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BEPORE YOU READ
Answer these questions.
1. What is a legend?
2. What famous legends do you know?

3. What are some movies which are based on legends? Why are they

popular?



What Is the Legend of King Arthur?

1 The legend of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table makes us
think of an age of heroism and romance. For a thousand years, stories about
them have been passed down from generation to generation, across Europe
and the rest of the world. We even encounter them today in books, on
television, and in the movies. In all these stories, King Arthur and his knights

fight bravely for justice and truth. Of course, they always win. '




5 The stories about Arthur may have some truths in them, but they also have
a lot of exaggerations. It seems difficult to separate fact from fiction. Some
people question how a man could win so many battles and sword fights
without getting wounded or killed. And some of the things that Arthur's
adviser Merlin says and does are too fantastic to be real. For example, he
made predictions of strange and amazing things that would happen in the
future, and many stories claim that he could change himself into different
objects and animals. He could change into a boy or a deer, for example, and
he could change the appearance of others and even make them invisible.
However, there are other parts of the stories we accept more easily, such as the
magnificent castle of Camelot with its many towers.

6 There have been various theories about where Camelot was located and
whether it even existed. In the late 1960s, historians dug at a site in
southeastern England (Cadbury Castle) where Camelot could have been
located, but they found nothing. Some historians say that big stone castles
didn't exist in the time of Arthur. Castles during his time were made of dirt
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century. In his work, Malory creates a story of extraordinary bravery and
emphasizes the triumph of good over evil. This work inspired kings all over
Europe. King Henry VIII of England saw himself as the new Arthur reuniting
the country after civil war, and even naming his eldest son Arthur.

10 King Arthur's popularity is ongoing. In 1986, it was estimated that 13,500
books, articles, and reviews had been written about him. The success of recent
movies and books shows that the popularity of the legend of King Arthur is



VocaBurLary

ﬁ MEANING

' Circle the letter of the answer that is closest in meaning to the
underlined word.

1. Arthur returns to the lake and disappears into the mist.

a. rain b. fog
¢. water d. storm
2. In the late 1960s, historians dug at a site in southeastern England.
a. country b. place
c. cave d. city

3. The setting is far away and exotic.
a. familiar and like home
b. similar to the way things always are
c. hard to understand
d. different from the usual
4. There have been various theories about where Camelot was located.

a. facts b. questions
c. stories d. ideas
5. We even encounter them today in books, on television, and in the movies.
a. discuss b. see
c. carry d. like

6. He was the character who inspired hundreds of stories.
a. was the force behind
b. caused not to happen
c. took away from
d. helped to write
7. They saved young women in trouble and searched for a precious cup.
a. having great value
b. being very beautiful
c. containing lots of decorations
d. lacking importance
8. One of the themes in the stories is the conflict between love and duty.

What Is the Legend of King Arthur? 5



a. agreement b. understanding

c. struggle d. change

9. His presidency started a new "golden age" of prosperity.
a. peace b. happiness
c. pleasure d. wealth

10. The themes in the stories are universal.
a. different in every country
b. common to a few areas
c. the same everywhere
d. unlike anything else

@ WORDS THAT GO TOGETHER

A. Find words in the reading that go together with the words below to
make phrases.

1. predictions
2. combination

3. known

4, history

5. deeds

6. passed from
7. trouble

B. Complete the sentences with the phrases from Part A.

1. If you knew someone who , she could tell you what is
going to happen in the future.

2. Important items and stories that are given by elders to the children in a
family are one generation to another.

3. If you take two or more things and put them together, you have a

those things.

4. If something is having a certain quality or being a certain
way, it means that many people are aware of that fact or characteristic.

5. When something is a certain way over many, many years, it is that way

6 UNIT1



6. If you are having a serious problem or difficulty, you are
7. Todo means to do things that help thers.

C. Now use the phrases in your own sentences.

Example: She was known as a very good doctor.

q USE

Work with a partner to answer the questions. Use complete sentences.

1. What are two things that are precious to you?

2. What are some common good deeds that people can do for others?

3. When was the last time you were in trouble? Describe what happened.

4. What is a famous historical site in your country?

5. What is something that has been passed down from one generation to
another in your family?

6. What are some signs of prosperity?

7. Where is it common to see mist?

8. What exotic place would you like to visit?

CoOMPREHENSION

Q}UNDERSTANDING MAIN IDEAS

Some of the following statements are main ideas, and some are
supporting statements. Some of them are stated directly in the reading.
Find the statements. Write M for each main idea. Write S for each
supporting statement.

_____ 1. The knights saved people in trouble and searched for the Holy
Grail.
2. The stories about King Arthur contain both truth and fiction.
3. People have different opinions about whether Camelot existed and
where it might have been located.

What Is the Legend of King Arthur? 7



4. Many historians believe that Arthur led an army against the Saxons
who invaded Britain.
5. In the English language, the word Camelot has come to mean an

ideal place.
6. People from many different times and places have been fascinated
by the legends of King Arthur. '

Q REMEMBERING DETAILS
Reread the passage and answer the questions. Write complete sentences

1. What is the most famous version of King Arthur's legend?

2, What are three things that were expected of a chivalrous knight?

3. What did many legends claim about Merlin?

4. Why did the knights sit at a round table?

S. What do historians believe that castles were made from during the time of
King Arthur?

6. What is probably one of the reasons why King Arthur has always been such
a popular figure?

7. Where did Arthur get his second magic sword?

8. During what time do most historians believe that Arthur lived?

8 UNIT1



Q MAKING INFERENCES

The answers to these questions can be inferred, or guessed from the
reading. Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. The reading implies that
a. Merlin most likely did exist
b. Merlin's actions are based in fact
¢. Merlin is not a believable character
d. Merlin did not live in Camelot
2. Tt can be inferred from the reading that people many centuries ago

a. liked stories about love and adventure
b. didn't believe their heroes should have any faults
c. were tired of stories about knights and kings
d. didn't have much imagination
3. From the reading, it can be concluded that Arthur was probably

a. a person who never really existed in history

b. a military leader whose real life became exaggerated

c. several different people who became one character

d. one of the most famous knights in all of British history
4. The reading implies that the legends of King Arthur

a. could only be understood by the royalty of their day

b. caused a civil war during the time of King Henry VIII

c. showed only the good side of the king and his knights

d. touched everyone, from kings to ordinary people

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.

1. What legends are associated with certain countries?
2. Why do you think people like stories about great heroes? Why are the most
popular heroes those who have human fauits?

What Is the Legend of King Arthur? 9



3. Many people say that "chivalry is dead" today. Do you agree? Why or why
not?
4. What is your idea of a perfect place like Camelot?

On separate paper, write a paragraph or an essay about one of the
following topics:

1. Write the story of a legend you know.
2. Describe a perfect place to live.
3. Tell about a romantic or adventure movie you have seen.

10 UNIT 1



