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Unit 1

WILLIAM

SHAKESPEARE
(1564-1616) |

BerorE YOU READ

William Shakespeare was a very famous writer. What do you know
about him? Are these sentences true? Check (/) Yes or No.

1. Shakespeare was American. [dyes [Ono
2. Shakespeare wrote poems and plays Oyes [lno
3. He was an actor. [dyes [no
4. His plays are still popular today. Oyes Ono

Now read about William Shakespeare and check your answers.

3



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

At the age of one, William Shakespeare was lucky to be alive. After
he was born, a deadly disease came to England. It was called the plague. It
killed thousands of people. But William Shakespeare lived.

Shakespeare grew up in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. He went to
school nine hours a day, six days a week. In 1582, at age 18, he married
Anne Hathaway, a farmer's daughter. She was eight years older than he
was. Their first child was a daughter. Later they had twins. In 1585,
Shakespeare left Stratford-upon-Avon. His wife and children stayed
behind. No one knows why he left or what he did between 1585 and 1592.

In 1592, Shakespeare lived in London. He rented rooms or lived with
friends. He visited his wife and family once a year. Shakespeare became
an actor, and he also wrote plays. He usually acted in his own plays. Some
of his most famous p]ays were Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and Macbeth.
He wrote 37 plays in all. They are still popular today.

Then the plague came again. Many people died. The theaters closed
for two years. Shakespeare could not write plays, so he wrote poems.
When the theaters opened, Shakespeare wrote plays again. Shakespeare
had a theater group. It was the most successful group of that time.
Shakespeare earned almost no money from his writing. But he made a lot
of money from acting. With this money he bought a large house in
Stratford-upon-Avon for his family. He was friendly with the richest
people in town. He was a gentleman—a man of high class who didn't have

to work.

At age 49, Shakespeare retired and went to live in
Stratford-upon-Avon. He died at 52. He left his money to his family. He
left his genius to the world.



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

@WORD STUDY

deadly adj. likely to cause death 48
eg: a deadly poison

plague n. a disease that causes death and spreads quickly to a large number
of people & &
eg: A plague spread quickly in Africa.

popular adj. liked by a lot of people FAT#Y , % ki &)
eg: Hilary was popular at school.

earn v. to receive a particular amount of money for the work that you do % ; k4%
eg: He earns nearly £20,000 a year.

retire  v. to stop working, usually because you have reached a certain age iBR
eg: Most people retire at 635.

VocaBuLary
GMEANING
‘ Write the correct words in the blanks.
disease twins plays lucky
retired genius poems

1. William Shakespeare had good fortune. Other babies died, but he did not.

He was _lucky .

2. The plague was a terrible . It was a sickness that passed from
one person to another.

3. Shakespeare wrote , and he and his friends acted in them at
the theater.

4. Shakespeare wrote very well. He had a special ability. He was a

5. Shakespeare got older. He stopped working and
8. Shakespeare's wife had two children born at the same time. She had
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7. Shakespeare wrote about ideas and emotions. The writing had short lines
and few words. He wrote

ﬂUSE

Work with a partner to answer the questions. Use complete sentences.
1. What is your lucky number?

2. The plague is a disease. What are two other diseases?

3. Hamlet is a play. What is the name of another famous play?
4. Who do you think is a genius?

5. What do twins have that is the same?

6. What does a person do when he or she retires?

CoMPREHENSION

N

(‘+ UNDERSTANDING THE READING

Circle the letter of the correct answer.
1. Shakespeare worked

a. in Stratford-upon-Avon b. in London c. near his family
2. When the theaters closed, Shakespeare
a. wrote plays b. started a theater group c. wrote poems

3. Shakespeare made his money from his

a. acting b. poems c. plays

€+ REMEMBERING DETAILS

Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. At what age did Shakespeare marry?

2. Where did Shakespeare’s family live?

3. How many plays did Shakespeare write?

4. What are two plays that Shakespeare wrote?

5. Where did Shakespeare go when he retired?
6. Who did he leave his money to?



WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

{%UNDERSTANDING THE SEQUENCE

Which happened first? Write 1 on the line. Which happened second?
Write 2 on the line.

" 1. _____ There was a plague in England.
__ William Shakespeare was born.
2. Shakespeare had twins.
____ Shakespeare had a daughter.
3. Shakespeare went to London.
__ Shakespeare married.
4. Shakespeare bought a large house in Stratford-upon-Avon.

Shakespeare retired.

GTELL THE STORY

Work with a partner. Tell the story of William Shakespeare to your
partner. Use your own words. Your partner can ask you questions
about the story. Then, your partner tells you the story and you ask
questions.

DiscussioN

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.

1. Do you know any of Shakespeare's plays? Which one(s)?

2. Why do you think Shakespeare's plays have been popular for over
400 years?

3. Do you want to be an actor or actress? Why or why not?

WRrRITING

Write about a movie you saw.
Example: / saw a movie. The name of the movie was Titanic. It was about a

Sfamous ship.



