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Opening Address at the Scaling Up Poverty
Reduction Conference

It is the example from Loess Plateau, which I went to, I think now nine years ago,
And I saw in front of me valleys that were stark, that had no trees, and that were
filling the Yellow River with sediment from the water coming down the hills. And it
looked arid, it looked terrible. And the people were living in the worst of conditions
on the tops of these hills—except that there was a plan, and the plan was to takes in
each of these valleys, in an area the size of Switzerland, a hundred thousand people
who—and you, They’d pick up the rocks. They would terrace the hills. There would
be one machine, one bulldozer for the entire area. And they were in teams of a
hundred thousand. And on the top of each hill they had a little monument which said, “World Bank
Project Number One,” or “Number 20,” and the signature of the team leader and the finance guy and

all their names on it.

And when T went back, these arid areas looked like Switzerland. They’ve got grass. They’ve got
trees. They’ve got animals. They have houses. And we now have three million people that have come
from the tops of the mountains into the valleys, in areas that for all us you’d like to have a holiday.
Not only that, but the Yellow River is cleaner.

This is not magic. This is simple idea carried forward by the diligence of people, an
idea that works year after year. And we see the results in terms of poverty alleviation
and in terms of hope.

Our task is to make this world a Loess Plateau, an area that is green, that is full of
hope, that allows people in poverty to use their spade or their pen, or whatever it is
they have, to find their way form conditions of poverty to conditions of hope and
opportunity.

Our conference is not just another conference. Our conference is about peace. It is
about the future of your planet, It is moving to scale. It is about social justice. It’s
about what is morally right. It’s about hope. And I am very happy that I can be with
you for these next two days and beyond.

thanks!

Select from the speech by James D. Wolfenson , former president of

the WB, at Global Conference on Scaling up Poverty Reduction
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In May 2004, the World Bank held a ceremony in
Washington D.C to grant the President Award of 2003
to the project for its outstanding achievements. Some
14 individuals, including Mr. Liu Zhen, director-
general of Soil and Water Conservation Department
of the Ministry of Water Resources (MWR), Mr. Liu
Jianming, deputy director-general of International
Cooperation and Science & Technology Department
of MWR, Mr. Huang Ziqiang, director of the
Central Project Management Office (CPMO) also
vice commissioner of Yellow River Conservancy
Commission (YRCC), and directors of 4 Provincial
(Regional) Project Management Offices (PPMO)
of Gansu, Shaanxi, Shanxi and Inner Mongolia
have been invited to the ceremony to receive their

individual awards.
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CPMO presented the project pictorial.

TKFIERAK PR A AL XIRAE W S
Liu Zhen, director-general of Soil and Water Conservation Department of
MWR delivered a speech at the meeting.
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Group Photo of the Delegation
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The Loess Plateau Watershed Rehabilitation Project (hereinafter

referred to as the project) is the first large-scale soil and water

conservation scheme that China has applied the World Bank

loan for implementation in the seriously eroded loess plateau
foreword #\

. . area, so far two phases have completed with success and

notable achievements, which is highly commended by relevant
international organizations and all sides, granted with the World Bank President Award of 2003.
The World Bank has cited the project as a “Flag Project” to promote and disseminate its good
experiences in other agriculture projects financed by the Bank.
The project implementation has dramatically improved agricultural production conditions and
ecological environment in project areas, enhanced the confidence for local people in their survival,
development and better homestead, shaking off poverty and backwardness with hardworking. Most
of them have met their basic needs and are now striving for better-off; the project interventions
are greatly instrumental in the change of people’s conventional mindset and production pattern.
Numerous trainings have upgraded farmers’ capacity. The dissemination of practical technique,
agriculture restructuring, exercise of integrated operations, introduction of closed area with grazing
ban and pan-feeding have induced the fundamental shift from traditional agricultural and livestock
production practice. Meanwhile, valuable attempts have been made with rich experiences gained
during implementation to standardize management of soil and water conservation work in China.
The essence of project success lies in sufficient function of the government and the market
mechanism. Governments at various levels have made effective efforts in project organization/
coordination and efficiently applied market mechanism to mobilize local people’s incentives; the

introduction of good concept from overseas of project interventions, i.e., balance in poplilation,



resources and environment, people-oriented for poverty alleviation, promotion of predominant industry,
etc., has facilitated the harmony of people and nature; the adoption of advanced project management
method embodied in solid and detailed preparation, rational and careful activity arrangement, strict
and standardized supervision and check has ensured effective fund use; the hardworking and persistent
diligence of project managerial staff at various levels, their dedication to the job, sincere service, quality
professionalism and serious working style are crucial to the smooth implementation throughout the
project.

The implementation effectiveness and experiences of the project can serve as good reference for other
soil and water conservation and ecological construction projects. Hopefully these valuable experiences
and practice can be well scaled up and replicated nationwide, contributing more to soil and water

conservation program in China.

Li Guoying

Director of YRCC
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As per the principle for environment improvement and poverty reduction, the objective of the Bank-fi nanced
Second Loess Plateau Watershed Rehabilitation Project (LP II) is to virtually control soil and water losses,
improve ecological environment and agricultural production conditions, enhance farmers’ livelihood in project
areas and promote sustainable development of regional economy.

The total project area of LP 11 is 19488.7 km” with eroded area of 18094.0 km®, involving 290 townships
(tow;ls) of 37 counties (banners, cities or districts) in 12 municipalities of 4 provinces (region) of Gansu,
Shaanxi, Shanxi and Inner Mongolia, covering total population of 2.211 million with rural population
of 1.988 million. The planned treatment area is 436,000 hm’; the newly built capital farmland reaches
98,400 hm’ , with per capita holding of 0.15 hm’, the per capita grain yield maintains higher than 450kg
with surplus over self-sufficiency; the established forest and grassland has reached 337,600 hm® with
cover rate of 31.6%.; annual sediment infl ow to Yellow River has reduced by 26.47 million ton after
erosion treatment; economic development interventions under the project have ensured per capita net

income higher than RMB 1200 Yuan; the upgraded infrastructures like access road in project areas have

laid down foundation for sustainable rural economic development.
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Eroded topography in the project area










