thrown them not only with resignation but even
with good will. They are like streetcars running contentedly
on their rails and they despise the sprightly flitter that dashes
in and out of the traffic and speeds so jauntily across the
open country. I respect them; they are good citizens, good
husbands, and good fathers, and of course somebody has to
pay the taxes; but I do not find them exciting. I am
fascinated by the men, few enough in all conscience, who
take life in their own hands and seem to mould it to their
own liking. It may be that we have no such thing as
free will, but at all events, we have the illusion of it.
At a crossroad it does seem to us that we might go either to
the right or the left and, the choice once made, it is difficult -
to see that the whole course of the world’s history obliged us
to take the turning we did.
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It may be that we have no such thing as free
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will, but at all events, we have the illusion of it.
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Books

Books are a guide in youth and an entertainment for
age. They support us under solitude, and keep us from
being a burden to ourselves.

Perhaps no other thing has such power to lift the poor
out of his poverty, the wretched out of his misery, to make
the burden-bearer forget his burden, the sick his suffering,
the sorrower his grief, as books. They are friends to the
lonely, companions to the deserted, joy to the joyless.
They bring light into darkness, and sunshine into shadow.

“No entertainment is so cheap as reading,” says Mary
Wortley Montagu, “nor any pleasure so lasting. ” Good
books elevate the character, purify the taste, take the
attractiveness out of low pleasures, and lift us upon a
higher plane of thinking and living.

Whatever you read, read with enthusiasm, with
energy, read with the whole mind, if you would increase
your mental stature. Learn to absorb the mental and the
moral life of a book, and assimilate it into your life. If you

are getting the most out of a book, you will feel a capacity
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for doing things which you never felt before.

P> Vocabulary[ i#iC 3% ]
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solitude /'solitjuzd/ n. FNM ; A E

elevate /'eliveit/ v. T+ (BEE) ; REAOEHE)
purify /'pjurifai/ v. ¥R )

plane /plein/ n. JZTH

stature /'steetfo/ n. (KM GERESFRY ) BB ;75
absorb /ob'sorb/ v. R ; K 5|

assimilate /a'simileit/ ». WU, {#i[F]4k