Unit 2

LOUIS X1V

(1638-1715)

BeroRE YOU READ

Louix XIV was a famous French king. What do you know about
kings and queens? Answer the questions with a partner.

1. How does a person become a king or queen?

2. Do any countries have kings or queens today?

3. What do you think of when you think of a king or queen?

4. Look at the picture of Louis XIV. What can you say about him?

Now read about Louis XIV.



LOUIS X1V

Louis became King of France at the age of five when his father died.
In the beginning, he was too young to rule, so his mother helped him.
Then at age 17, Louis ruled the country alone. He was king for 72 years.
France became a powerful country with Louis as king. But Louis lived a
life of luxury, which made people angry.

Louis built a huge palace at Versailles, near Paris. It took 40 years to
finish it. At one time, 36,000 people worked on building the palace. The
palace cost so much money that Louis did not let people talk about it. The
gardens of the palace had 1,400 fountains. The fountains used a lot of
water so they worked for only three hours at a time.

The fountains used water, but Louis did not! He hated to wash. He
took only three baths in his life. He washed only one part of his body—the
tip of the nose. Everyone in the palace had to do what the king did, so.
people washed only their noses!

Louis XIV had other unusual rules. He liked to keep the windows
open at the palace. He wanted dozens of people around him when he got
dressed. Also, only the king and queen could sit on chairs with arms.
Everybody else had to sit on chairs with no arms. ‘

Louis had problems sleeping. People say that he had 413 beds. He
went from one bed to another until he fell asleep. But he had a good
appetite. A normal dinner for Louis was four bowls of soup, two whole
chickens, ham, lamb, a salad, cakes, fruit, and hard-boiled eggs. He also
drank a lot of champagne because his doctor told him to. He lived to be 77
years old. When he died, doctors said his stomach was two times the size
of a normal stomach.

Louis XIV was not always popular, but he was an important king in the
history of France. He was so important that he was called "the Sun King."



Unit 2

GWORD STUDY

alone adp. if you are alone in a place, there is no one with you I & ; 3Kk
powerful  adj. a powerful person, organization, group etc is able to control and
influence events and other people's actions & X 89 ; F H 8
luxury n. something expensive that you do not need, but you buy for
pleasure and enjoyment %1%
eg: He was leading a life of luxury in Australia.
appetite n. a desive for food £%%, § &

eg: she has completely lost her appetite since the aperation.

Vocas

”
{#MEANING

Write the correct words in the blanks.

rule powerful luxury palace
fountains appetite tip

1. Louis XIV built a very large house called Versailles. It was a beautiful

2. A king's job is to ~__ his country.

3. When Louis XIV was king, his country was very important. It was
a_ _ country.

4. Louis liked to have very expensive things. These things were not necessary.
He liked .

5. Louis always ate big dinners. He had a good

6. In a park, water often comes out of

7. The end of your nose is the of it.



LOUISEXIV (

QUSE

Work with a partner to answer these questions. Use complete sentences.
1. Who rules England today?

2. What comes out of a fountain?

3. Who are some people who live a life of luxury?
4. Who is a powerful person?

5. What is the name of a famous palace?

CoOMPREHENSION

GUNDERSTANDING THE READING
Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. Louis XIV was a famous king because =~
a. he ate a lot b. he washed only his nose
c. he built the palace of Versailles

2. Louis XIVIoved .
a. beautiful beds  b. a life of luxury c. baths

3. Louis XIVruled

a. for a long time b. in England c. 36,000 people

\-{}REMEMBERING DETAILS

Reread the passage and answer the questions.

. How long was Louis XIV king?

. How old was Louis XIV when he ruled the country alone?

. What was the name of Louis’s palace?

How many fountains were there in the gardens of the palace?
. What part of his body did Louis wash?

. In the palace, who sat on chairs with arms?

O O A WN =
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QSENTENCE COMPLETION

Match the words in Column A and Column B to make sentences.

A B

1. Louis liked a. sleep well.

_ 2. Louis hated b. a good appetite.

3. Louis had C. to keep the windows open.

4 Louis didn’t d. when he was 17 years old.

_ 5. Louis became king €. when he was five years old.
6. Louis ruled the country alone| f. to wash.

QDICTATION
Work with a partner. Read four sentences from the exercise above.
Your partner listens and writes the sentences. Then, your partner reads
four sentences, and you write them.

Discussion

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.

1. Long ago, people didn't take many baths or showers. How often should you
wash? Once or twice a day? Once a week? Give reasons.

2. Louis had a lot of unusual rules about the way he lived. Do you know
someone that has unusual rules? Describe them.

3. Would you like to live a life like Louis XIV? Why or why not?

WRITING

Write about what you eat on a normal day.
Example: In the morning I have toast and coffee for breakfast.

10



