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Early Banpo civiligahon
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The Second Terrace, a geographic term, refers to the second of a series of raised flat areas usually bordering a
river. Archaeologists discovered that Neolithic people living in the Weihe River valley normally chose to live in such

areas.
We are not sure why the Banpo people and their peers decided to inhabit such areas, but we believe that it could

be justified by their life experiences. Water was a vital element for survival, but it could cause disaster as well.
Therefore, a second terrace, not too close and not too far proved the best choice.
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An illustration of the second terrace on the
east bank of Chan River
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The big trench

XRORAT FRECKEI A, WK, KN EFRURSE S HIE6 AR E
BKZIA), QA TR, R SR TR LTS R, 2 LUEARRZT .

These remains are part of the trench, which is 6 to 8 meters wide at
the top and 1 to 3 meters at the bottom. A project of such scale, built by

the Neolithic people, with no metal tools is a real wonder.
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It is still a mystery to us whether the word
“order” was in the common vocabulary at that time,
but the excavation of the site takes us to a well
organized village layout.

Inside a big trench, which bordered the village,
was the residential area for Banpo people. To the
north of the trench is the burial area, and south the
pottery-making area. An ancestor-worship site in the
central area of the village was found in 2002, giving
us a much better understanding of the Banpo
people's life.
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Square semi-subterranean houses
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The ruins of a square
semi—subterranean house
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It was big stride toward civilization when people moved out of
caves and started to build houses. The remains of these houses
are a mirror of the culturel evolution: restricted by their
experience and technology, their houses still bear traces of cave
life. The houses were constructed of thatch over wood beams
while the floors were sunk two to three feet into the ground.

A Reconstruction of square semi-subterranean house.
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Square semi-subterranean houses
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The remains of a burned-down house.
Archeologists find that the left side in the house is
noticeably elevated above the ground. The
elevated platform about 10 square cm in area
makes us wonder whether it is the earliest form of
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Square semi-subterranean houses
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The ruins of circular
semi—subterranean houses
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An illustration of the
reconstruction of a circular
semi—subterranean house
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Unlike the square ones, the circular
houses were the production of a much
later date. The houses with their flat roofs,
supported by six beams look like reversed
bowls, which, we believe, maximized the
space inside. However, we are not yet
clear how they managed to solve the
drainage problem.
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An illustration of the reconstruction
of a square house
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The ruins of a square house
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Itis arevolutionary step in architecture when people finally give up their caves totally to building

houses. From the ruins we can see this house was supported by 12 posts, arranged in three neat
rows, and is considered a typical style for people in Northern China.
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